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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Special committees, representing eight different 
pharmaceutical associations of Greater New 
York, held a joint conference last week with J. 
B. Duble, the manager of the N. A. R. D.’s De- 
partment of the East. The object of the conference was to dis- 
cuss the situation and conditions in New York relative to the 
proposed organization of retail drug interests by the N. A. R. D. 
Although various conflicting opinions were voiced on different 


MAKING 
PROGRESS. 


points, the conference was perfectly harmonious, and when the 
meeting adjourned action had been taken looking to affiliating 
with the national body, and a plan agreed to for organizing 
the retail druggists of Greater New York on the direct serial 
numbering and contract plan. 
The editors and publishers of the 
A Goop New YEAR TO AMERICAN Drucoist desire to wish 
ONE AND ALL. its large clientéle a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Year, large sales, 
increased profits, genial customers, hustling employees, good 
health, a large prescription trade, and everything that goes to 
make a druggist’s life happy. On our part we shall make an 
earnest effort to contribute materially to their prosperity by 
keeping them informed as to new remedies, improved pharma- 
ceutical processes, better business methods, and up to date ad- 
vertising ideas. We have received many assurances of appre- 
ciation of our efforts in the past, and we hope that at the close 
of this year of 1905 we shall be able to look back upon a year of 
increased usefulness to and of even closer affiliation with our 
subscribers than in the past. 
Inspired articles in the daily news- 
papers, calling attention to the ex- 
tent of the evils of adulteration 
and substitution practiced by phar- 
macists, have been appearing of late with lamentable frequency. 
We are glad, therefore, to note that some attempt is being made 
by organizations of pharmacists to refute some of the statements 
contained in these articles—statements which libel a profession 
that enjoys the general confidence of the public. The one miti- 
gating fact about many of these attacks upon our calling is 
that they usually make their appearance in discredited “ organs 
of public opinion.” The Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association 
has undertaken to set right the editor of The New York Amer- 
ican on some matters pertaining to charges of adulteration and 
substitution against pharmacists, and we trust that the repre- 
sentatives of the Association will be able to succeed in showing 
the proprietors of this journal hgw greatly they have been im- 
posed upon by the unscrupulous authors of the attacks com- 
plained of, for then the protest will reach other large centers 
where the journal in question maintains other “ Americans.” 


SUBSTITUTION CHARGES 
AGAIN. 


There is a growing demand for the so- 
ealled “ half-minute” clinical thermom- 
eters, and it is well, therefore, to im- 
press on the minds of physicians and the 
public generally that this term does not necessarily mean—as the 
majority of users no doubt presume it to mean—that the ther- 
mometer will correctly register the temperature of the patient in 
thirty seconds. What it does mean is that if put into a water bath 
in which the water is at rest it will register the temperature of 
the bath in about thirty seconds. As a matter of fact, such a 
thermometer, if properly constructed, will register the tempera- 
ture of the bath in within four seconds, if the water in the bath 
is kept in swift and constant motion, while it will not properly 
record the temperature of the patient in as many minutes un- 
der the average conditions. It is difficult indeed to teach pa- 
tients the proper use of the thermometer, a fact not sufficiently 
appreciated by the medical profession, and unless so instructed 
the readings of any thermometer, however accurate it may be, 
will be misleading. Even an expert user of a thermometer 
cannot rely upon observations based upon thirty seconds’ ex- 
posure. 


THE HALF-MINUTE 
MYTH. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
Inaccurate Clinical Thermometers. 

In discussing the results of our investigations of the clinical 
thermometers of the market, one of the manufacturers whose 
goods had been found unsatisfactory put forward the claim 
that if examined by the Yale Observatory his thermometers 
would have been accepted as satisfactory. We therefore sent 
to Yale Observatory for examination five thermometers of this 
make which had been examined by the Bureau of Standards. 
One of the original six was broken in transit from Washington 
and one was broken in transit to Yale. These thermometers 
were designated as lot C in the report which was published in 
these columns in the issue of October 17. We are now in re- 
ceipt of the report from Yale Observatory on this particular 
lot of thermometers and find a reasonably close concurrence of 
results between the figures given in the Bureau of Standards’ 
report and the corrections marked by Yale Observatory. 

In the Yale Observatory report we give the average of the 
results of four, sometimes five, observations at each point. That 
there should be some slight difference between the two reports 
was to be expected in view of the fact that the temperatures at 
which the two authorities took observations were not identical. 
The Bureau of Standards made observations at 96, 100, 104 and 
108 degrees, while Yale Observatory made its observations at 
95, 100, 105 and 110 degrees. The figures are really comparable 
therefore only at one point—namely, the reading at 100 degrees ; 
but some light will be shed on the subject by the presentation 
of the figures given by the two different authorities on the 
same identical thermometers. It is hardly necessary to say 
that the authorities at Yale had no means of knowing the re- 
sults of the examinations previously made by the Bureau of 
Standards. The results of the two independent observations 
follow: 


RESUL1S OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION OF THE SAME THERMOMETERS 
(LOT C) BY THE U. S, BUREAU OF STANDARDS AND BY YALE OBSERVA- 


TORY. 
95° 96° 100° 104° 105° 108° 110° 

. 2 ee 0.0 —0.1 —0.1 —0.2 oe 
No. 1. Yale.. 0.0 -. —0.075 —0.075 -. 0.075 
No.2.U.8.. .. —05 -—0.4 --0.4 -.- —0.4 > Reject. 
No. 2. Yale. .—0.4 -» —0.42 -- —0.4 -- —0.2 Drops. 
may B U. Bsc —0.5 —0.6 —0.6 -. 0.6 oA Reject 
No. 3. Yale. .—0.48 -. --O0.52 -. —0.54 -. —0.6 
No.4.U.8.. .. —-05 —06 -—06 -- 06 -. Reject. 
No. 4. Yale. .—0.525 — 0.6 —0.5 ; —0.5 

A careful study of these figures will show that on this 


particular lot of thermometers the manufacturer could not 
claim exemption from criticism on the ground that they con- 
formed to Yale standards, for each of the thermometers re- 
jected by the Washington authorities would also have been 
rejected at Yale. 

It should be explained that the Yale Observatory made note 
of the fact that thermometer No. 2 did not hold its register. 
One result of this was that in the examination at 110 degrees 
one observation indicated that a correction should be made of 
— 8, and the next examination showed that it should be + 3, a 
total difference of six-tenths between the two readings at the 
same point! The fact that a thermometer does not hold its 
register utterly condemns it, of course, but does not necessarily 
reflect upon the manufacturer, the failure to hold register 
being generally due to careless handling after the thermonieter 
has been passed upon by the maker. Heretofore the Bureau of 
Standards has not made any specific report on this particular 
fault, merely classing “droppers” with those thermometers 
with excessive variation. It is probable, however, that in the 
future the Bureau will indicate the specific cause when a ther- 
mometer is rejected because of its failure to hold its register. 
The results of these readings of two independent observers 
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on the same lot of thermometers also furnish an explanation 
of what has been claimed by some manufacturers to be.a lack 
of accuracy on the part of observers. We have been told that 
the same lot of thermometers have been returned for observa- 
tion after the marks of identification had been removed, and 
that the results obtained were not uniform with those obtained 
at the first series of observations, and that some of the instru- 
ments rejected at the first examination had been accepted at 
subsequent examinations. This lack of uniformity of reading 
is not necessarily due to the error of the observer, as has been 
intimated, but is quite likely due to failure on the part of the 
thermometer to repeat correctly. 


Old and New in Medicine. 

Readers of the current periodical literature of pharmacy 
cannot fail to be impressed with the changes that are going 
on in the manufacture of remedial agents. The rise of syn- 
thetic organic chemicals does not date back so far as to make 
it difficult for the present generation to contrast the new con- 
ditions with the old. The discoveries leading to the manufac- 
ture of antipyretic drugs like antipyrin and others of the same 
class pointed to a still greater extension of effort, and during 
the past quarter of a century the flood of synthetic remedies 
has poured forth unceasingly from the great aniline establish- 
ments and chemical factories of Europe. A writer in the 
Apotheker Zeitung has recently contrasted the new serum and 
organotherapy with the old animal remedies of the ancients, 
and this affords, of course, a different kind of contrast from 
that which we intended to draw; fer the contrast between the 
new alkaloidal and synthetic chemical medication with the 
polypharmacy which preceded it is much greater. Here it 
is not so easy to find old friends masquerading in new attire 
as it is with the newer remedies of animal origin. An immense 
variety of preparations are made to-day from animal organs, 
and some have attained an enormous vogue. Albumin is em- 
ployed in a thousand different combinations, and the, same may 
be said, though in lesser degree, of meat or muscle fibers, of the 
blood, the bones and the marrow; while among the organs of 
the animal body, the brain, testicles, the liver, kidneys, etc., all 
furnish a large variety of preparations among the newer 
remedies. A favorite remedy in olden days consisted of a 
distillate from.the heart and other internal organs of a black 
calf freshly killed, the product oeing known as Aqua ad mem- 
bra tabida, and recommended’ for the treatment of persons 
afflicted with emaciated limbs. Better known is the Aqua 
alexipharmaca of the early pharmacopeias, which was made 
by digesting scraped deer’s horn (hart’s horn) with water and 
aleohol, and distilling after the addition of a number of aro- 
matic herbs. The Lispensatorium Borusso-Brandenburgicum, 
of 1735, contained a number of preparations of animal origin 
among the simple and compound “ distilled waters” enu- 
merated in it. It is not a far cry to Brown-Séquard’s extract, 
and where in olden days a powder, consisting of the dried 
testicles of horses, was administered to pregnant women, mod- 


ern organotherapy prescribes the dried testes of young bullocks 
under similar conditions, the latterday product being known 
as didymin. The old pharmacopeias were written in Latin. 
While we moderns have not altogether abandoned the language 
of Cesar in the invention of impossible names, we draw more 
freely upon other languages. The chemical manufacturers and 
therapeutists are nowadays ever digging up something that 
has been forgotten for centuries. Thus, instead of the ancient 
“ oesypus,” we have lanolin; instead of Haarlem oil, thigenol, 
thiol and ichthyol; instead of horses’ testicles, didymin, and so 
on without end. All of which merely furnishes fresh testimony 
of the wisdom of the ancient saying, “ There is no new thing 
roder the sun.” 
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PHARIIACY AS A PRE-MEDICAL STUDY.’ 
: By Artizio S. MUSANTE, PH.G., 
Demonstrator of Pharmacognosy, Cooper Medical College, San 
Francisco, Cal. 


It occurred to me that, as there-were so many now taking 
up pharmacy as a preliminary to the study of medicine, as 


well as a number who were completing their medical education . 


by subsequent attendance at a college of pharmacy, it might be 
of some interest to ascertain what grounds existed that should 
make a pharmaceutical education of so much value to a pros- 
pective practitioner of medicine. 

THE POSITION OF PHARMACY AMONG THE SCIENCES. 

Before going into a detailed consideration of the value of 
the qualifications of a pharmacist to medicine, it will not be 
sniss to speak generally and determine the exact status of phar- 
macy, as regards the distribution of the sciences. The sci- 
ences are broadly divided into pure or theoretical sciences and 
applied or practical sciences; the latter being definable as the 
knowledge of facts, events or phenomena as explained, ac- 
counted for or produced by means of powers, causes or laws; 
the former as the knowledge of these powers, causes or laws, 
considered apart from all application. To the class of pure 
or theoretical sciences belong mathematics, physics, theoretical 
chemistry, psychology, and sociology. To the applied or con- 
crete sciences belong mineralogy, botany, zoology, surgery, ma- 
teria medica, etc. The main distinction between the two di- 
visions is that in pure or theoretical sciences we deal with ab- 
stract knowledge, while with applied or practical sciences 
we work with the concrete application of same. Pharmacy 
was formerly considered a purely practical science, and was 
defined as “the art of the preparation of medicinal substances” ; 
which limited definition it has now outgrown, especially as it 
is taught in modern colleges. It embraces materia medica, 
the study of the natural and commercial history of drugs, their 
physical and medicinal properties and: their chemistry ; pharma- 
cognosy, the histological study of plant drugs, as a means of 
their identification; pharmacology, the study of the effect of 
medicinal agents on the system; physiological anatomy, the 
study of the structure and function of the different organs of 
the human body; chemistry—inorganic and organic—which in- 
¢ludes qualitative and quantitative analyses, toxicology and 
uranalysis; pharmacy proper, which includes all that was 
formerly implied by the general use of this word, and pharma- 
ceutical jurisprudence, the law in its reference to the pharma- 
cist. As such it presents for consideration a tremendous scope 
and becomes at once a profession of mixed sciences—pure or 
theoretical and applied or practical. 

I will not try to give an idea of the even far wider 
range of medicine. It is hard to define its limits, especially 
as compared with those of pharmacy. nor is it necessary to the 
consideration of the subject at hand. It is also a profession of 
mixed sciences, being composed of both theoretical and applied 
sciences. It is broadly and yet intelligibly defined as the sci- 
ence and art of the determination of diseases and the applica- 
tion of treatment for their alleviation. With this definition in 
mind I will take up the different subjects included in pharmacy 
and show how each has a tendency to either make successful the 
realization of the ideal in medicine, or at any rate toeffect amore 
formidable probability of success in the wrestling with those 
conditions which are ever found opposed to the most desired 
in the treatment of the sick. ’ 

THE CHEMISTRY TAUGHT IN PHARMACEUTICAL COLLEGES 


will help both the student and practitioner of medicine. In 
some of the standard medical colleges this is recognized to be 
of such advantage that graduates of pharmacy are excused 
from taking the courses given in this subject, which are at best 
only brief and hurried attempts to cover the desired amount of 
ground in this subject and do not compare favorably with the 
courses given in colleges of pharmacy. In other institutions, 
like.all others who have had collegiate training in chemistry 
and wish to be excused, pharmacists must take an examina- 





..,, Read at the semi-annual meeting of the Alumni Association of the 
College of Pharmacy of the University of California, December 9, 1904. 


tion in lieu of the course offered. However, a graduate of phar- 
macy can always rest assured that he has had a_ better 
training in such important subjects as chemical analysis and 
organic chemistry, as well as additional work in tgxicology 
and uranalysis, the practical exercise in the latter subject well 
befitting him for the more lengthy course given at the medica) 
schools. Chemical incompatibility is better understood and, 
therefore, more skillfully evaded, because of a better under- 
standing of the reaction of chemicals upon each other. 


PHARMACEUTICAL TRAINING IN MATERIA MEDICA, 


It is in materia medica that I think lies the greatest virtue 
of pharmacy as a pre-medical study. As a rule the work given 
in pharmaceutical schools in this line surpasses that given in 
medical colleges by a great margin. There are very few medi- 
cal scholars, indeed, that come as near exhausting this subject 
as the student in pharmacy. The latter not only acquires an inti- 
macy with the concrete drug itself, by handling it almost daily, 
even before entering college, but masters during his term as a 
student the physical, chemical and medical properties of the 
drug, and of its peculiar constituents and preparations. Hand 
in hand with this goes the proper dosage to employ for any de- 
sired effect. The knowledge thus gained and so.well grounded 
will be of inestimable value to him as a student, and especially 
as a practitioner, of medicine. He will appreciate this most 
according to the meagerness of the course that he receives at 
the medical college. I think it can he truly said that, as a 
rule, the most serious gap that is left in a modern medical 
education is the insufficient knowledge gained by medical stu- 
dents of such an important subject as materia medica. It 
seems most deplorable to think of it, but there are instances 
where classes have graduated from supposedly first-class med- 
ical colleges without having received any course in materia 
medica at all. One case in particular that I know of came 
about by a change which resulted in the inclusion of the study 
of materia medica in the second year instead of the third, 
where it had been given. In this way the class which had fin- 
ished the second year’s work and continued with the third 
received no instruction in this subject at all. Considering the 
poor courses generally given in this subject, I think that often 
the best reason why so many doctors do not get good results 
is because they do not understand their drugs well enough. 


THE THERAPEUTIST WILL COME INTO HIS OWN AGAIN. 


It seems quite probable also that the progress that has been 
made rather recently along surgical lines has been in some 
cases due to the same cause—i. e., an insufficient knowledge of 
materia medica. These advances of surgical interference, how- 
ever, cannot continue for long, for, although unquestionably 
recognized as the only means of help in many cases, their un- 
successful and, sometimes, unfortunately, fatal use in instances 
which certainly might have been benefited by proper medical 
treatment has created a dread on the part of the public for such 
procedures which can result in no other conclusion than that 
certain cases are more likely to be helped by the competent 
therapeutist than by the surgeon. Nor do I think that it 
would be the prophecy of a pessimist to say that, although the 
day has come for the surgeon to be “it,” the time is not far 
distant when the competent therapeutist will again have his 
day. There are some who speak of the fallacy of drugs who 
really labor under the greater fallacy of imagining that they 
know anything about it at all. We can then see the great 
help the thorough course in materia medica is to the medical 
man. He knows what to give, how much to give, when to give 
and how to give it, as well as what to expect of it. Can we 
truly say that all doctors know this much? 


WHERE THE BLAME LIES. 


The best proof that they do not know what to give is in the 
fact that they are constantly increasing their tendency to pre- 
scribe proprietary mixtures which the manufacturer recom- 
mends for some line of ills and the composition of which the 
physician knows nothing about. The California State Journal 
of Medicine in its issue for May, 1904, has quite a lengthy arti- 
cle, which is in effect an attack upon an editorial condemnation 
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by the Journal of the American Medical Association with re- 
gard to what the latter terms “commercialism” of the modern 
drug store. My reason for calling attention to this journalistic 
combat is to show that it is the result of an insufficient knowl- 
edge of materia medica possessed by too many of our doctors 
to-day. Says the California State Journal of Medicine, after 
quoting from the other journal mentioned, “But why shirk 
the blame and lay it all on the pharmacist? Who is it that 
can no longer write a prescription without specifying some- 
body’s preparation or somebody’s mixture? It is 
the doctor who has been for years forcing the pharmacist from 
his prefession into ‘commercialism,’ until now at least 75 per 
cent of the medicine used is ready-to-take stuff which the 
manufacturer recommends for some line of ills, and the phy- 
sician knows nothing about it. Is it the pharmacist or 
the physician who is so densely ignorant of his own profes- 
sion that he does not know that hexamethylene tetramine is 
hexamethylene tetramine, even though it masquerades under 
seven different names?’ That such questions as these should be 
asked, and by a medical journal too, is the best evidence that 
they are of importance, and another reason why one should seek 
to be above such questioning by fitting himself along these lines. 

The medical student who has had a course in pharmacy has 
been well drilled in dosage and of overdosage; he has learned of 
the symptoms produced and the method of treating poisoning 
by toxic drugs. This is bound to be of use to him in his medi- 
cal experience. An acquaintance with the synonyms of drugs 
would preciude the possibility of his prescribing for a patient 
(under another name) a drug which had been already unsuc- 
cessfully tried. 


HOW A KNOWLEDGE OF BOTANY WOULD SERVE THE PHYSICIAN. 


The knowledge of botany acquired in the pharmacy course 
would be of much use to a doctor of medicine if he were to go 
to some country where he had to gather his own medicinal 
plants. Both gross and histological means of identification 
could be advantageously employed. 


THE BENEFITS OF A KNOWLEDGE OF PHARMACY. 


A thorough knowledge of pharmacy, the art of preparing 
medicinal substances, would be to an otherwise good physician 
what an attractive window would be to an otherwise neat store, 
a finishing touch. This accomplishment would be as much or- 
namental as it is useful to a physician. Often he would be 
able to write a prescription which, instead of being curative 
only, without any regard to the patient’s palate, sight or sense 
of smell, might accomplish the object of Asclepiades, curare 
cito, tute et jucunde; i. e., to enable a drug, no matter what its 
taste, smell or odor may be, to “cure quickly, safely and pleas- 
antly.” In treating children and persons who exhibit dislike 
to the conscious use of otherwise satisfactory remedies, this 
is of importance. As examples of what is meant, I might men- 
tion the use of syrup of verba santa to disguise the bitter taste 
of quinine and the addition of oil of citronella to deodorize 
ichthyol, whose odor is highly disagreeable to some people. 
These as well as the use of gelatine-coated pills, capsules, 
cachets, suppositories, and a number of other methods, which 
could be made use of in the prescribing of unpleasant, but still 
efficient drugs, are evidences that a physician need not be ac- 
cused of making exaggerated efforts to be complete if he uses 
some discretion in this regard. Negligence along these lines 
is often resultant in disgusting failures, especially with children 
and those whose stomachs are apt to rebel against the invasion 
of certain crude and unbearable mixtures. If one who has 
graduated at a pharmaceutical college is not versed in these 
matters, it is his own fault, considering their frequent occur- 
rence in drug stores. 

Having had experience with them, the indefinite strengths 
of some preparations would not seem such a paradox to him 
as it appears to many who have not had this advantage. He 
would in many cases see the reason of such a failure of a drug 
to act in a certain way, as has often shaken the faith of many 
prescribers in really meritorious remedies. Again, if it should 
be that on some occasion he had prescribed some specific for 
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a given ailment and had not received results, he could notice the 
color, taste or odor of what had been dispensed and note if any 
mistake had been made in dispensing his prescription, which 
event happens as frequently as does that of a prescription 
calling for something which is not wanted by a physician at all. 
That the ability to discover the reason of failure, which so often 
baffles the physician, is worth possessing, is obvious, which is 
shown by the success which often accompanies the absence of 
these errors. Of incompatibility I shall speak in the next 
paragraph. 
PRACTICE IN DISPENSING. 


Dispensing offers probably a better opportunity to the pros- 
pective physician for studying incompatibility than any other 
method of teaching this subject. An apprenticeship behind the 
prescription counter would make more lasting the instances of 
chemical indiscretion displayed by some practitioners in their 
efforts to obtain the combined action of two or more drugs. 
To the prescriptionist, unlike the physician, of course, the 
wonder is not that certain mixtures fail to produce desired re- 
sults at times, but, rather, that they sometimes do, considering 
the chemical or therapeutical antagonism formulated by pre- 
scription. The apathy of these physicians is but little less 
restricted in therapeutical incompatibility, which is no doubt 
reflective of the casual knowledge of materia medica pos- 
sessed by these men. Another form of incompatibility that the 
pharmacist learns to guard against is between the dose and 
action desired. He is liable to bear in mind that different quan- 
tities and frequency of administration of the same drug produce 
definite variable results, which are apt to mislead as to the 
efficiency of treatment when not understood, but useful if borne 
in mind in the production of several physiological effects with 
the same drug. Experience in dispensing also allows of a 
considerable degree of correctness to be attained in the writing 
of prescriptions, as well as the recognition of the importance 
of legible chirography and proper expression of what is wanted 
in a prescription. I think everybody will agree that this is 
desirable, although I am unpleasantly certain that a scrutiny 
of a prescription file would not bear me out in this matter. 


THE PHYSIOLOGY AND ANATOMY GENERALLY TAUGHT AT COLLEGES 
OF PHARMACY, 


while sufficient to make more concretely understood the action 
of drugs, and this is the only object that it is sought to accom- 
plish, cannot compare to be equivalent to the courses given in 
medical colleges; but to the latter they are useful as prelimi- 
nary work, giving a good idea of the arrangement of the differ- 
ent morphological parts, as well as a general consideration of 
the physiological co-ordination of the same. 

Pharmaceutical jurisprudence as taught in many colleges 
gives one the general principles of law as well as the particular 
application of these to the pharmacist. There is sufficient inti- 
macy between pharmaceutical and medical jurisprudence to 
make one almost the counterpart of the other. Indeed, in many 
cases cited the reasoning is identical and the decisions rendered 
are sometimes of as much importance to the physician as to 
the pharmacist. Often it is only when we know the legal re- 
sponsibilities of the one that we can comprehend those of the 
other. 

THE PHARMACIST’S BUSINESS KNOWLEDGE. 


Besides the advantages dwelt upon, which are all, either in 
part or entirely, gained at the college itself, the student of 
medicine, who has been a pharmacist, has another advantage— 
a commercial experience. There is no use denying that the 
term “drug clerk” is to some extent applicable to the average 
pharmacist. In many ways he is a clerk. He buys and sells 
and keeps, as a rule, a set of books, at least a ledger, where 
are inserted items that are to be charged to different customers, 
To be sure his capacity in clerking is not ordinarily so im- 
portant as it is to a drygoods clerk. One seeking a drug clerk 
is apt, and justly so, to scrutinize the applicant’s other requis- 
ites than the more casual qualification of being able to balance 
an intricate account. But, nevertheless, the experience gained 
even in this line is sure to be of use to him as a practitioner 
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especially if he is to be successful enough to require a 
concise yet brief method of keeping his business relations with 
his patients. Should he at any time be liable to these, he is sure 
to be saved trouble and expense, as well as unnecessary time in 
trying to figure out the financial standing of his patients. The 
value of having encountered a good number of people in business 
is that he will be prepared for their tactics in the future. 
In fact, for a physician it is doubly important for him to have 
the faculty of meeting people and making a favorable impres- 
sion as regards being cool and collected, and this acquirement is 
to be approached, gained or improved by the daily contact at the 
drug store of sick and healthy patrons of all classes and dis- 
positions. 
THE QUESTION OF TIME AND EXPENSE. 

The question of extra time and expense required for such a 
lengthy course can be dismissed briefly. While it would seem 
that a pre-medical study in pharmacy must be an extra in- 
vasion upon the funds of a prospective practitioner, it really 
need not be made so. If one who made up his mind to study 
medicine were to first spend one or two years in a pharmacy, 
he could at the end of this time have accumulated enough to 
put him through a college of pharmacy. If this were not 
enough, he could always do some relief work while attending 
college, and the compensation for this would probably more than 
make up for the deficiency. Of course a young man could best 
apply the years required by this plan, for it would do him little 
good to complete his medical course previous to the time needed 
to go through the stages suggested. And again, the fact that 
he had taken these means to better prepare himself for his 
life work would bring him fruit, for the public at large recog- 
nize the intimacy of pharmacy and medicine and are somewhat 
skeptical about these “rapidly-made” doctors, whose liability 
to make mistakes is unfortunately (?) magnified by the public. 

While 1 am somewhat doubtful about the advisability of 
accepting this advantage, the physician who is also a pharma- 
cist might put in some time in a drug store, did his circum- 
stances warrant it, which, according to the laws of most States, 
is more than could be done by another physician under any 
circumstances. Similarly a pharmacist-physician could also 
own and conduct a pharmacy, which is again in excess of the 
privileges granted to one who is a physician only. 

As a concluding summary I would say that 
PHARMACY IS A HIGHLY SATISFACTORY PRELIMINARY TO MEDICINE, 


It offers opportunities to the medical man which are not to 
be gained in any other way. Of the subjects which are common 
to both professions some are better treated in pharmacy, while 
there are still other advantages that are not to be gained in a 
purely medical course. Pharmacy meets in a high measure 
the more lengthy application to medical work that is favored 
by the public. After the study of pharmacy and medicine the 
resulting doctor is more elderly in years, wider in experience, 
and riper in his manhood—more able in every way to labor 


For the cause that lacks assistance, 
*Gainst the wrongs that need resistance, 
For the good that we can do. 


Syrup of Wild Cherry. 
Prof. Henry G. Greenish in the Pharmaceutical Journal 
proposes the following formula for syrup of wild cherry: 
Wild cherry bark, in 20 powder. .6 oz. (Imp.) 
Distilled water.............. 14 fl. oz. (Imp.) 
Macerate for 12 hours, press strongly and reserve the ex- 
pressed liquid. Add 8 fluid ounces more water, macerate for 
4 hours and press as before. Mix the expressed liquids and 


filter onto— 

Refined sugar................4. 30 oz. (Imp.) 
NEDA oo 6 cisidc sess oeoea bs 21% fl. oz. (Imp.) 
Dissolve without heat, and add sufficient distilled water to pro- 

duce 2 pints. 


The process was carried through with half the quantities 
given. The first pressing yielded 5 fluid ounces of liquid and 
the second 3% ounces. Filtration was slow, and some difficulty 
was experienced in obtaining a fairly bright filtrate. The 
finished syrup was, however, quite bright. 
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THE COLOR TESTS FOR CODLIVER OIL.* 
By E. W. MANN. 


A drop of sulphuric acid added to a few drops of the oil on a 
porcelain slab develops a violet coloration. 

These are the words describing the British Pharmacopeia 
color test for codliver oil, a test concerning the value of which 
there has been much dispute. In the first place, it seems pos- 
sible that discrepancies may arise from differences in the man- 
ner of carrying out the test. A literal reading requires the acid 
to be added to the oil and the whole left undisturbed; under 
these conditions I have found that with genuine oils the drop 
of acid assumes a dark reddish brown color with violet streaks 
crossing its surface. If the mixture is now thoroughly stirred 
a vivid violet coloration will develop. There seems little room 
for doubt that this is the result officially intended, and in con- 
sequence a direction to stir must be read into the B. P. de- 
scription. Working in this manner, I have never yet met with 
a genuine steam prepared oil which has failed to give the violet 
coloration, but, as before reported (C. € D., December 5, 1903, 
page 939), have found other liver oils to give violet colors in 
some cases equally intense with that of pure codliver oil. 
Meyer's test similarly does not develop any intense tint until 
the mixture is stirred, when a vivid salmon pink is obtained— 
a result which, as before reported, is confined in my experience 
to codliver oil, and which is invariably given by such oil. 

In view of statements concerning the effect of age, hy- 
drolysis, etc., on the color reactions given by the oil (C. € D. 
January 16, 1904, page 92), the result of the following experi- 
ments may be of interest. Three samples of oil prepared as 
under were taken as representative of varying conditions of 
the oil: . 

1. Selected livers were taken, carefully freed from gall, and 
the oil rendered at a temperature not exceeding 80 degrees C. 
in three portions, each of which was carefully refined and fil- 
tered. The amount of free fatty acid, calculated as oleic, 
ranged from 0.19 to 0.25 per cent. 

2. Selected livers were placed in a barrel and allowed to 
stand in a warm place for three months. At the end of that 
time the livers were much decomposed and a brownish oil had 
risen to the surface. This was removed and treated as before. 
Free fatty acid was 5.02 per cent. 

3. A sample of Norwegian oil season 1903 was prepared in 
the factory of Messrs. Southall Brothers & Barclay, Limited, 
and contained 0.71 per cent. of free acid. 


Subjected to the sulphuric acid test samples 1 and 3 gave 
the orthodox coloration; sample 2 gave a violet coloration, but 
the purity of the color was marred by a strong brown shade. 
With Meyer’s test no difference could be detected between the 
three. 

The conclusions to be drawnt from these experiments and 
my own experience seem to be that while, given a genuine oil 
prepared from fresh livers, the correct violet color of the B. P. 
test will always be obtained, it does not by any means follow 
that, the converse of this is true; for, as I have previously 
shown, a sample may be largely adulterated or even consist 
wholly of foreign oil and yet give a perfect sulphuric acid re- 
action. Meyer’s test (which I prefer to use prepared from 
two vols. of nitric acid and one vol. of sulphuric freshly 
mixed) has invariably in my hands given a vivid salmon pink 
with genuine oils, but, although I have yet to meet with an 
adulterant which gives a color in any way approaching that 
of the pure oil, a reference to my former communication will, I 
think, show that mixtures might be prepared which would give 
more or less satisfactory colors with this test. 

It will therefore be seen that to a large extent the color 
tests are of negative value, and that while failure to obtain 
the reaction or a much modified reaction would necessarily 
imply adulteration, on the other hand success with the tests 
does not absolutely guarantee freedom from admixture of allied 
oils, and the present state of our knowledge of codliver oil the 
safest course for the retailer would appear to be to stock re- 
liable oil from an authentic source. 





* The Chemist and Druggist. 
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PHARMACY NOTES.’ 
By Harotp WYATT. 

The noting Of peculiarities in the prescriptions one enters 
in one’s prescription register and of the methods adopted 
to overcome difficulties which may arise in dispensing them 
is to my mind one of the many ways of keeping up that 
knowledge of chemistry and pharmacy which we are all found 
to possess, if but for a period in our lives, knowledge which in 
the majority of cases becomes gradually moss-grown and stag- 
nant from the want of a little judicious using. 

The opportunities for using our knowledge are admittedly 
less under modern conditions in pharmacy than they were 
formerly, chiefly owing to the change which has taken 
place in medical prescribing, and to the too frequent order- 
ing of pharmaceutical specialties; nevertheless, I maintain 
that any one with even a few prescriptions a week to 
handle cannot do better than make a hobby of his work, and 
by concentrating his experience and scientific knowledge upon 
it, turn it out in such a way as to bring credit to himself as a 
master craftsman and influence favorably the reputation of 
the body of which he is a member. 

In the following notes, which are part of a series I have 
been bringing before you from time to time, I claim no origi- 
nality of method—they are simply a record of practical ex- 
perience, and show what was done to cope with the peculiari- 
ties of the cases cited just as they came to hand. 


ORDER OF MIXING COPAIBA MIXTURES. 


The order of mixing causes a marked variation in the fol- 
lowing case: 


ELE KG chaes'one swede cus bee's aiv. 3 
Se Pe eer re diij. 6 
AD soaps ss nd abshasens div. 4 
Ps sec <.ccs ceeha¥sens SRS Sia | 
NEG Bk ''s kv o's bw was seaw mean's bvj. 5 
Se RS 9 50050 usta en seks ad 3vj. 2 


M. ft. mist. 

Make the mucilage in the bottle, add half the chloroform 
water, and shake with the copaiba until emulsified, then add 
the other ingredients, make up, and finally add the liq. potasse. 
This gives a fine, even, white emulsion. 

If the lig. potassse be added to the copaiba the emulsion is 
not so good, and is yellower in color. 

This mixture exemplifies the fallacy of using two emulsifiers 


at the same time. 
BARK MIXTURES. 


Ce err ae 
a ts esis tn ein Sas tebe oto diss. 1 
Rn, diss. 3 
DEE “sgdbbobtscetacsuacceescase ad 3vj 4 

M. ft. mist. 


Mix the acid, spt. chlorof., and extract together and pour 
into the water. Any other way gives a flaky deposit. 
This is further shown in the following mixture: 


Es ss 668s Sia oF wie aleve cK aij. 1 
ee rene eee - | a 4 
SNe eee ad 3iv. 3 

M. ft. mist. 


Mix the bark with the acid and pour into the water. If the 
order be reversed and the tincture added to the acid and water 
a precipitate of a much darker color and much more bulky 
comes down. 

FERRI ET QUININZ CITRAS IN MIXTURES. 

A troublesome class where incompatibles are prescribed with 

the scale preparation : 


Sp ee OE EES WOE, a sco vcivde wes wbeoess 3j. 3 
Ss NG oie os aks Ss bN% dies Veo eet 3j. 2 
NN i 8X5 Scie W's Hine Kosice « diss. 1 
INK 55.58 s'v5h Meecha bbws tayo s Siij. 4 
TS inks» bbw an a-¢.4m Aigin'e oeine aij. 5 
EE TID s 66.00 9:0. 0 © sin 0a Sin 0 6 ad 3vj. 6 

M. ft. mist. 


Dilute the acid with half the aq. menth. pip. and add the 


‘Read before the Liverpool Chemists’ Association, on Thursday, 
December 8, 1904, reprinted from The Pharmaceutical Journal. 
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other ingredients dissolved and mixed with the remainder ot 
that menstruum. 

When the acid is added to the ferri et quin. cit. only slightly 
diluted a white precipitate of ferric phosphate comes down. 


WE Nh bia iain soso fe wc SS s Seed 3j 
aN 5's. 50.6 0 old isd REA 3ij 
BE, SIE onc 0 cos nen cay A Seb ed bean 3ij 
eee ere Pre res a ad 3vj 


M. ft. mist. 

The precipitate which one would expect in this mixture is 
so finely divided and so well suspended by the myrrh and aloin 
soaps in the decoction that it gives no trouble and is not notice- 
able. 


BE. ORIN BOD a n0c.o 2 <:d0Scnh Gaon saa aaa 5ij 
ogee Ea UE. | ae aan im eien to dlij 
Se, ME 00 6 ss ca bee epee ante e es 5iss 
TE DOCG VOI «6 os i vic 5 oa DieasRt Wve even 3V 
DIE 5s bw ine 5 a0 dR SG a Ronse Re 58s 

M. ft. mist. 


Instead of the tincture of nux vomica an equivalent amount 
of the liq. extract was employed to avoid the excess of alcohol 
precipitating the ferri et. quin. cit. 


GE SURO. BIO . oooh os oss oe weeane dij 
Ferri et quin. cit............csseeeees mxXxiv 
a AE: eS SIN OLA nos ad 3vj 


M. ft. mist. 

With the consent of the doctor a fluid ounce of infusion of 
senega was used in this to suspend the precipitate, the patient 
objecting to a thick gummy or sweet mixture. 

INSOLUBLE POWDERS IN MIXTURES. 

I find that with bismuth. subnit. the mucilage is better 
mixed in the bottle with half the menstruum, and the bismuth 
levigated with the rest of the menstruum, a small amount at 
a time, and poured into the mucilage. 

Bismuth carbonate does not really require mucilage to sus- 
pend it if it be kept freshly percipitated under water in the 
proportion of 60 grains to the fluid ounce. 

My method is to calculate the amount of bismuth oxide 
in a required amount of bismuth carbonate, then take an 
equivalent in bismuth subnitrate, dissolve it with heat in ex- 
cess of nitric acid diluted with twice its volume of water, and 
pour into plenty of warm solution of sodium carbonate, after- 
ward washing the precipitated bismuth carbonate well by 
decantation. 

It keeps well and by varying the temperature at which it is 
precipitated and washed it may be obtained in almost any de- . 
sired state of density. 

With subnitrate the method does not answer, as it con- 
tinually yields up its nitric radical, so that finally it becomes 
little better than bismuth oxide, a fact pointed out by our presi- 
dent, Mr. Cowley, in one of his numerous and valuable con- 
tributions read before the association. 


Re ee Pee oo re 3ij 
Bimnath. CAFOONAUS. 66 sik ve ccde sts 3ij 
AGG, MHGPOCTON. GIs . 62s ciccce cessive Mm Xxiv 
BE MINOR: oo 5 0s seer wk baneeveudves 3iv 
CETTE rrr ire ad 5viij 


M. ft. mist. 

A good opportunity to use bismuth carbonate in the way 
mentioned occurred here, and obtained for me a good client. 

Bismuth salicylate is best compounded by rubbing fine in 
a mortar, moistening with the tinctures so as to drive out the 
air its particles contain, mixing with the water and then pour- 
ing into the bottle onto the mucilage. 


Dp MR ry oes osetbe Sar siawe eae 6% aij 
Err? gr. 1xxx 
INR iis ¢ kos oN occa vascane sevens > 3ij 
BEE NE POIs oc cone vere seneebees 38s 
eS Serer ere a ad 5viij 

M. ft. mist. 


Magnesize carb. and magnesia make much smoother mix- 
tures if rubbed through a muslin strainer in a thin cream. This 
applies to nearly all insoluble powders, for the foreign bodies, 
sieve hairs, etc., removed from them when they are strained is 
rather surprising. 
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Boric acid, though not exactly an isoluble body, gives some 
trouble when in fairly large amounts owing to ifs tendency to 
float on the liquid. This can always be prevented by damping 
it with the tinctures before adding the water. 


eo sk sk ann arte Sinn ce 3ij 
Ste INE ida bn sing # oie Bias ei wiocs duns war 3vj 
So NINN 5007s <6 i553. aoa 4.0 t. 60 0. 60-0 ave 0.8 a alere eee 
| ah ad Mea aia SAIS RIAD aa a a ad 3vj 


M. ft. mist. 


Proceed. as above and the mixture is easily turned out. 
The following is a case in which one would look for a mix- 
ture requiring a “ shake” label: 


BGI Cig koe Wis ce cen eb. cl eeew os bedle SOMy 
BE ay a TIT 7 
6 SR OO | 2 
Us UNUMIRUIOD 6 oi g 5 o's dnw'e'n s oes ae o0.0 eee 3ij 
a eras oo oc eles oiais 4's 4.4.4 8 ocd oth ad 3vj 


M. ft. mist. 

In practice it proves to be quite clear, for the pot. cit. and 
acid. boric. react to produce potassium borate and free citric 
acid. : 

Salts in excess of solubility give frequent trouble, the great- 
est sinner in this respect being potassium chlorate. This would 
not be so if prescribers had the advantages of sodium chlorate 
pointed out to them. Its solubility is such that it should com- 
mend itself on that score alone, not to mention that its percent- 
age of the chlorate radical is considerably higher than in the 
potassium salt. . 

The following mixtures show its advantages where used in- 
stead of the potassium chlorate: 


SS era ee 
IN oo pia ate vs @'s bi 0rd 6 10 K0, od shade waee 
ASEM, MINOR gs 0s anos + 8:4 so 08s 0 0A 3ij 
ae .ad 3iv 

M. ft. mist. 

Ik Ammon. carb...... 5 aneoeraieas aea 
Pot. chlorat...... ae pric'a, Soka -a’ oth Seb MLO iij 
Tr. camph. ¢o...... REG See PEF es 
Ws, MONO. bic sss vy os Siahe fore en 
PE SUG oop ie oe okies wes feb ake yaw has soe 
BG. CRIOTOL.. oi ccicicaacs Cee eT eee” ad 5vj 


M. ft. mist. 
Sodium chlorate gives fine, clear mixtures. 


USES OF HYPOPHOSPHOROUS ACID IN DISPENSING. 


There are many cases where a few drops of hypophos- 
phorous acid will work wonders in the prevention of iodine 
liberation in certain mixtures, and medical men to whom I 
have mentioned its use have, without exception, agreed as to 
its advantages. 

Where quinine and an acid and iodide of potassium are pre- 
scribed together, we all know what peculiar changes take place, 
an example of which is the following: 


MINERS MURINE 5655. 6'o9 0d o's co os ae vivo ats gr. Xxxvi 
Acid hydrobrom. dil... alee koe ae ala a div 
OS Se ee rere Te ee re oe 5j 
MUNI 955.d50's b.ce os db 4.0 5 v4 aw Weceds Svj 
WU INN c\ ah a's aioe s ag! cbs nod Xadcd De ha pte A diij 
TE SEE oss. 64 Sis 9 0 Bide DOOR ad 3vj 


M. ft. mist. 


By adding to this 24 drops of acid. 
coloration is prevented entirely. 

Where syr. ferri iodidi has become colored, as it will do, 
particularly in winter, when the actinic power of daylight is 
not sufficiently active to reduce the ferric oxyiodide gradually 
formed by the action of the air, warming gently and dropping 
in sufficient hypophosphorous acid will soon bring it back to its 
sea green color. 


hypophosph. B. P. C. 


Ipecac Pilis Coated with Salol.—Roberts gives the follow- 
ing hint in regard to making ipecac pills which are coated with 
salol (Union Pharmaceutique, 1904, page 410): The pills are 
first prepared in the ordinary way, and then dipped into an 
ethereal solution of salol, or simply into melted salol, which is 
allowed to cool. In this manner ipecac may be administered 
for its other properties without causing nausea or vomiting. 
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The Detection of Curcuma as an Adulterant. 

Linde (Apotheker Zeitung, No. 68, 1904) gives the following 
account of the methods of determining the presence of curcuma 
in powders. In 1902, Bell called attention to the fact that the 
presence of curcuma in powders could be demonstrated by 
means of a solution of diphenylamin, which gives a reddish- 
purple color with curcuma. The reagent was prepared by Bell by 
dissolving 1 Gm. of diphenylamin in 20 Ce. of alcohol (90 per 
cent.) and adding 25 Cc. of sulphuric acid. According to Bell, no 
other vegetable powder beside curcuma gives the reaction de- 
scribed. <A later research by Saul showed, however that this reac- 
tion was not due to the diphenylamin, but depended merely on the 
action of concentrated sulphuric acid in the presence of alcohol; 
that the same change of color occurs even in the absence of 
diphenylamin, and that it disappears on the addition of water. 
It appears, therefore, that the presence of alcohol is necessary 
in addition to sulphuric acid to produce the reaction. 

But even alcohol is not necessary, according to the last men- 
tioned author, and the mere presence of concentrated sulphuric 
acid alone suffices to produce a purple red color. The reaction 
in question is not new by any. means, as it has been described 
as early as 1876 by Herman in his dissertation “On the De- 
termination of Some Organic Combinations” (Leipsic, 1876). 

In the anatomical atlas of Tschirsch-Oesterle, we find the 
following data concerning the action of sulphuric acid on sur- 
cuma: (a) Concentrated sulphuric acid at first colors the 
rhizome of curcuma a deep orange, then, from the edges in- 
ward a reddish-orange appears, and finally a reddish-brown 
precipitate is noted; the acid remains colorless; (b) dilute sul- 
phurie acid produces in the rhizome of curcuma, especially in 
the secreting cells, a carmine-red color, which in the remain- 
ing portions of the plant becomes a yellowish-brown. 

The test with powdered curcuma should be executed by 
placing the powder to be examined on a clean slide over 
a piece of white paper, mixing a small amount of this 
powder with a drop of sulphuric acid, and stirring with a 
glass rod. The use of sulphuric acid and of alcohol does offer 
an improvement on the old methods, inasmuch as the red color 
obtained with it is very much brighter and more beautiful 
than that obtained with the simple sulphuric acid moderately 
diluted with water. This reaction, however, is not sufficient 
to determine the presence of curcuma in powders, and the 
reason for this is that other vegetable powders besides cur- 
cuma give the same color change as occurs with this drug. 
Among these may be mentioned cubebs, Pernambuco wood and 
Campeche wood. In order to test the genuineness of cubebs, 
the German Pharmacopeia prescribes that a small amount of 
sulphuric acid be added to -bits of the seeds of the berries, 
which should turn a bright red color. According to Hartwich, 
however, the reaction is obtainable not only with the seeds 
but also with the other parts of the berry. The present author 
believes that the number of drugs which give the same re- 
action with sulphuric acid will be increased; if further search 
be made. 


Concentrated Solutions of Quinine Prepared with the Aid 
of Boric Acid and Glycerin.—Baroni (Zeitschrift des Oester- 
reichischen Apotheker Vereines, 1904, No. 43) describes the fol- 
lowing method of preparing concentrated solutions of quinine 
such as are required at times. Four hundred grammes of 
quinine freshly precipitated from a solution of 680 grammes of 
the bisulphate are mixed with water to form a paste, and the 
latter is macerated for 12 hours, with occasional stirring, with 
153 grammes of boric acid and 440 grammes of pure glycerin of 
the specific gravity of 1.260. A perfect solution is obtained and 
is filtered into a vessel holding 1,000 Ce. The vessel in which 
the solution was prepared and the filter are washed with a mix- 
ture consisting of 25 per cent. glycerin and 75 per cent water 
until the filtrate contains 1,000 grammes. Each Cc. of this solu- 
tion contains 0.4 gramme of quinine. The solution is poured 
into flasks each holding 1 Cc., and the flasks and their con- 
tents are carefully sterilized in streaming steam for an hour. 
The boric acid used seems to help the quinine to dissolve in the 
same way as does caffeine in solutions of basicin. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 


\ 





Preparation of Camphor Water.—According to the Apothe- 
ker Zeitung (1904, page 699), the best method of preparing 
camphor water is to place 40 grammes of camphor in a linen 
bag and hang the latter on a small glass rod in a bottle of the 
proper size. The camphor is washed down with 4 liters of 
hot water and is allowed to stand in the sun for 12 hours. 


Curaril is a new preparation of curare which is intended for 
the treatment of lockjaw. It is accurately dosable, and is said 
by Berge and Levy (Therapie der Gegenwart, 1904, No. 9) to 
relieve the spasms, etc., during attacks of lockjaw. The prep- 
aration is used subcutaneously and is made by Heinrich Byk, 
of Berlin. 


Casein Albumose Soap.—According to the Seifenfabrikant 
(1904, No. 45), a new superfatted soap has been placed on the 
market known as casein albumose soap, which is said to remain 
neutral even after hydrolysis, as the lactalbumose which it 
contains neutralizes any alkali that may develop in the soap. 
This soap has been combined with various medicinal substances 
and is well borne by the skin, even in eczemas. 


Paint and Varnish Remover.—A patent was recently 
granted in England for making a paint and varnish remover as 
follows: 300 parts of slaked lime are mixed with 75 parts of 
powdered soda or potash, into which 60 parts of a mixture con- 
sisting of 60 parts of petroleum, 300 parts of alcohol or acetone, 
and 75 parts of soft soap are stirred. As a thickening the addi- 
tion of 450 parts of chalk is recommended. Two minutes’ appli- 
cation only is necessary for oil paints. Burnt lacquers, however, 
need a longer time, about two hours, and are then washed off 
with water. 


Argemone Mexicana.—This is an Indian papaveraceous 
plant which is recommended by Fromme (the maker of anti- 
morphine) as a remedy for morphine habit. It is claimed that 
this plant contains an alkaloid which resembles morphine, but 
is exactly opposed to it in action. Hartwich, however, finds 
(Pharmaceutische Zeitung, 1904, page 760) that the infusion of 
these leaves, which are said to contain morphine, is used in 
coughs by the natives in Africa, and that the same use is made 
of the flowers in Mexico. As Fromme’s “ antimorphine” has 
been shown to contain morphine, it is interesting to know 
whether this plant also contains that alkaloid, and therefore 
is not different from many of the so-called remedies against 
morphine habit. 


An Improved Tincture of Opium.—A process for the man- 
ufacture of an improved tincture of opium which has almost 
no odor, is pleasant to the taste, and does not cause nausea, 
is given in a recent issue of Apotheker Zeitung (1904, page 
700). One hundred grammes of powdered opium and 50 
grammes of calcium phosphate are mixed to a paste with the 
aid of hot water. After adding the same amount of fine white 
sand, the mass is evaporated to dryness. This mass is next 
moistened well with hot water and after being allowed to 
stand for 12 hours is percolated with hot water until 700 Cc. 
have passed through the percolator. After cooling, the perco- 
late is filtered, evaporated to 500 Cc., mixed gradually with 
500.Ce. of alcohol, and after filtering again, enough 48.5 per 
cent. alcohol is added to make 1,000 Ce. The tincture does not 
form any precipitate even after standing a very long while. 


The Freezing Point of Milk in Testing for Aaulteration. 
—Desmouliére (Journal de Pharmacie et de Chimie, Decem- 
ber 1, 1904, page 499) concludes a research on the value of 
eryoscopy (determination of the freezing point) in milk for 
the detection of adulterations in this fluid, by stating that this 
procedure is only applicable in connection with other and 
chemical tests, as in itself it is fallacious and may lead to 





errors in judgment. The freezing point is not influenced by 
the amount of fat in solution, and therefore the removal of 
cream from milk will pass unnoticed if cryoscopy alone is re- 
lied on. The addition of various adulterants to milk after the 
latter has been diluted restores the freezing point to normal. 
Examples of these are sodium bicarbonate, formaldehyde and 
sodium phosphate. Glycerin, which is often added to milk, 
cannot be detected by the freezing point method. This pro- 
cedure must only be employed, therefore, as a supplement to 
other tests. 


A Substitute for Smelling Salts.—The Apotheker Zeitung 
credits a French medical journal with the following recipes 
for inhalants, which are intended for use in restoring the victim 
of a fainting spell in much the same way as the familiar smelling 
salt is used, though in the case of the inhalant 15 or 20 drops 
are placed on a pocket handkerchief and administered in that 


way. The formulas are as follows: 
) 
NOE 3. oS Ss odin 010 8 cies Oye ee een meee Gm. 5 
ere tae mr Ty ees ry es Gm. 5 
CONE oo. saves eee oak aeewe ea eee Gm. 5 
ION xo edie ds. 000 we aware aemeeee een Gm. 1 
Stronger ammonia. ........00sc0sesceeg gtt. x 
M 
II. 
EP emo ES Me eee oi” Gm. 10 
Se re tir Gm. 
REINO 385555 <icwia.ssee-w cbs eee eee a eee Gm. 1 
ey rr Gm, 2 
SHUOERE MOOTIC CE go os 5cdsinins'sid wares Sew gtt. L 
M. 


Fifteen or twenty drops of either one of these solutions on a 
handkerchief are to be inhaled through the nostrils. 


Vanilla Which Contains Heliotropin.—An interesting re- 
search by Goeller (Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, 1904, page 
192) shows that there is a variety of vanilla which, while useful 
for the purposes of perfumery, cannot be used as a spice on 
account of its contents of heliotropin. There are, as we know, 
many varieties of vanilla which differ considerably from the 
official Vanilla planifolia. Thus the fruits of Vanilla pompona 
are sold under the name of vanillon, pompona, or Guayra 
vanilla. These fruits are shorter, but larger and stouter than 
those of, the ordinary vanilla. In addition to vanillin, these 
fruits, moreover, contain heliotropin (piperonylic aldehyde, pi- 
peronal), and can only be used for perfumery. In addition 
to this variety, which can be easily recognized and distinguished 
from true vanilla, there is a vanilla which comes from Tahiti 
and has all the external characteristics of the official fruit. 
The beans are, in fact, derived from Vanilla planifolia, but also 
contain heliotropin. In these we find nothing to show that they 
differ from the official fruit except a faint odor of piperonal. 
Chemical tests are useless, as phloroglucine and hydrochloric 
acid with this fruit at once give the red color which also appears 
with vanillin. The only way to distinguish the Tahiti vanilla 
is by the odor of piperonal, which is quite characteristic. The 
author concludes that pharmacists should, therefore, be careful 
how they accept a cheaper vanilla and that the official standard 
should be more precise, and not merely based on the fact that 
the vanilla which is accepted should have a strongly aromatic 
odor. 


Adulteration of Milk with Cacao Butter.—The _ subter- 
fuges resorted to by milk dealers in order to circumvent the 
chemists and sanitarians whose duty it is to watch over. the 
purity of the milk supply are so ingenious that every now 
and then a new one is discovered. A French writer has (Moni- 
teur Scientifique, October, 1904) observed that in a large 
creamery quantities of cacao butter were added to skimmed 





milk in order to raise its contents of fat to the required 
amount. He says that this fraud is practiced on quite an ex- 
tensive scale in the milk sent to Paris for consumption. The 
way to tell such an adulterated milk is to dip a clean glass rod 
into it. If the butter fat is all natural the glass rod will be 
covered by a uniform opaque layer. On the other hand, if the 
milk has been “ doctored” with artificial oils, then the emul- 
sion can never be perfect and there will be minute granules on 
the rod, showing the particles of the oil which were not emulsi- 
fied. If the adulterated milk is boiled and then allowed to cool 
for several hours in a test tube, a crown of fat will be found 
adherent to the walls of the tube. The most important feature 
of this fraud is that the ordinary tests, as practiced by munici- 
pal chemists, do not detect it. Another test which is very sim- 
ple and practical is the addition of 150 grammes of benzin to 
a liter of the suspected milk. If the butter fat is natural it is 
coated with albuminoid material, and therefore does not dis- 
solve in the benzin readily. On the other hand, the added fat is 
readily soluble, and thus a much larger amount of fat is ob- 
tained on shaking the adulterated milk with benzin than is 
yielded by normal milk under similar conditions. 


Tests for the Purity of Commercial Tannins.—Gluecks- 
mann (Pharmaceutische Post, 1904, page 429) says that the 
tannin of commerce is not a pure product, but a mixture of 
several chemical substances. Owing to the diversity of the 
modes in svhich it is prepared, the commercial product known 
as tannin varies greatly in composition. The chief constitu- 
ent is digallic acid, but there are also pyrogallol, a glucoside, 
phleroglucin, gallic acid and ellagic acid. The methods of test- 
ing described in the various pharmacopeias are often defective, 
and the author proposes a test. His method of testing is de- 
pendent upon the formation of a condensation product of tan- 
nie acid and formic aldehyde, in the presence of hydrochloric 
acid. This product, by the way, was discovered by Merck and 
styled tannoform. Tannoform does not form from any single 
substance, as pyrogallol, phloroglucine, etc., also form with 
formaldehyde an insoluble product of similar character. On 
the other hand, gallic acid and other compounds do not give 
a precipitate with formaldehyde, so that the latter reaction 
gives valuable information as regards the purity of tannic 
acid. The test is applied as follows: Two Gm. of tannin dis- 
solved in a very small amount of water are mixed with 30 Cc. 
of concentrated hydrochloric acid, and 15 Cc. of formic alde- 
hyde. The whole is evaporated on the water bath, and reduced 
to 15 Ce. The precipitate is redissolved in 250 Cc. of water and 
is filtered into a tared vessel, dried and weighed. One hundred 
parts of tannin should give 101.8 parts of tannoform—that is, 
the theoretical index is 101.8. This index is known as the “ for- 
maldehyde index ” of tannin, and represents the weight of tanno- 
form derived from 100 parts of a sample of tannin. The com- 
mercial products rarely give an index over 100, and the-author 
thinks that 95 should be made the minimum index required by 
a pharmacopeia. 


The Strength of Vinegar.—Haupt (Pharmaceutische Cem- 
tralhalle, December 8, 1904, page 945) gives a number of inter- 
esting facts concerning commercial vinegars. Table vinegar, 
as we know, is very variable in its percentage of acetic acid, 
and the strength does not always depend on the price, for in 
one place one can get a 1.5 per cent. vinegar for the 
same price as one gets a 6 per cent. product at another 
store. Usually the standard of the department of food 
inspection in various countries is 3 per cent. as the mini- 
mum amount of acetic acid which should be present in 
table vinegar. A recent agreement between the Municipal 
Chemical Laboratory of Stuttgart and the Vinegar Manufac- 
turers’ Association of Wiirtemberg even fixed the standard 
somewhat higher, at 3.5 per cent., as the minimum. The sale of 
wine vinegar as well as vinegar from fermentation in general 
is in need of regulation, and in Germany the maufacturers 
themselves have taken the initial step toward this end. The 
interests of the manufacturers themselves, in fact, dictate that 
a vinegar weaker than 3 per cent. should not be sold, as 
in the weaker vinegars molds grow more readily and even after 
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filtering such a vinegar looks unappetizing. According to the 
German statutes, the addition‘of water to a vinegar is an adul- 
teration and vinegar that is less than 3 per cent. in strength 
should be regarded as adulterated with water. <A fact which 
deserves notice here is that the manufacturers of vinegar by 
fermentation are placed at a distinct disadvantage by the adop- 
tion of these standards, as compared to those who make vinegar 
from acetic acid by chemical methods. Recently there has 
been a great deal of demand for the concentrated essences of 
vinegar from which the retailer can make his own vinegar by 
dilution. The sale of such vinegars has been large on account 
of the lack of appreciation of the difference between them and 
true vinegar on the part of the unsophisticated public. The 
difference between fermentation vinegar and the vinegar pre- 
pared from actic acid, which is colorless, may be easily found 
by a comparison of the Acetum of the German Pharmacopeia 
with fermentation vinegar. The former, which does not contain 
any extractives, is less suited for table use than tthe latter, which 
is aromatic to the taste and smell on account of its contents 
of small amounts of aldehydes and esters. The pharmacist who 
sells vinegar for household use as a rule sells a fermentation 


product. The author thinks that vinegar which has not been 
made by fermentation should be specially registered and 
labeled. 


Indican in the Urine.—Grimbert (Journal de Pharmacie et 
de Chimie, November 1, 1904, page 398) reviews the recent litera- 
ture of the indican question. A number of authors still apply 
the term indican to the indoxyl which is found in normal and 
in certain diseased urines. Maillard’s work (L’Indogrylie Urin- 
aire, Paris, 1903) probably offers the most complete résumé of 
the researches in this field, and the present author has freely 
quoted from it. Nearly every urine, if treated with an oxydiz- 
ing agent and shaken with ether or chloroform, gives to the 
latter a blue color or a violet tint which is due to the presence 
of indigotin or indirubin, as the case may be. This substance, 
which, by oxidation, produces the coloring matter in question, 
was styled uroxanthin by Heller, and indican by Schunck. It 
was believed for a long time that the substance in question was 
identical with the glucoside of Indigofera, and that oxidation, 
as in that plant, transformed indigotin into a reducing sub- 
stance. Baumann was the first who showed that this substance 
in the urine was not a glucoside, but a product of the oxidation 
of indol. Since then the subject has been studied more thor- 
oughly and the clinical significance of indol in the urine has been 
fairly well established. It is increased after any excessive fer- 
mentation in the intestinal tract. The process of testing the 
amount of indol is really more important than any tests which 
qualitatively establish the presence of indoxyl in the urine. A 
variety of procedures have been proposed for this quantitative 
determination. Maillard’s method may be given here, as it is 
the latest and most accurate. Te 700 Ce. of the urine are added 
70 Ce. of a solution of lead acetate, and the preciptation is fil- 
tered off. Next 550 Cc. of the filtrate are introduced into a 
separator with a stop cock, and 50 Ce, of chloroform are added. 
To this are added 550 Cc. of pure hydrochloric acid, the mix- 
ture is shaken for a few minutes, and the chloroform decanted. 
The chloroform is next replaced as often as it becomes colored. 
A few drops of 10 per cent. hydrogen dioxide solution, diluted 
10 times with water, are then added, and the extraction is com- 
pleted. The entire amount of chloroform is now united in one 
vessel, filtered, and washed in five or six washings with water, 
using twice the volume of the chloroform. It is filtered again, 
and washed in a solution of sodium hydrate 1 part to 1,000. Next 
it should be washed again with distilled water, carefully and 
accurately decanted, and passed through a small dry filter. The 
residue is distilled over the water bath, and. the remainder is 
dried. It is then dissolved in 10 Ce. of sulphuric acid, 
and after being allowed to stand for an hour it is poured 
into a half liter of water, and the wash water from the flask is 
added to it. The liquid is then titrated with a solution of 
potassium permanganate of standard strength, until the blue 
color vanishes. The amount of oxalic acid which corresponds 
to the amount of potassium permanganate used should be multi- 
plied by 1.0556 to obtain the amount of indoxyl in the solution. 
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Queries an 
We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to 





d Answers 


calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





The Solubility of Corrosive Sublimate in Benzin and in 
Wood Alcohol.—C. B. W. writes: “Can you tell me the solu- 
bility of HgCl, in benzin, and, if soluble, would the ordinary 
chemicals that increase its solubility in water do so in benzin? 
What is the solubility of HgCl, in wood alcohol?” 

Corrosive sublimate may be said to be almost insoluble in 
benzin. In Comey’s “ Dictionary of Solubilities” it is stated 
to be “slightly soluble in cold benzin, but much more on heat- 
ing. crystallizing on cooling.” The same authority says that 
100 parts of absolute methyl! alcohol dissolves 56.9 parts HgCl, 
at 25 degrees. In another place it is stated to be soluble in 25 
molecules of methyl alcohol at 8.5 degrees. 

In this connection some interesting data are given in 
Comey’s work regarding the solubility of HgCl, in solutions of 
camphor, both in ethér and in alcohol. Thus it is stated that 
4 parts of ether dissolve 1 part HgCl,, but four parts ether, con- 
taining 1.33 parts camphor, dissolve 1.33 parts HgCl,; 4 parts 
ether plus 4 parts camphor dissolve 2 parts HgCl.; 4 parts 
ether plus 8 parts camphor dissolve 4 parts HgCl,; 4+ parts 
ether plus 16 parts camphor dissolve 8 parts HgCl, Again, it 
is stated that 3 parts alcohol dissolve 1 part HgCl,, but 3 parts 
alcohol plus 1 part camphor dissolve 2 parts; 3 parts alcohol 
plus 3 parts camphor dissolve 3 parts; 3 parts alcohol plus 6 
parts camphor dissolve 6 parts. Another authority quoted in 
the same work says that a solution can be obtained containing 
25 parts camphor, 16 parts HgCl, and only 4 parts alcohol. 
The specific gravity of such a solution is 1.326. 


Paste for Affixing Cloth to Wooden Boxes.—C. B. W. 
writes: “ Can you give me a formula for paste for putting cloth 
on wooden boxes?” 

A rye flour paste reinforced with glue is the adhesive com- 
monly employed. The paste, made in the usual manner, is 
afterwards slightly diluted with boiling water, boiling hot car- 
penter’s glue being then added in the proportion of about 1 
part of the glue to 9 parts of the paste. A good quality of rye 
flour paste should be used and the resuiting mixture should be 
applied in the hot, liquid state. 


Artificial Vichy for the Soda Fountain.—E. J. M. asks for 
“a formula for vichy salts, that will make a palatable vichy 
water, different from the fiat, strongly alkaline water that 
most formulas yield.” 

The published formulas are intended to imitate the composi- 
tion of the natural water, which contains a large amount of 
carbonates. For use as soda fountain beverage it is necessary 
to modify these formulas by reducing the amount of car- 
bonates. By so doing and charging the water to 150 or 175 
pounds pressure a “lively” and palatable water is produced. 

A formula used by a druggist who does a large soda busi- 
ness contains the following quantities of salts in 10 gallons of 
water: 


Oz. 
PPS eee Pe er re 8 
PE, © IIIs on noc eievccescsecnses 1 
Magnesium sulphate.....................-. 1% 
ND IID a win Siva ov 0k BNR WEN 6 tw ewes % 
Sodium phosphate... .........sescscccvess % 


The salts are triturated together with a pint of water and 
rubbed through a muslin strainer tied over a glass fun- 
nel resting in the mouth of a gallon bottle, more water 
being added from time to time, as may be needed, to 
facilitate the passage of the salts through the strainer 
until about seven pints are used in all. In the remaining por- 
tion of water is dissolved two drachms of dry, white cal- 
cium chloride and this is passed through the strainer with suffi- 
cient water to fill the gallon bottle. The contents of the bottle 
are now transferred to the steel fountain, nine gallons of 
water added to it, and the whole charged with gas at a pres- 
sure of not less than 150 pounds. 





Silver Plating Powder.—-I. W. asks for a receipt to make 
a silver plating powder, the chief ingredient of which must be 
silver chloride. 

An old-fashioned recipe for a powder of this description 
calls for the following ingredients: 


POND sy 55:5 sles ond senses een grains 60 
Potassium bitartrate.............. grains 390 
ROUEN TOUS os vnc cect ceuevet grains 180 


The mixed powders are usually put up for retail in small 
packages. It is applied as a paste to the article to be plated, 
water in sufficient quantity being added to give the applica- 
tion a creamy consistency. The cream is applied as a paint 
by means of a brush and allowed to dry, after which the article 
is polished with prepared chalk. 

A mixture of silver nitrate, potassium cyanide, chalk and 
water is recommended for use in much the same way as the 
preceding formula. 


To Deodorize Kerosene.—M. J. B. It is somewhat more 
difficult to deodorize kerosene or lamp oil than it is to deodor- 
ize benzin. One of the most recent methods proposed is to 
shake the kerosene with chlorinated lime in the proportion of 
about 4% pound of lime to each gallon of kerosene, with the 
addition of a little hydrochloric acid. After being shaken 
vigorously for some time, the liquid is removed to another ves- 
sel containing lime and again shaken until all the chlorine odor 
has been removed. after standing the liquid is decanted. 

The odor of benzine and of kerosene can be improved under 
certain treatment. ‘“ Pharmaceutical Formulas” says that 
benzine prepared as follows has a pleasant odor and sells 


readily when advertised as “perfumed benzine.” The for- 
mula: 
Neti SS SSIS SE a Sn MK! ai Ne ounces 20 
er CPE os ioe hace Sate drahm 1 
Potassium bichromate.............. ounce 1 
RON TIN ions ods son vic nbn ounce 1 
PE ao pin nia. i-o a vo She a ounces 20 


This is directed to be treated as follows: Dissolve the bi- 
chromate in the water, add the acid, and when the solution is 
cold shake up the benzine with it. Shake every hour during 
the day, allow to stand all night, decant the benzine, wash with 
a pint of water, and again decant. Add the oil of lavender 
and put up in 2-ounce bottles, 

The foregoing method should also be found useful for the 
deodorization of kerosene. The flavoring oil need not be added 
unless it is desired. 


Publishers of Pharmaceutical and Chemical Works.— 
W. asks for the addresses of the principal publishers of phar- 
maceutical and chemical books in this country and abroad. 

The principal American publishers are: John Wiley & 
Sons, New York; Rebman Company, 10 West Twenty-third 
street, New York ; D. Van Nostrand Company, 23 Murray street, 
New York; D. Appleton & Co., New York; William Wood & 
Co., 51 Fifth avenue, New York; The Macmillan Company, 66 
Fifth avenue, New York; Longmans, Green & Co., 91 Fifth 
avenue, New York; Munn & Co., New York; E. B. Treat & Co., 
241 West Twenty-third street, New York; G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
27 West Twenty-third street, New York; W. B. Saunders & 
Co., Philadelphia ; P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia; F. A. 
Davis Company, Philadelphia; Lea Brothers & Co., Philadel- 
phia; J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia; The Chemical 
Publishing Company, Easton, Pa.; Chicago Medical Book Com- 
pany, Chicago; G. P. Engelhard, Chicago. 

Leading publishers in London, England, are: J. & A. 
Churchill; H. K. Lewis; Chapman & Hall, Limited; Balliére, 
Tindall & Cox; Henry Kimpton. In Paris are: J. B. Bailliére 
et Fils; Hanchette & Co.; Masson & Co. The principal phar- 
maceutical book publisher in Germany is Julius Springer, Ber- 
lin; others are Urban & Schwartzenberg, Leipzig, and Gustav 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


Fischer, Jena. Italian publishers are: U. Hoepli, Milan; 
Bollettino Chimico Farmaceutico, Milan; Detken & Rocholl, 
Naples. : 

Biogen and Hopogan.—-L. D. P.—The firm of Kirchhoff 
& Neirath, of Berlin, Germany, call our attention to a note pub- 
lished in this column in our issue of October 3, 1904, in which 
we designated Hopogan as a German imitation of Biogen. They 
submit documents in substantiation of their claim that Hopogan 
is not in any respect an imitation of the American. product, a 
careful perusal of which convinces us that we were in error. 
We are glad of the opportunity to withdraw the offending 
word, and to make the required correction. 


An Improved Formula for Syrup of Rhubarb.—The follow- 
ing formula is proposed by Prof. Henry G. Greenish (Pharma- 
ceutical Journal, November 19, 1904,) as giving a preparation 
which is active and will keep a reasonable length of time: 


Rhubarb root (cut small)............... 0z. 2 
Oil. of Coriander... i... ... cece cecceee minims 5 
Iga al aiate cso whee on aa 6 uo 00 @ minims 60 
I or ras ot cnet, aig 4 0:6 00,080 0 ae fl. oz. 15 
PI ss alae Pista Sid wo 59 5508 04-6. 08 6 are e 8 oz. 24 


Macerate the rhubarb with the water for 12 hours, strain 
and press; filter the liquid, raise the filtrate to the boiling 
point for a minute and cool; for every 12 fluid ounces of fil- 
tered liquid add 24 ounces of sugar, and dissolve with the aid 
of a gentle heat. Finally add the oil of coriander dissolved in 
the alcohol. 

Professor Greenish admits that such a preparation does not 
represent the full activity of the root. An elixir, in which a 
mixture of alcohol, glycerin and water would be the menstruum, 
might doubtless be devised, and upon this experiments are at 
present in progress. 


A Permanent Syrup of Hydriodic Acid.—According to 
the Apotheker Zeitung (No. 72, page 699, 1904), the best man- 
ner of making syrup of hydriodic acid which keeps well is as 
follows: Thirteen grammes of potassium iodide are dissolved 
in as little water as possible, and into this solution is poured 
another consisting of 12 grammes of tartaric acid and 30 Cc. 
of dilute alcohol. The mixture is shaken and allowed to stand 
on ice for half an hour. It is then filtered, the filter is washed 
with ice water until the drippings no longer react acid, and 
then enough water is added to make up 352 Ce. In the filtrate 
680 grammes of sugar are dissolved, when necessary, with the 
aid of heat, then 200 Ce. of glycerin are added, in which 1 
gramme of potassium hypophosphite has been dissolved. The 
syrup is then filled into bottles each holding about 250 Cc. 


Correspondence. 





Professional Pharmacy. 
T'o the Editor: 

Sir,—I am surprised to see so much space taken up in your 
valuable paper with a letter signed “ Keystone.” To answer 
this writer, paragraph for paragraph, will be my endeavor. 

The druggist who says that pharmacy is a profession is 
usually one who takes pride in being a pharmacist—i. e., who 
loves his work. When a man intends to buy a drug store his 
first question to the seller is, How many prescriptions do you 
compound daily? The professional side of the store is, there- 
fore, the paramount issue, and the good will of the store is 
based on that. The grocery business is not a profession and 
the selling of sterilized milk would not make it so. But if the 
grocer, as a side line, himself made a specialty of modifying 
and sterilizing milk, with the proper apparatus and the sanc- 
tion of the Health Board, then he could qualify as a profes- 
sional food expert. 

And if the jeweler were a graduate optician and refraction- 
ist, skilled in the art of making: lenses, then he would be a 
professional man. If he gets a good price for his knowledge 
it would be no more than right and good business policy. 

It is evident from the third paragraph of his communication 
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that “ Keystone” has never compounded a prescription or 
made any preparations. According to his lights a. man goes 
through college merely to acquire proficiency in the business of 
buying and selling drugs at a profit. How about the pharma- 
cists in the army and navy and those employed in hospitals? 
The wholesale druggist, and I suspect “ Keystone” is one of 
them, is a middleman; therefore pharmaceutical knowledge is 
secondary to him. 

The laborer in the packing department frequently makes 
mistakes and the business druggist who buys and sells indis- 
criminately gets “the dungeon for his,’ while the professional 
pharmacist, the crank who insists on testing and examining 
whatever he buys, can sleep quietly. If the pharmacist is not 
getting adequate remuneration for his services it is his own 
fault. One can get certain lawyers to work for $5 a day, while 
others will charge the same amount for an opinion. The same 
is true of physicians, for while one will charge $1 with the 
medicine thrown in, the specialist may get five to ten times 
more for a consultation. This is an age of specialists and the 
sooner it is realized the better it will be for us. The phar- 
macist who pays most attention to his prescription department 
and the strictly legitimate drug business commands more re- 
spect in his community than the one who brings his store down 
to the department store level. 

The public values an experienced pharmacist more than the 
one who is accommodating to the point of servility—who will 
cumber his place of business with express offices, telegraph .and 
messenger boys, directories and other detrimentals too numer- 
ous to mention. The former is bound to get the majority of 
prescriptions in his neighborhood, while the latter has so many 
irons in the fire that he cannot take care of them properly 
should he get a few. Dr. E. BRuNor. 

New York, N. Y., December 20, 1904. 


Book Reviews. 





MANUFACTURING Cost. By H. L. C. Hall, vice-president of the 
International Accountants’ Society, Incorporated. Detroit, 
Mich.: The Bookkeeper Publishing Company, Limited, 1904. 
191 pages. $2.00. 


This work is something entirely new and novel in the line 
of cost keeping literature, as it is almost entirely devoted to a 
practical exposition of the principies of the science (for it is a 
science) and the application of these principles to ordinary 
manufacturing requirements. There have been many books 
published for the purpose of illustrating so-called “ model ” 
systems as applied to certain lihes of manufacture, but, unfor- 
tunately, these systems had little interest and less value to a 
manufacturer whose requirements varied in the slightest de- 
gree from the cases illustrated. In this new work Mr. Hall has 
succeeded in reducing the principles of the science to such a 
form that they can be applied by any reader to the particular 
line in which he is interested. Such illustrations of forms al- 
ready in use as appear in the book are of universal applica- 
tion and are thus of universal interest. 

Taking into consideration the fact that every item of ex- 
penditure is necessarily a contribution to the cost of manufac- 
ture, this work starts at the beginning with detailed plans for 
an efficient and smoothly working organization. This is fol- 
lowed by detailed plans for purchasing, storing and recording 
raw material, always a great factor in the cost of a finished 
product. A full and complete discussion as to methods of han- 
dling labor and its records is next entered into, and detailed de- 
scription of plans for recording the cost of labor as well as 
plans for making the labor highly efficient are presented. The 
whole work is fully illustrated with sample forms of record 
for all purposes; and a particularly clear exposition of that 
most important subject, expense distribution, is a particularly, 
valuable feature of the book. 

The subject matter is well worthy of the careful attention 
of every manager, superintendent, proprietor or cost keeper. 
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By W. A. DAWSON 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for increas- 
ing trade, advertising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 


vertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will be 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 
relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 
delay address communications to the Department of Business 
oo AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, N.Y. 











THE SICKLY SEASON. 


The holidays being over and the people once again settled 
down to the stern realities of life, the season of sickness 
usually begins; for the next three months doctors, nurses and 
pharmacists are likely to be busy. The thousand and one 


diseases that afflict mankind in the cold season are likely to. 


multiply and gather force from now on, until dissipated by 
spring’s sunshine. 

Consequently, the logical thing is to begin the year’s adver- 
tising campaign with a series of ads bearing upon the profes- 
sional side of pharmacy: prescription work, sick room necessi- 
ties, invalids’ comforts, medical and surgical supplies of all 
kinds. At least the greater part of the advertising done during 
the first three months of the year should be cast upon these 
lines, varied, perhaps, with such announcements of new goods 
of importance as may not be of this nature, or with advertise- 
ments of one’s own specialties that may be seasonable in these 
months. To make a strong impression in advertising the pre- 
scription department it is advisable to start off with three or 
four good prescription talks in succession; then one may sand- 
wich in an ad on some other subject, then another prescription 
talk, then perhaps two on other subjects and another on pre- 
scriptions, using a prescription ad at least every third or fourth 
time right up to the first of April, when the spring campaign 
begins. By so doing one gets the cumulative effect of hammer- 
ing away on one subject, and only in this way can one get real 
profitable returns from his advertising. A desultory prescrip- 
tion ad now and then will scarcely show appreciable results in 
increasing prescription trade. A good volley at the beginning 
and a steady fire all through the campaign will surely produce 
good results if the druggists’ guns and ammunition are all 
right. The same number of ads scattered at random through 
the year would do little good. We read one ad and forget it, 
the second reminds us of the first, the third strongly impresses 
us with the fact that “ Jones is certainly out after the prescrip- 
tion trade of the town’; while the fourth or fifth or sixth one 
causes us to take our prescriptions to Jones, perhaps just to 
try him and see if he really has a big trade or better facilities 
for prescription work, and as we find that lots of other people 
have done the same, we are likely to be convinced and become 
a steady customer. 

In addition to newspaper advertising some auxiliary adver- 
tising should be put out every two weeks or once a month at 
least. These maybe circular letters, leaflets to fit a No. 6 en- 
velope, cards or folders with useful hints for the housewife or 
such matter as will cause them to be saved. . 

Leaflets are especially good because they are equally 
adapted for mailing or hand distribution. They may be placed 
within reach of customers in the store, used as package slips 
and enclosed with each bill or letter sent out. They tell their 
tale quickly and are often read where one would not take time 
to read a more pretentious bit of advertising literature. 


Criticism and Comment. 


From the Jacobs Pharmacy Company, of Atlanta, Ga., 
comes a 16-page booklet, 4 x 5 inches, with a cover of terra- 
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cotta ingrain paper. The front of cover is embellished with art 
nouveau scrolls that form a panel-like design about the letters 
of the booklet’s title: 


‘*The Filling of a 
Prescription— THE 
Jacobs WAy.’’ 


The back of the cover has simply the name and address, 
“ Jacobs’ Pharmacy, 6-8-10 Marietta street—23 Whitehall 
street, Atlanta,” set in the same old style letter as the title, but 
without embellishment. 

Two colors are used in printing the front cover, an orange 
tint for the panels and a dark blue ink with a high gloss for 
the scroll work and lettering. 


The pages of the booklet contain a dozen little thumb-nail 
sketches illustrating certain points of the text and at the top 
of each right-hand page appears a “testimonial” from some 
eminent physician. At the bottom of each left-hand page is 
a “bouquet” that Mr. Jacobs has had thrown at him some 
time in his career by some pharmaceutical or local publication. 

Aside from the rather unfortunate color scheme and title 
of its cover, the booklet seems a good bit of advertising matter, 
sound in logic and convincing in argument, even though some 
paragraphs do have a familiar sound. 


We produce some extracts from its pages: 


A man lies mortally sick and the anxious physician at his bed- 
side hurries a messenger to the pharmacy with an important pre- 
scription. 

When the clerk, who serves in double capacity of salesman and 
prescription clerk, has concluded a sale of cosmetic, he returns to 
the darkened prescription case and begins a’mixing—hands soiled 
and mind filled with the last transaction. 

This class of transactions have their place, but they should not 
be in proximity to the scales and graduates of a prescription case, 
where powerful drugs are to be measured and painstakingly 
mingled. 

This is of the utmost importance to the careful physician. 


No, it is far from pleasant to think of a drug store where un- 
tidiness prevails, or where occasional drug and chemical receptacles 
are empty or even entirely lacking. 

It is not every druggist who does carry an absolutely full line 
of drugs requisite to properly fill all prescriptions that a physician 
may send in. Few indeed are the drug stores where proper atten- 
tion is given to every detail of physicians’ prescriptions. It re- 
quires special equipment and scientific management of a laboratory 
—scientific discipline, tidiness and cleanliness, in addition to the 
necessary knowledge, expertness and apparatus—to fill such re- 
quirements. 


Our extreme care and caution in our Prescription Laboratory, 
the ye of keeping that laboratory secluded and as separate 
from the outside store as one acid is kept separate from another, 
would be nullified by the use of cheap materials. 

And yet our prices are based on a regular schedule, cheaper 
than those of an ordinary drug store. Our careful work and ex- 
traordinary precaution costs you nothing. 

Distance should be no hindrance to having your prescriptions 
filled and procuring your drugs here; we will get the medicine to 
you by messenger or mail with the utmost promptness. 

We have a number of telegraph patrons—those who telegraph 
us their orders. The telephone brings a still larger number. 

A cordial invitation is extended you to call, and give us an op- 
portunity to show you our splendid facilities for looking after your 
wants. 


One of the drawbacks that city folks encounter when in the 
country in summer-time is the remoteness of a competent drug- 
gist. any of the very best families in Atlanta, who retire to the 
seashore or inland resorts for a season, make it their custom to 
mail their prescriptions to Jacobs’ Pharmacy, to receive their medi- 
cines by return post. 

Wouldn’t that be a good idea for you? And if it is a good idea 
when you are away from home, inasmuch as we take the very best 
care of our absent patrons, would it not be even better to send all 
your prescriptions to this store when you are in town? 

We have ail the equipment and facilities for prescription work. 
and our service is sure to merit the entire approval of physicians 
and their patients as well. 


The text is somewhat marred by careless editing, but as 
this will pass unnoticed by the lay reader, it is of small impor- 
tance from the advertising standpoint. The greatest fault that 
the booklet contains is too insistent “ knocking” of the little 
fellow—the small dealer. This is so pronounced as to elicit the 


Teader’s sympathy for the under dog. 





An Original 


AMERICAN 


DRUGGIST 


Window Display. 


The card hanging in the center of the window was lettered : 


“ Some of the Good Points of This Drug Store.” 
were 1% gallon, amber, narrow mouthed packers. 


The bottles 
They were 


corked and each bore a large white label lettered with rubber 


type. 


During the week the display was in the window the 


following advertisement appeared in the daily and weekly 


papers. Each “good point 


” of the advertisement appeared 


on the label of a bottle. The display received lots of flattering 


comment and attention: 


Some of the Good Points 
Of This Drug {Store 


Quality 
Purity 
Promptness 
Experience 
Safety 
Pleasantness 
Politeness 
Justice 
Cheerfulness 
Genuineness 
Satisfaction 
Reliability 
Correctness 


Accuracy 

Fair Prices 
Courtesy 
Despatch 
Perfect Service 
Honesty 
Good Weight 
Full Measure 
Neatness 
Exactness 
Strictness 
Freshness 
Brightness 


If you get it at Pepper’s it’s good. 


Drug Store, 


Woodstock, Ont. 4 
See our Window Display. 


Editor’s Note. 


The idea is original and clever, though rather overdone. 


We would 


advise any who act upon the suggestion to use only ten or twelve 


bottles. 


Many of those given here are practically “ repeats.” 


A small 


number “spaced out’ would be more impressive than so many. 





Hot Water Bags 


We positively guarantee our 
Hot Water Bags to last and 
ee satisfaction for a speci- 
ed length of time. We are in 
a position to do this from the 
fact that we know from past 
experience that they are made 
from the best stock obtainable 
and are from reliable manu- 
facturers. We carry all sizes 
and our prices are popular— 
an examination will convince 
you. 





It Is Better 


to pay a fair price for drugs 
and be sure that you are get- 
ting the right quality. Cheap- 
ness in drugs is dangerous, 
yet there is no need of paying 
more than is right. A price 
too low should court suspi- 
cion; too high a price should 
warn you against extrava- 
gance. We eee the right 
price for the right quality 
and give you full value for 
your money at all times. 














Unconvincing, Because Make 
°. Not Specified Nor Price 
ven, 





This is a Better Handling 
of the Same Subject, Strtk- 
ingly 
Typewriter 


Displayed in Imitatton 
ype. 
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Specials for 
this Week 
Special. 


Wood alcohol, good as any 
for burning ...... 15c pint. 

Pure glycerin, full pint. ..35c 

Eee shampoo, regular 25c..15c 
ou should try this prep- 


aration. 
Beef, Iron and Wine— 
Bowman’s ....... 50c pint. 


Few makes of this prep- 
aration equal the Bow- 
man quality. Every in- 
gredient the best. 

Seidlitz Powders, dozen be 


MR a Seed ovescnee's 5e 
Lash’s Bitters......... -. -65¢ 
Rose de Cyrano Glycerin 

BNL 3 iestiule siotw-« 6 bars 25c 
Violet Ammonia, regular 

| eRe FH 15¢ 
Belladonna Plaster, the 15c 

| RRA Re 4 for 25c 
German Worm Syrup, reg- 

a 15c bottle. 
Headache Tablets, Bow- 

OT Aa 15¢ box 
Talcum Powder. Bowman’s 

4 for 25c 
Bowman’s Malt... .special 


15c bottle, $1.50 dozen. 
BOWMAN & CO., Druaaists, 
1109 Broadway—’Phone Main 
84; 14th and Broadway— 
*Phone Main 253; 13th ave. 
and East 14th st.—’Phone 
East 15. 








Advertising “Cut Prices” 
Does Not Necessarily Mean 
Selling at Little or No ‘Profit. 
There is a Fair or Good Profit 
Pr ow Article in the Above 
List. 








Just for Fun 


FONE THREE DOUBLE ONE 
when in need of anything in 
our line and see how quickly 
you will get it. We deliver 
to all points of the compass, 
anything from a bicycle pack- 
age to a wagon load. 

Prescriptions called for and 
delivered. 

We positively will not sub- 
stitute nor use anything but 
the purest and best drugs oh- 
tainable. 

Try us. 

D. E. MONROE & CO., 
The Temperance Drug Store. 
Cor. Tejon and Bijou Sts. 
’"Phones 311 and 331. 








The Rhyming’ Headlines 
Have a “Oatchy” Ring, but 
Few People Are in a “ Funny” 
Mood When Telephoning an 
Order for Medicines. 





Prescriptions 


When you bring a prescrip- 
tion to us you can have abso- 
lute confidence that it will be 
put up accurately from the 
purest, freshest, strongest 
drugs and that it will back 
up your physician’s skill. 

“Pure, Fresh Drugs, Low- 
est Prices,” is the motto at 
our prescription department. 

Prescriptions called for and 
delivered. 





The Old, Old, Hackneyed 
Story; the Antediluvian 
“ Pure, Fresh, Lowest Prices,” 
and All the Rest of It. What’s 
the Use? 








Center of 
the City 

The store where prices are 
always as low as good mer- 
chandise can be sold for. Our 
customers are numbered among 
Seattle’s very best citizens. 
Why? Because we are famil- 
jar with all the details of our 
business, and carry nothing 


but the best of eve i 
that money will buy. atin 





Good Idea. Fiw the Loca 
tion of Your Establishment in 
the Minds of readers of Your 
Advertising. 








White Castile Soap 


The same kind that has al- 
ways given satisfaction to a 
host of patrons because it’s 
Genuine, Pure Castile Soap. 
It comes in a generous sized 
square cake and is worth con- 
siderably more than we ask 
for it—10c a cake. 





Another Case of Brevity 
verdone. 








Cold Feet 


Well, hardly, not when you 
use one of our Hot Water 
Bottles. 

A record—In six years we 
have had _ four bottles re- 
turned. That speaks pretty 
wei: for our bottles. 

Prices 49c, 79c, 98c, $1.25 
and $1.50. 





This is Better, Though All 
Too Brief. 








‘YOU'LL APPRECIATE THE DIFFERENCE 


~ 





save you on your drug bill. 


rather show you 





In the way your business Will be handled by us if you have been dealing 
elsewhere, in fact we would rather have you for a customer after you 
have been dealing with other people for it gives us acbance to demon- 
strate just how much better our service really is, and how much we can 
We sell other things, too, besides drugs. 
Don't forget us when you start out to buy that fall bill of paint, for we 
have the biggest line of paint of any store in Amarillo. Our stationery 
department is replete with the latest designs, and sold at such astonisn- 
ingly sow prices as to cause you to think that “it's ashame to take the 
goods.” Don’t take our word for any of these statements, we would 








AMARILLO 





E. R. ROACH DRUG CO. 


- TEXAS 

















A Very Good Ad from Texas. 
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A SCOTTISH PHARMACIST’S IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA. 


At an evening meeting of the North British Branch of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, held in Edinburgh, 
on December 21, William Mair, F.C.S., gave an illustrated 
lecture on A Pharmacist’s Impressions of the United States. 
Mr. Mair will be pleasantly remembered by many pharmacists, 
both wholesale and retail, whom he met during his tour of the 
country with the Society of Chemical Industry last September. 
Lantern views were shown of the interior of Caswell, Massey 
& Co.’s pharmacy, Madison square, and of Hegeman & Co.’s 
store, 200 Broadway. Among other notable New York phar- 
macies reference was made to that of Fraser & Co., in the 
Windsor Arcade; Alpers’s pharmacy, Thirty-first street and 
Broadway, whose card-filing system for filing prescriptions 
and for stock keeping was described and illustrated. In 
speaking of Daggett & Ramsdell’s pharmacy, opposite the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, this firm’s output of cold cream in 
1-pound, %-pound and -4-pound jars was referred to as ex- 
ceeding a ton a week. 

Views in the wholesale drug quarter of New York were 
thrown on the screen and a passing reference made to the 





WILLIAM MAIR, F.C.S. 


Drug Club, “beautified by the splendid collection of modern 
paintings loaned by George J. Seabury.” Photographs of the 
establishments of McKesson & Robbins and Schieffelin & Co., 
were shown in connection with the trip through the wholesale 
drug quarter. The Fairchild Building and interior were much 
admired, as was also the Pinaud Building further uptown. 
Views of the classrooms of the New York College of Pharmacy 
and of Columbia University, of which it now forms a part, 
and portraits of Professors Chandler, Coblentz, Rusby, Jelliffe 
and other members of the faculty were given, a running com- 
ment giving statistics of attendance accompanying the exhibit. 

The New York views concluded with an account of a visit 
to Johnson & Johnson’s factory at New Brunswick. The con- 
ditions of manufacture were described as ideal for their pur- 
pose. After taking his audience to Philadelphia, in the course 
of which he showed an excellent group of photographs of the 
faculty of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, the lecturer 
described the Johns Hopkins Hospital at Baltimore, afterward 
touching at St. Louis, showing portraits of Prof. H. M. Whelp- 
ley, dean of the St. Louis College of Pharmacy, and of C. F. G. 
Meyer, president of the Meyer Brothers Drug Company, as 
well as views of the Exposition. Individual exhibits in the 
chemical and pharmaceutical section of the Exposition were 
pictorially reviewed. Proceeding to Chicago, the two colleges 
of pharmacy there were illustrated, the University of Illinois 
College of Pharmacy, with a portrait of Prof. C. S. N. Hall- 
berg, and the Northwestern University College of Pharmacy. 
One of the Chicago slides showed the four buildings—the 
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Columbian, Stewart, Schiller and the Marshall. Field Annex-— 
each comprising about 500 offices, where at the intersection 
of two streets, practically making four corners, are congregated 
the ‘offices” of 800 doctors. On the eighth floor (formerly 
the tenth) of the Schiller Building is the pharmacy of Fred M. 
Schmidt; and on the fifth or sixth floor of the Annex Miss 
Jean Gordon conducts a pharmacy. 

Six or seven slides presented by Parke, Davis & Co., whose 
courtesy was duly acknowledged, were devoted to the city of 
Detroit and to the works of Parke, Davis & Co. Photographs 
of the model biologic plant of Frederick Stearns & Co., of De- 
troit, were also shown, 

The culture and preparation of vaccine lymph were illus- 
trated by a complete series of slides, especially prepared by the 
H. K. Mulford Company, of Philadelphia, for the Pharmaceu- 
tical Society of Great Britain. To these were added by the 
Mulford Company a set completely illustrative of their anti- 
toxine laboratories, all of which were singled out for special 
praise and admiration. 

The interest in the views shown of the Niagara region in 
addition to the familiar views of the Falls, and several by 
the lecturer was centered in the wonderful adaptation of the 
power to the many manufacturing processes in which it is 
now utilized. It lights the streets of five cities and provides 
the motor power for all the trolley traffic for these adjoining 
places. Twenty-one turbines furnish a total of 100,000 h. p. 
to industries which have sprung up in the neighborhood. 
On the Canadian side this power-producing plant will be more 
than duplicated with 11 generators of 10,000 h. p. each. Among 
the large consumers of power, some of them 40 miles from the 
power houses, which are themselves a mile from the Falls, 
are the Carborundum Company, whose product, one of the 
hardest materials known next to the diamond, and chiefly 
used as an abrasive or grinding material, is a chemical com- 
bination of carbon and silicon, which elements are obtained 
from coke and sand being fused together in an electric furnace 
at an estimated temperature of 7,000 degrees F.; the Union 
Carbide Company, which controls calcium carbide manufacture 
in the United States; the Niagara Electro-Chemical Company, 
the Castner Electrolytic Alkali Company, the International 
Acheson Graphite Company, where is found one of the 
few successful duplications of Nature’s processes in the pro- 
duction of graphite, or pure carbon, or “ blacklead’’; it is made 
from anthracite or soft coal, treated with a current of elec- 
tricity developing 1,000 h. p., and 100 others,’ besides the 
Niagara Research Laboratories, which are equipped with a 
power of 500 e.h.p., and elaborately fitted for experimental 
work on a commercial scale in chemical, electro-chemical, and 
electro-metallurgical investigations. The rates range from 
£4 per horse-power to a consumer of 1,000 h. p to £5 a horse- 
power to a gonsumer of 50 h.p. 

Twelve colored slides were added of the factories (employ- 
ing 3,500 persons) and of the wonderful welfare scheme of the 
National Cash Register Company at Dayton, Ohio, this being 
one of the most visited industrial concerns in the United States. 

There was a large attendance, over 150 being present, in- 
cluding many notable Edinburgh chemists, one of whom, D. B. 
Dott. F. R. S. E., presided. 


N. W. D. A. Will Meet in New York. 


At the last regular monthly meeting of the Drug Trade 
Section of the.New York Board of Trade and Transportation 
it was announced that the invitation extended by the section 
to the N. W. D. A. to hold its next convention in this city had 
been accepted. A letter was read from J. E. Toms, secretary 
of the N. W. D. A., saying that the invitation had been laid 
before the New Orleans convention and had been accepted 
unanimously. Thomas P. Cook, chairman of the Drug Trade 
Section, was authorized to appoint a committee to arrange 
for the convention and the entertainment of the delegates. A 
committee was appointed to prepare nominations for the an- 
nual election, which takes place at the next meeting, on Jan- 
uary 19. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 





A NEWSPAPER’S BLAST AT PHARMACISTS. 





Indignation Around Among Lozal Retailers. 


Retail druggists were again considerably incensed by the 
publication in the Sunday issue of the New York American and 
Journal on December 18 of an article on substitution which con- 
veyed the impression, or seemingly was meant to convey the im- 
pression, that most of the retail druggists of this city were a 
lot of substituters. The matter was brought up at the last 
meeting of the Manhattan Association and action was taken 
toward putting a stop to such malicious and unwarranted arti- 
cles. Secretary Swann called the attention of members to the 
article and read certain portions of it. Mr. Swann said he be- 
lieved the article was inspired by the Elberfeld Company. The 
latter, he said, was getting the Board of Health to act on 
phenacetin here as it had done in Chicago in the case of aris- 
tol. Every druggist. continued Mr. Swann, should stop all 
semblance of substitution at once, for it would be a sorry day 
for the retail druggists of this city if the Board of Health be- 
gan to inspect drug trade conditions here. Once the board 
started such an inspection here many drugs would be placed 
under the same restrictions as carbolic acid. 

“We must do something at once,” said Mr. Alpers, “ to free 
ourselves from these constant attacks. Above everything else 
the druggist must be honest. We should invite the Board of 
Pharmacy to visit our stores and inspect our stock from top 
to bottom. Only the dishonest would fear such an inspection.” Mr. 
Alpers said that there was need of watching some of the whole- 
sale druggists in this matter. He cited a case in his own expe- 
rience: A certain jobbing house had filled his order for some 
soap, or, rather, sent some goods to him which were not the 
kind he ordered. He protested, but was informed that the 
goods sent were “ just as good as what he ordered.” 

Mr. Erb remarked that the papers read at the meetings of 
the Society of Chemical Industry were perhaps responsible for 
articles on substitution and adulteration in the press, because 
this matter was frequently discussed at the meetings and the 
latter were attended by members of the Board of Health. 


DR. DIEKMAN ENTERS A DENIAL. 


In the Journal’s article Dr. Diekman, chairman of the 
_ Committee on Adulteration of the Board of Pharmacy, was 
quoted as saying that the board had begun a crusade against 
druggists who substitute, and the impression was conveyed to 
the reader that the board was more active in this direction than 
usual. The article went on to say that the city was being 
flooded with the board’s inspectors, etc. When questioned about 
the alleged interview, Dr. Diekman said that he had not used 
the word “substitution,” for substitution had not been and is 
not being investigated by the board. He denied that-the city 
was being flooded with inspectors and also that any crusade 
had been started. The board is simply continuing its activities 
along the same lines as usual. Dr. Diekman refuted the state- 
ment in the article that only five per cent. of the druggists 
comply with the law in the matter of adulteration. He re- 
ferred to the annual report of the State Board of Pharmacy, 
which states that only 10 per cent. of all the pharmacists had 
been found violators of the law. As to the statement that cam- 
phorated oil and cold cream are made with liquid petrolatum. 
he said that was perhaps true, but the board had not collected 
samples of the latter, and the samples of the camphorated oil 
had been tested for camphor strength, without questioning a 
petrolatum base. The new Pharmacopeeia, he said, would direct 
the use of petrolatum oi] in many preparations, and that was 
the reason for the board’s apparent inaction in such cases of 
- alleged adulteration. 

The Press Committee of the Manhattan Association was in- 
structed to call on the daily press to inform the latter of the 
true situation. Mr. Weinstein spoke of the success a com- 
mittee had met with in inducing the Evening Mail to drop its 
proposed publication of an article on substitution and adultera- 
tion, together with the names of honest retail druggists. 
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LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS CONFER. 


The Movement to Organize New York—The Conditions Here 
Outlined—Manv Questions of Imrortance Brought Up— The 
Matter of Dues. 


The conference of local associations called by the Kings 
County Pharmaceutical Society took place at the headquarters 
of the N. A. R. D. in the Woodbridge Building, 100 William 
street, on Friday, December 23. The meeting was called to 
order by Mr. Duble, the manager of the N. A. R. D.’s Depart- 
ment of the East, who suggested that a permanent chairman 
umd secretary be nominated. William C. Anderson was pro- 
posed for chairman and unanimously elected. S. V. B. Swann 
was likewise proposed and elected secretary. The roll call of 
delegates showed the following present: 

DELEGATES PRESENT. 

Kings County Pharmaceutical Society—Messrs. Anderson, 
Muir. Hegeman, Wischerth, Maass, Paradis, Kleine and Gessel; 
Kast New York Association—W. F. Maass; Queens County Asso- 
ciation—Mr. Boenke; German Apothecary Society—Messrs. 
Imhof, Gregorious, Hirseman, Schleussner, Lauer and Swann; 
Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association—Messrs. Diner, Searles 
and Swann; New York Retail Druggists’ Association—Messrs. 
Diamond, Weinstein and Zagat: Brooklyn Consolidated Drug 
Company-—Messrs. Rehfuss and House; Bushwick Association ~ 
—Messrs. Fischer and Heimerzein. 

Mr. Muir and Mr. Hirseman asked if the Drug Merchants’ 
Association and the jobbers had been invited to attend the con- 
ference, so that questions might be put to them as to how they 
stood on the matter. Mr. Duble replied, stating that the exll 
sent out from Kings County mentioned retail associations only. 

Chairman Anderson asked if those present thought that 
conditions were ripe for organizing the retail trade for the 
N. A. R. D. and for better prices. He called for expressions of 
opinion from those present. 

A STATEMENT OF CONDITIONS. 

Mr. Swann stated that his association had taken a step 
which showed conclusively that those present at the last meet- 
ing of the Manhattan Association believed that conditions were 
ripe for the N. A. R. D. by passing a resolution unanimously 
recommending that its members join the national organization. 
Mr. Diner, also of the Manhattan Association, stated he had 
been on a committee which had thoroughly investigated the 
subject and had found that the jobbers were supplying cutters 
and department stores.and that if the retailers expected any 
assistance in the matter they should join the N. A. Rt. D., who 
would back them up in their fight. 

Mr. Boenke reported that out of twenty-five druggists in 
Long Island City twenty-three were members of local associa- 
tions and fourteen of that number were members of the N. A. 
R. D. Mr. Lauer inquired if any data were at hand to show 
whether these druggists had lost trade by holding for better 
prices. Mr. Boenke replied that it.appeared to them all that 
conditions of the trade were the same and that they had not 
lost any ; if they had, the increased prices more than offset any 
loss. c 

VITAL QUESTIONS. 

Mr. Wischerth asked how it was intended to organize Great- 
er New York, whether on the few serially numbered goods or 
on all goods, irrespective of rebates, or otherwise. “ Rebate 
goods can be bought for almost any price if you have the 
money,” said he. “* What assurance have we that other manu- 
facturers will assist in this matter outside of those who have 
adopted the serial numbering plan? What pressure can be 
brought to bear to make people adopt such a plan?” 

Chairman Anderson said that these were vital questions 
and should be thoroughly brought out and understood. 

Mr. Boenke believed that the retail druggists of the city 
should organize on everything. 

Mr. Diner considered Mr. Wischerth’s point a good one.. 
‘Let us stand by the proprietor who adopts the serial number- 
ing plan which binds us all,” said he. 

Eugene Lauer said: “We should place our stamp of ap- 
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proval on the action of the good friends who have already 
adopted the serial numbering plan, and we should devise a 
plan that would teach other manufacturers a lesson so that 
they would follow in time.” 

Felix Hirseman said that all the discussion was informal 
since the delegates present could not bind themselves to any 
plan or action; if they did, their associations might discredit 
them in refusing to accept their report, and as all these ques- 
tions were serious ones, a vote binding the delegates could 
not be taken. The discussion finally led up to a motion by Wil- 
liam Muir, as follows: “ That it is the sense of this conference 
that we organize Greater New York on the direct contract 
and serial numbering plan only.” 

MR. DUBLE WANTS THE ST. LOUIS CLUB INCLUDED. 


Mr. Duble said he would like to see the resolution modified 
somewhat, so as to leave room for the St. Louis Club’s plan 
also. Dr. Muir, however, stood firmly for the direct contract 
plan only, and the resolution was unanimously adopted. Some 
further discussion on the St. Louis Club plan followed and Mr. 
Duble, upon being asked to explain, said that the St. Louis 
plan might be efficacious; it did not require the retailer to sign 
a contract, but the jobbers had to sign one with those compris- 
ing the St. Louis Club, and he believed, after a long conference 
with representatives of that club, that they were honest and 
sincere, and furthermore, that if their plan should be proved to 
be unsuccessful they would certainly adopt within less than a 
year’s time the direct contract and serial numbering plan. In 
answer to Mr. Wischerth, Mr. Duble said that the strength of 
the N. A. R. D. should not be considered numerically, because 
there were many hundreds of druggists who do not belong to 
the N. A. R. D. and yet are in full sympathy with the national 
organization’s plans and campaign for better prices. 

At this point Mr. Weinstein called attention to the fact that 
there were sections of the city where Peruna and other goods 
under the direct contract and serial numbering plan were not 
sold at all; what would retailers in such sections receive in re- 
turn for their dues in the N. A. R. D. if other patent medicines 
were not included in the proposed plant of organization for bet- 
ter prices? 

In answer to this point, Mr. Wischerth said that the serially 
numbered patent medicines could be taken up first and after 
the city is thoroughly organized other goods could be added to 
the list, even if the manufacturers were not in any plan of 
protection. This discussion led to a resolution by Mr. Diner to 
the effect that “ it is the sense of this conference that we recom- 
mend to our members of associations our appreciation of the 
limited contract plan, known as the St. Louis Club plan.” 

ST. LOUIS CLUB’S WORK APPROVED. 

Mr. Diamond moved to amend as follows: “ We approve of 
the efforts of the St. Louis Club to regulate prices and we urge 
them and other manufacturers of proprietary medicines to 
adopt the direct contract and serial numbering plan.” Mr. Diner 
accepted this by withdrawing his motion, and allowing Mr. 
Diamond’s motion to stand as the original motion. This was 
unanimously adopted. , 

THE QUESTION OF DUES 


in the N. A. R. D. and local associations precipitated consider- 
able discussion and brought for the following resolution from 
Chairman Anderson. 

That the delegates to this conference recommend to their 
associations that they affiliate with and indorse the N. A. 
R. D., under the folowing conditions: 

1. The N. A. R. D. to do the organizing. 

2. That the N. A. R. D. collect the dues for the 
N. A. R. D. 

3. Payment of the N. A. R. D. dues alone will not con- 
stitute good standing in the local associations. 

4. Failure to pay the N. A. R. D. dues will not interfere 
with membership in the local associations. 

5. The local associations shall not be responsible for the 
dues of any member or any number of members, the amount 
collected by the representatives of the N. A. R. D. consti- 
tuting its full payment to that organization (N. A. R. D.). 
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6. The local association to aid the work of the N. A. R. D. - 
in every possible way. 

Mr. Diamond asked that the secretary send a copy of the 
minutes of the meeting to each association. 

Mr. Sheldon, of the St. Louis Club, was introduced and 
made some pointed and assuring remarks to the effect that his 
club would stand by the retailers. He thanked the conference 
for passing the resolution indorsing and supporting the St. 
Louis Club. 

Mr. George Gregorius made a motion, which was adopted, 
that the Dry Goods Association, the Drug Merchants’ Associa- 
tion and a committee representing the jobbers be invited to at- 
tend the next conference. Mr. Duble and his assistants, to- 
gether with Mr. Sheldon, said they would endeavor to secure 
the attendance of such a committee at the next meeting. 

The meeting adjourned about 5.30 p.m., to meet in the rooms 
of the New York Board of Trade and Transportation, 203 
Broadway, on January 20, if it is agreeable to the board authori- 
ties that the next conference should be held there. 


SOME MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE $2.50 ORGANIZATION FEE. 
Since the joint conference was held some misunderstanding 
seems to have arisen over the question of organization dues for 
the N. A. R. D. The impression appears to prevail in some 
quarters that the $4 dues covers everything, including the ex- 
pense of organizing the retail druggists as well as membership 
in the National Association. Some surprise was therefore 
expressed when retailers were informed that the organization 
fee of $2.50 is required from each organization in addition to 
the $4 membership fee paid in by the individual members. This 
matter was not mentioned in any of the talks which Mr. Duble 
gave at meetings of the various associations or at the joint con- 
ference. Z 

Irr speaking of the matter the other day Mr. Duble said he had 
not mentioned it because he never thought for a moment that 
there was a single druggist who knew anything about the N. A. 
R. D. that didn’t know about this organization fee, which had 
been required ever since the National Association was formed. 
Mr. Duble said that it was a very trivial matter and he didn’t 
think that it would prove any setback to the work of organizing 
here. 

WAS UNDERSTOOD ALL ALONG—SWANN. 

S. V. B. Swann, secretary of the joint conference, said: “ The 
requirement of a $2.50 organization fee is perfectly understood 
by those who have kept in touch with the N. A. R.D. or who are 
at all familiar with the National Association. If it wasnot brought 
out at the meetings of the different associations and at the joint 
conference, it was simply because it had been taken for granted 
that such a fee existed and was a part of the organization of 
the city and was known to all. When the retail druggists con- 
sider the character of the work undertaken by the N. A. R. D. 
in this city, and when they consider that this work will involve 
the employment of at least six men for one year, the retailers 
will readily see that the small amount required from each in- 
dividual druggist will hardly be sufficient to defray the neces- 
sary expenses incident to the work of effecting a complete organ- 
ization here. I cannot believe that retail druggists of this city will 
hesitate for one moment to pay the small dues and organization 
fee, considering the possibilities within our reach through a 
compact and solid organization allied with a power of national 
significance that has demonstrated beyond the shadow of a 
doubt what can be done by united action. And, furthermore, 
I do not believe the great body of retail druggists of this city 
will ask the rest of the retail trade of the country to furnish 
the sinews of war in this fight for price protection and better 
conditions in Greater New York.” 


Registered in Massachusetts. 

The Massachusetts Board of Pharmacy held two examina- 
tions last month, at which the’ following successful candidates 
were granted certificates: Ira B. Case, Boston; Willard E. 
Green, Northampton; Susie M. Person, Leominster; Joseph M. 
Conley, Worcester; Thomas A. Fitz Simon, Brockton; Jacobus 
van der Halen, Revere; Leon A. Thompson, Boston, and Gustaf 
F. R. Wollin, Boston. 
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New York Retail Druggists’ Association Will Affiliate. 

The New York Retail Druggists’ Association has decided to 
affiliate with the N. A. R. D. At the regular meeting of the 
association on Friday evening, December 23, the following for- 
mal resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the New York Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion affiliate with the N. A. R. D. under the terms adopted by 
the conference of local associations, and that every member of 
this association be requested to sign the contracts of all the 
proprietors who have adopted the direct contract plan. 

The meeting was well attended and much enthusiasm was 
manifested. In addition to the foregoing resolution, every 
member was urged to give his support to the national organiza- 
tion. S. V. B. Swann was present, and upon request read the 
minutes of the joint conference. 

The action in affiliating was not taken without some free 
discussion. Mr. Duble, local representative of the N. A. R. D., 
in reply to some statements that had been made, said with re- 
gard to future plans that it was the intention to work through 
the organizations now in existence, and retail druggists not 
now in any organization would be asked to come into line. After 
this was accomplished, the plan was to divide the city into dis- 
tricts, each district to be in charge of an auxiliary society and 
to co-operate with the joint conference committee. Conditions 
here, he said, were the same as elsewhere, except that they 
were on a larger scale. Mr. Sheldon, of the St. Louis Club, also 
spoke. He told how in Kansas City some $4,000 worth of goods 
had been bought up from one cutter in one week; he urged the 
members to support the N. A. R. D., and spoke of the great 
benefits to be derived from the national body. 

Mr. Cassel, after Mr. Bakst had moved to affiliate with the 
N. A. R. D., said: “ We have listened to some eloquent remarks 
here to-night, but remember, gentlemen, the N. A. R. D. is 
working for the N. A. R. D. and not for you. As soon as you 
sign these contracts you are legally bound to keep to the 
schedule, even if your competitor on the next corner is getting 
all your business. Let the manufacturer take the initiative.” 
Mr. Bakst replied that all the jobbers had signed the contracts, 
and if Mr. Cassell refused to sign the Peruna contract, for in- 
stance, he as well as any one else who refused to sign would 
not get a single bottle of Peruna. 

Mr. Weinstein strongly advocated affiliation, but said that 
too much should not be expected at the outset. More discus- 
sion followed to the effect that comparatively few patent medi- 
cines would be covered by the contracts, and therefore it would 
be easy for cutters to make drives on many articles not in- 
cluded under the contracts. At this point Peter Diamond made 
an earnest speech that did much toward securing favorable 
action on the motion to affiliate. He said that for years the 
need of organization in New York City had been felt, and now 
that the N. A. R. D. was here and ready to take up this work 
with more earnestness and better prospects of success than 
ever before, it certainly would not do to reject the offer of the 
N. A. R. D.’s services. Local organizations were not in them- 
selves sufficient. The dues are small, he continued, and the 
possible benefits are certainly attractive enough to give the 
N. A. R. D. the support it asks. 

The semi-annual election of officers resulted as follows: 
President, Peter Diamond; first vice-president, W. J. Larkin; 
second vice-president, E. Spitzer; treasurer, W. Dulch; finan- 
cial secretary, J. K. Bernard; corresponding secretary, Mr. 
Marmor; recording secretary, Mr. Sindey. 


A Tri-State Pharmaceutical Meeting. 

Pharmacists of Washington, Oregon and California have 
taken quite enthusiastically to the suggestion that the phar- 
maceutical societies of the three Pacific Coast States make ar- 
rangements to meet at the Lewis and Clark Exposition, which 
is to be held at Portland, Ore., during the first half of next year. 
All agree that it would be a very appropriate thing to do as no 
occasion has ever presented itself where the gathering of those 


interested in the welfare of pharmacy in the Far West could be 
more profitably and enjoyably held. A meeting at this time 
would attract more attention from the public than at any other 
time, and the reduced fare on such occasions would tempt many 
who would not otherwise attend. 
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Central New Yorkers Want a $2, $4 and $8 Rate 
on Proprietaries. 

At a recent meeting of the Druggists of Central New York, 
held in Syracuse, the following resolution was presented by 
H. A. Digert, of Phenix, and unanimously adopted: 

“ Resolved, That we will discountenance the sale of all pat- 
ent or proprietary medicine selling at 25 cents, 50 cents and 
$1 that costs over $2, $4 and $8, respectively, and we will dis- 
courage the sale of goods manufactured by any house that 
does not adopt the ‘ Miles plan’ or ‘ something just as good.’ ” 


Northern Ohio Association Promises Active Support to 
Contract Plan. 

At the December meeting of the Northern Ohio Druggists’ 
Association, held at the Casino, in Cleveland, the dues were 
increased from the former rate of 50 cents to 75 cents per 
month, so as to cover the increased dues of the N, A, R. D. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

WHEREAS, The Peruna Drug Mfg. Company and the Wells & 
Richardson Company, by their adoption of the contract and 
serial numbering plan, have given this plan an impetus which 
will roll it to victory and which will bring an end to price de- 
moralization ; be it 

Resolved, That the Northern Ohio Druggists’ Association 
extend warm thanks to the Peruna Company and the Wells & 
Richardson Company for their brave and generous stand on 
behalf of the retailer, and promise these two firms their hearty 
support and co-operation. 

A letter from Dr. V. Mott Pierce asking an expression on 
the part of the association as to what prices should prevail on 
Pierce’s remedies in Cleveland, it was moved, seconded and car- 
ried that the minimum prices should be 83 cents on dollar arti- 
cles, 45 cents on 50-cent articles and full price on 25-cent arti- 
cles. 


The North Carolina Board of Pharamacy. 

At a meeting of the North Carolina Board of Pharmacy, held 
in the city of Raleigh on December 6, the following candidates 
for license to practice pharmacy passed successful examinations : 
George W. Brittain, Reidsville; Junius D. Douglas (col.), Dur- 
ham; William Z. Gibson, Gibson; Edroe V. Harrison, Greens- 
boro; F. V. Hunter, Hendersonville; J. C. Ray, Raieigh; 
Thomas H. Reeves, Weaverville; James S. Webb, Wadesboro, 
and Thomas C. Woodruff, Charlotte. The next meeting of the 
board will be held at Morehead City, June 20. Application 
blanks may be obtained from F. W. Hancock, secretary. 


To Cut Down the Board? 

The New York correspondent of the London Pharmaceuti- 
cal Journal makes the following comment on the New York 
Pharmacy law in the JournaJ for December 24: 

It begins to look as if a very interesting situation would 
develop in New York State before many years. In that large 
commonwealth there have always been three district Boards 
of. Pharmacy until recently, and they operated under three 
distinct laws. Two or three years agg a uniform law was 
passed, and it provided for what was called an “All State 
Board of Pharmacy.” As a matter of fact the three sectional 
boards of five members each were practically united to make 
one board of 15 members. Now it happens that no State board 
in the country has more than five members, and the unwieldy 
board of New York was looked upon as a temporary concession 
to each section, which desired to continue its full quota of rep- 
resentation. It is thought now that the time has come when 
the extra heads may be lopped off. Of course, there will be 
protests—no man likes to lose a public office. A quiet move- 
ment is on foot to prepare a bill which will be introduced 
in the coming session of the State Legislature for the purpose 
of reducing the board to five members, and providing further 
that in the future these men will be elected not by certain sec- 
tional associations, but by the druggists of the State as a 
whole. This legislation is, of course, wholly in keeping with 
the homogeneous nature of the State. The sectional idea has 
been outgrown and should be abolished. 














AMERICAN 





DRUGGIST AND 


A. Ph.A. MATTERS. 


General Prizes Discontinued—Shall There He Dayliglt Entertain- 
ments ?--T he Membership List Grows. 


The council of the American Pharmaceutical Association has 
voted to discontinue the awarding of the general prizes. The 
proposal to restrict the entertainments to the evenings met 
with some opposition, based on the fact that at the seashore in 
particular many forms of entertainment can be given in the 
daytime alone. On motion of President Beal the secretary of 
the council was instructed to furnish copies of the proceedings 
of the council to the pharmaceutical press, withholding, how- 
ever, any matter the publication of which might be considered 
injudicious. Three new applications for membership were 
submitted by the chairman of the Committee on Membership. 

The following members have been appointed to serve on the 
above committee for the ensuing year: E. L. Patch, 28 Lincoln 
street, Stoneham, Mass., chairman; L. F. Kebler, Washington, 
D.C.; L. D. Havenhill, Lawrence, Kan.; Theo. D. Wetterstroem, 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Charles H. La Wall, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
W. K. Llhardt, St. Louis, Mo. Both members and nonmembers 
are requested to send to the chairman of the committee any 
specimens of spurious or adulterated drugs or chemicals they 
may come across or records of any preparations which have 
failed to conform to recognized standards, 


DR PIERCE TO THE WHOLESALERS. 


The following letter has been sent to the wholesale drug 
trade of the United States by the World’s Dispensary Medical! 
Association, Buffalo: 

The beginning of 1905 is here and we wish you good luck 
and may success attend you the whole year through. We are 
confident that our plan to protect the retail and wholesale 
trade will be a success, providing we have your faithful co- 
operation and continued efforts in behalf of your customers— 
the retail trade. Our plan, when carefully followed out, will 
give the retail druggist his just profits in the sale of Dr. 
Pierce’s medicines. It is rather amusing to us to see how some 
good, honest fellows in the jobbing trade “kick” over the 
penalty clause in our contract. Why they do this we cannot 
tell, and they themselves can give no good reason. But more 
amusing still is the how] put up by those jobbers who in the 
past supplied “the substituters and cutters” of this country 
at great pains and at great distances. Their reason for “kick- 
ing” we know, although they do not explain to us their real 
reason. One honest jobber says: 

“I don’t like your penalty clause because it holds us up as 
bad boys, and did you ever hear of bad boys being made good 
by punishment?” : 

Well, a little just punishment never made any one any the 
worse. We want to protect the honest jobber from the dishon- 
est one. The jobber who has supplied the large department 
stores in your city, paid freight over long distances, I am sure 
is to blame for lessening the bulk of your business, as well as 
the profits. 

Still another most amusing feature since we inaugurated 
this plan has been the sudden fear of a certain jobber in a 
large metropolitan city*of the United States, people whom we 
know in the past have dealt fast and loose with the proprietor, 
the jobber and the retailer, who put up an appearance of shak- 
ing at the knees, and cried out to us, “Oh! Please will you pro- 


tect us? Will you be out good policeman? A certain ‘substituter - 


and cutter’ dropped in on us this morning, asked for Pierce’s 
goods, winked the other eye, and when we refused him the 
goods he looked so fierce that we know he is going to sue us. 
Will you please retain an attorney to take care of us?” Such 
valiant screams for help are to be contrasted with other large 
jobbers in the same city who are not afraid; who, although 
called upon by the same fierce ogre say not a word, but kick 
him out the front door. Their knees don’t shake; neither do 
they tremble. They are simply brave because they are hon- 
est! 

I never yet had a task worth doing that I did not find many 
brave, honorable men ready to help and to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with me. At the same time. I have always found op- 
posed to me those who have that dangerous cunning which 
is ‘far more fatal than open defiance. Benjamin Franklin 
it was who said “A good conscience is a continual 
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Christmas,” and so it is with you and I, my friends, when we 
pursue a good work unfalteringly and with a decent regard 
for the rights of others. Let us give the retailers a square 
deal without cunning or false pretense, without weakness or 
cowardice, but with a firm stand for what is right and equita- 
ble. “Friends, if we be honest with ourselves, we shall be 
honest with each other.” Sincerely yours, 
WoRLb’s DISPENSARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
V. M. Pierce, Secretary and General Manager. 


California Pharmacy Board Declared Negligent ; Others 
Dishonest. 


After a deluge of charges and countercharges of no small 
consequence and a publicity that was not confined even to this 
country, the California State Board of Pharmacy was declared 
to have acted, not unfairly, but rather indiscreetly. at the last 
April examinations. The commission appointed over six 
months ago by Governor Pardee to investigate the charges of 
favoritism and advancement of, questions previous to the ex- 
amination to the graduates of the pharmaceutical department 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of this city, which 
were filed by the last graduates of the College of Pharmacy of 
the University of California, has just presented its report to 
the Governor. 

The funds’ of the board were found to be in proper shape, as 
reported by Deputy State Controller Douglas. whose findings 
were published in these columns September 19, 1904. <A mis- 
take had been made, according to the commission, in allowing 
Prof. J. H. Flint, instructor at the P. and S. College of Phar- 
macy. and who also privately coached a number of pupils for 
the examination, to have access to the examination room. 
Dwelling on his appearance of unfairness, by constantly speak- 
ing to the examiners and to his pupils during the tests, the com- 
mission asks: “ What right would he have anyway to encour- 
age his pupils by chatting with them in this way? The board 
was entirely too tolerant of Brother Flint and his persistence.” 

As to the charge that another outsider, Miss C. Fitzgerald, 
“who sometimes assisted Professor Flint in his laboratory,” 
was also present to assist those from the P. and S., the report 
says: “ Her performance differed from the professor 
in this, that while the professor had at times the appearance of 
prompting, he did not, in fact, do so, while this young woman, 
though preserving a kittenish appearance, did in fact do some 
prompting. all unknown to the board.” “The board was mis- 
taken in its notion that any one has a right to be present. They 
may make the most rigid rules of exclusion of outsiders in 
order to insure absolute fairness,” continues the report, pass- 
ing on the defense offered by the board for allowing intruders 
to sit among the candidates. According to the report, consid- 
erable “ cribbing” was done, but there is not enough proof that 
the board knew of it. or that the board had given out ques- 
tions in advance of the examinations, 

The commission recommends that the board preserve all 
answers to examination questions for a reasonable time, as, ow- 
ing to the destruction of the papers, it is now impossible to say 
whether the examiners were warranted in giving Miss Eddy a 
second trial, which latter, it is said, was granted so that a 
threatened fuss would not be made. Although the board is 
exonerated from the charges of extravagance, it is suggested 
that duties now performed by a committee of two, at a per 
diem of $10, being away from their homes. should be relegated 
to the secretary, who ought to receive $100 a month, instead of 
$60, now paid. The board was also advised to consult the 
Attorney-General as to the legality of the practice of charging 
a person, who had once been registered as a pharmacist and 
who had left the State, or had ceased practising his profes- 
sion, an arrearage of $2 a year for the entire period of such 
absence or failure to practise, before they would grant him a 
renewal of registration without examination. The commission 
did not think that the statute quoted in support of this was ap- 
plicable, as, according to it, “ the renewal fee is for those con- 
tinuing the practice of their profession,” and to charge others 
this “seems injudicious and unjustifiable.” 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


: DRUG INCORPORATIONS. 
Certificates of incorporation have been filed since our last 
report of the following new concerns: 


Buffalo Sick & Accident Relief, Buffalo, N. Y. Incorporators: R. &. 
Starr, R. E. Frearm and A. G. Dellenbaugh. Object: general hospital 
purposes. Capital, $5,000. 


Burkeville Drug Company, Burkeville, Va. Incorporators: John H. 
Young, Alvah Ramsey and J. F. Boswell. Object: to carry on a general 
drug business. Capital, maximum, $3,000; minimum, $1,000. 


Dr. A. W. Chase Medicine Company, Buffalo, N. Y. Incorporators : 
G. W. Newton, G. B. Eluhrer and A. W. Lytle. Capital, $150,000. 


Chrysolite Drug & Chemical Company, New York City. Directors : 
M. M. ‘Hinsley, N. A. Donne!ly and J. G. Gregg. Capital, $10,000. 

Columbia Hospital and raining School, Norway, Mich. Secretary, 
Carrie S. Scribner. Capital. $5,000. 


The Corker Ointments Company, Camden, N. J. Incorporators: A. 
Degeler, M. Wahl and Edward O'Bryan. Object: to carry on the man- 
ufacture and sale of medicines of all sorts. Capital, $100,000. 


Cumberland Manufacturing Company, Cumberland, Tenn. ~ Incorpo- 
rators: E. W. Thompson, J. LD. Langley, C. B. Hooper, BE. T. ngiey 
and J. M. Hager. Object: to carry on the business of manufacturing 
and selling grocery and drug sundries. Capital, $20,000. 


Denthol Clemicai Company, St. Louis. Mo. Incorporators: Edward 
Cc. Haverstick, Herman J. Nickel and Andrew J. Haverstick. Object: 
to manufacture and sell dental and pharmaceutical preparations. Cap- 
ital, $10,000.. 


Florida Drug Company, Jacksonville, Fla. Incorporators: B. I. Dil- 
lon, A. N. O’Keeffe and William 8S. Dillon. Object: to carry on a 
wholesale business in drugs, chemicals, pharmaceutical preparatious, 
ete. Capital, $25,000. 


Franklin Homeopathic Medicine Company, New York City. : Incor- 
porators: R. E. ‘Townsend, William F. Endall and M. G. English. Ob- 
ject: to deal in drugs, medicines, ete. Capital, $20,000. 


French & Rogers Drug Company, Gloucester, Mass. Directors : 
William W. French, Anthony C. Rogers and Charles L. Sproat. Capita!, 


Good Morning Call. Company, Augusta, Maine. Directors: I. L. 
Fairbanks and L. A. Burleigh. Object: to deal in drugs, medicines, cte. 
Capita!, $50,000. 


Goodwin Drug Company, Hartford, Conn. Incorporators: Heary H. 
Goodwin, Lester H. Goodwin, James L. Goodwin and Harriett L. Good- 
win. Capital. $40,000. 


Incorporators: Sam 


Harbison Drug Company, Knoxville, Tenn. 
ri Capital, $5,000 


Harbison, M. I. Crippen, 8. G. Shoemate and other. 


The Health Resort Company. Rochester, N. Y. 
(. Worthington, L. D. Perrin and L. D Woodworth. 


Incorporators: W. 
Capital, $15,000. 


Kahama Chemical Company, St. Louis, Mo. Incorporators: William 
H. Merril!, Lester M. Hall and Eugene Lumelius. Object: to manufac- 
ture proprietary medicines. Capital, $20,000. 

Lexington Drug Company, Lexington, Ky. Incorporators: L. G. 
Smith, R. H. Berry and C. F. Jones. Capital, $10,000. 


Mexican Amole Soap Company. Peoria, Ill. Incorporators: ©. €. 
Brayshaw and R. W. Brayshaw. Object: to manufacture and sell toilet 


preparations. Capital, $20,000. 
. Modern Art School of Health and Beauty. New York City. Direct- 
T. W. Topham, M. D.; J. A. Stivers and Rosalie Baurhyte. Cap- 


ors: T. 
ital, $10,000. 
Dr. Moore Medicine Company. Kokomo, Ind. Directors: J. H. Rich- 


srdson, R. W. Moore, Charles Moore, Dr. J. B. Moore and Mrs. Maidie 
Yager. Capital, $10,000. 


Nock & Snyder Company. Louisville. Ky. Incorporators: G. D. 
Nock, G. R. Miller and N. C. Heizer. Capital, $12,000. 


Oak Park Hospital Association. Oak Park, Til. i 
liam Spooner, Nathaniei M. Jones and Carlos J. Ward. 
maintain a hospital and training school for nurses. 


Incornorators : Wil- 
Object: ¢o 


Occidental Chemical Company. Guthrie, Okla. 
Patton, W. E. Van Johannsen and G. V. Pattison. 


Patton Drug Company, Nashville, Tenn. Incorporators: James A. 
Means, Frank S. Patten. Frank S. Brown, Thad. A. Cox and Herbert 
Shipley. Capital, $8,000. 


Pharmacie Nationale. Holyoke. Mass. Incorporators: Henry BE. 
Chaput, Joseph E. Brindamour, Felix J. Coutler and Joseph A. Marin. 
Capital, $3,000. 


Pixine Chemical Company, Troy, N. Y. Directors: M. A. Wheeler. 
Ella F. Wheeler and N. M. Hastings. Object: to manufacture and sel! 
chemicals, etc. Capital, $25,000. 


Preparations Compary of America, New York City. 


Incorporators: G. W. 
Capital, $50,000. 


Directors: 


Meyer Mendelsohn, Dr. Max Abraham Werner and Frank Werner. Ob- 
ject : to deal in drugs, chemicals, etc. Capital, $10,000. 
‘onn. Incorporators: H. E. Purdy, 


Purdy Drug Company. Derby. 
Charles B. Beardsley and Anna B. Purdy. 
Cancer Cure Company, Jersey City. N. J. Incorporators: L. 
H. Bae, J Randall James oad J. G. Rich. Object: to take hold pf and 
continue the business of John G. Rich. Capital, $250,000. 


Troy Chemical Company. Troy, N. Y. Incorporators: Erdar C. Mc- 


Kallor. Frank O. Van Derker. John B. Simpson. Charles Chase an1 
Frederick Hammond. Object: to deal in drugs, medicines, etc. Capital. 
£60,000, 
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United Mutual Pharmacal Company, Fairbury, Neb. 
J. H. Carter, E. D. Marston and E. I. 
drugs. Capital, $5,000. 


Incerporators : 
Gratiging. Object: to deal ia 


West Virginia Chemical Company, Elkins, W. Va. Incorporators: 
A. T. Watson, M. L. Rozser, E. H. McDermot, C. W. Maxwell and S, A. 
Willhide. Object: to manufacture drugs and patent medicines. Cap- 
ital, $10,000. 


T. & P. Chemical Company, Bridgeport, Conn. 
A. Ten Eyck, John T. King and Joseph C. Prote. 


Troy Chemical Company, Binghamton, N. Y. 
McKallor, F. O. Vanderker and J. B. Simpson. 


Incorporators : John 
Capital, $2,000. 
Incorporators: B. G. 
Capital, $60,000. 


Tucker-Green Drug Company, Hattiesburg, Miss. Name of com- 
pany changed to Hayes-Field Company. 
United Witch Hazel Stores, New York. 


Incorporators: R. B. Moor- 
head, ©. D. Pennington and H. H. Walker. 


Capital, $1,000. 


Waynesboro Drug Company, Waynesboro, Ga. 
Stembridge and J. W. Pitts. Capital, $5,000. 


Brockton Stain Company, Jersey City, N. J. Incorporators: Frank 
kX. Hanley, Frederick F. McLntyre, Daniel B. Beard and George E. 
Griswold. Object: to manufacture and sell drugs, chemicals, etc. Cap- 
ital, $25,000. 


Incorporators: H. H. 


J. F. Carpenter Chemical & Mfg. Company, Friendsville, Md. In- 
corporators: D. A. Turney, L. B. Ryland, W. H. Garner, J. F. Griffin 
and others Object: to manufacture and deal in drugs and chemicals. 
Capital, $3,000. 


The ation Mfg. Company, New York. 
Ansorge, P. Ansorge and M. Bach. 
Capital, $6,000. 


Incorporators: H. C. 
Object : to manufacture medicines. 


The F. G. Leslie Chemical Company, New York. 
Leslie, J. E. Sprague and George Ramsay. 
sell drugs, chemicals, etc. 


Directors: F. G. 
Object : to manufacture and 
Capital, $10,000. 

Lyons, Limited, Jersey City. Incorporators: Frederick M. 
Lohr, John T. Lyons, Joseph L. A. Valois ard Wallace Dawson. 
ject: to manufacture and deal in drugs. Capital, $150,000. 


Von 
Ob- 


_ Preventol Chemical Company, St. Louis, Mo. Incorporators: Jordan 
W. Lambert, Robert T. Deacon and Lewis Spindler. Object: to manu- 
facture and deal in chemicals, etc. Capital, $2,000. 


Reliance Drug Company, Chicago. 
John P. Wilson, jr.. and William RB. 
drugs. Capital, $125,000. 


Incorporators: H. C, 
Hale. Object: 


Adcock, 
to manufacture 


_ The Dr. David Roberts Veterinary Remedy Company, Waukesha. 
Wis. Incorporators: Henry E. Blair, David Roberts and A. L. Black- 
stone. Capital, $30,000. 


The Sulphone Chemical Company, Valdosta. Md. Incorporators: 
H. J. Sardlin, J. M. Harvey, N. M. Armfield and J. H. Stamp. Object : 
to manufacture Sulphone. Capital, $5,000, with the privitene of in- 
creasing to $50,000. ? 


Vitine Remedy Company, Buffalo, N. Y. Incorporators: L. J. Me- 
Adam, G. W. Knapp and Ella S. McAdam. Capital, $50,000. 

The Westminster Pharmacy Company, St. Joseph. Mo. Incorpo- 
rators: T. H. Elfred, Edward A. King and Kate Shedrick. Object: to 


engage in the retail drug trade. Capital, $2,500. 
The Westmoreland Drug Mfg. Company, Greenville, N. CC. In- 
conpeentaee: Cc. C. Westmoreland and P. C. Westmoreland. Capital, 


$2 


DIED. 

BaLLarp.—In Lexington, Ky., on Thursday. December 8, 
Thomas Ballard, in the sixtywixth year of his age. 

Beer.—In Baltimore, Md., on Tuesday, December 27, Dr. 
Robert Karl Beer, in the sixty-third year of his age. He was 
the author of “ Beer’s Pharmaceutical Dictionary.” 

EvVANS.—In Dayton, Ohio, on Saturday, December 17, Owen 
Evans, in the sixty-first year of his age. * 

Faatz.—In Elizabeth, N. J., on Wednesday, December 14, 
Joseph B. Faatz, in the twenty-fourth year of his age. 

GLEDHILL.—In Warren Point, N. J.. on Sunday, December 
25, Robert Gledhill, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. 

Hatt.—In Argenta, Ark., on Friday, December 9, J. 'T. 
Hall, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 

KvEHN.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Monday, 
Henry E. C. Kuehn. 

May.—In Naugatuck, Conn., on *Sunday, December 25, 
James Oscar May, in the fifty-third year of his age. 

McMorran.—In Washington, D. C., on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 1, Dr. E. M. MeMurran, in the sixty-ninth year of his age. 

Meparis.—In Clinton, Tenn., on Monday, December 19, Dr. 
R. C. Medaris. 

Tart.—In Meridian, Miss... on Tuesday, December 20. 
Charles Taft. . 

TayLor.—In Louisville, Ky., on Sunday, December 11, Rob- 
ert E. Taylor, in the sixtieth year of his age. 


December 19, 
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THE MANHATTAN ASSOCIATION. 


Business Transacted at the Monthly Meeting. 


At its regular monthly meeting on Monday evening, Decem- 
ber 19, the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association passed a 
formal resolution recommending to its members that they join 
the National Association of Retail Druggists. The association 
did not join as a body, but appointed a committee to confer 
with similar committees from other pharmaceutical bodies on 
the question of affiliation. Other important and interesting 
matters were also discussed and acted upon. 

Under the reports of committees, W. G. Alpers, on behalf of 
the Legal Defense Committee, reported on the case of the Board 
of Pharmacy vs. A. B. Sullivan, for alleged violation of the 
State Pharmacy Law in selling tincture of iodine said to con- 
tain wood alcchol. Mr. Sullivan, who is a retail druggist of 
Staten Island, was acquitted by the court, but the board ap- 
pealed. The committee, Mr. Alpers explained, has been asked 
by Mr. Sullivan to assist him in his case. Mr. Kalish, the asso- 
ciation’s counsel, expressed the opinion, according to Mr. Al- 
pers, that Mr. Sullivan would win his case again on the appeal. 
The committee expected to make a more complete report on 
this matter, because “some points were peculiar,” Mr. Alpers 
said, but had been unable to go over the court records as fully 
and carefully as they wished and therefore would have to defer 
making a full report until a future meeting. 

Mr. Searles gave a complete report on the legislative con- 
ference at Albany. Announcement was made that the Man- 
hattan scholarship had been won by C. K. Brown, of Deposit. 
N. Y., and a check of $100 was ordered sent to the college. 

Mr. Alpers then reported for the special committee appointed 
at the previous meeting to look into the proposition to affiliate 
with the N. A. R. D. The committee met at the office of M1 
Duble and went .over the ground thoroughly. The committee 
asked Mr. Duble to agree to certain things and the latter, after 
the meeting, sent the following letter to the committee, but it 
was received too late for the committee to get together and act 
on before the meeting of the association: 


Dr. WILLIAM C. ALPERS, Thirty-first street and Broadway, City: 

My dear Doctor,—Since the meeting of your conference 
committee last Monday sufficient interest seems to have been 
manifested among the various other associations in Greater 
New York and they have deemed it wise that before any de- 
cided action be taken by any of these organizations a con- 
ference committee be called to take up the matter in all its 
various details and come to such a conclusion as could be uni- 
versally adopted here, so that New York would act as a unit in 
this important undertaking. For that reason I deem it ad- 
visable that these questions should be brought up in this con- 
ference and properly discussed for the benefit of ali. 

Trusting that you will agree with me in my views in the 
matter, I am, Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) J. B. DuBLe. 


The report of the committee was received and approved, and 
the committee discharged with thanks. Mr. Hitchcock then 
asked: “Is it necessary to have a conference? Why couldn’t 
we step out and stand alone? It is not advisable to affiliate as 
an association, but we could compromise with the N. A. R. D. 
The association could recommend that its members join the 
national body. One reason that the association should not 
affiliate is that we would be liable for the $4 dues for every 
member.” A motion had been made that the association affili- 
ate; Mr. Hitchcock moved to amend the motion by recommend- 
ing to the members to join as individuals. Mr. Swann said 
that it was understood that the association should not be called 
upon or held responsible by the N. A. R. D. to pay the dues. 
Jacob Diner thought that it would be inadvisable for the asso- 
ciation to affiliate. Nothing was to be lost, he said, by consult- 
ing with other organizations, and nothing would be gained by 
“going ahead by ourselves,” and being “it.” He urged that 
the association wait and act in concert. There would be some 
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dark points to clear up, and it would be far better, he thought, 
to get together and talk matters over. As an amendment, he 
moved that a committee of three be appointed to confer with 
other similar committees. After further discussion along the 
same lines, both Mr. Hitchcock’s and Mr. Diner’s motions were 
adopted. 

Secretary Swann read a communication from the Paris 
Medicine Company, stating that that company had put the di- 
rect contract plan into effect. A resolution was passed recom- 
mending that the members of the Manhattan Association sign 
that contract. 

Quite a stir was caused by the reading of a letter of resig- 
nation from Dr. Emile Brunor. 

Following the reading of this letter the question of its 
acceptance came up and a lively discussion ensued. Mr. Alpers 
said he fully appreciated Dr. Brunor’s position. ‘“ Like other 
retail druggists,” said Mr. Alpers, “ he has to yield to the ne- 
cessities of the commercial side; while opposition to patent 
medicines is the only proper ethical standpoint for the retail 
druggist, still expediency must overrule principle.” Mr. 
Schweinfurth predicted that there would be many more resig- 
nations. Mr. Swann was in favor of accepting the resigna- 
tion. Dr. Brunor, he said, was one of the worst cutters in New 
York, and, although he would be benefited by joining the 
N. A. R. D., he was one of those who refused to help in the 
fight for better prices. ‘It’s all very well to talk professional- 
ism,” some one remarked, “ but we are now confronted with 
cold-blooded commercialism. The N. A. R. D. is now trying to 
aid us on the commercial side; it will be a sorry day for us 
when we get down to the professional side.” 

The question of accepting the resignation was finally put 
to a vote, after some members had expressed the opinion that 
Dr. Brunor was too valuable a member to lose. The vote was 
three for acceptance and seven against; the motion was ac- 
cordingly lost and Dr. Brunor’s resignation was not accepted. 

Secretary Swann announced that an important decision has 
just been rendered by the court in the case of the Hygeia Water 
Company against a certain hotel, according to which the hotel 
Was not responsible for the return of siphons. Mr. Swann said 
that this established an important precedent for druggists, in 
that retailers could not be held responsible for siphons not re- 
turned. 

The article in the New York American, published the Sun- 
day previous to the meeting and accusing druggists of substitu- 
tion, called forth very sharp criticism. This feature of the 
meeting is treated elsewhere in this issue. 

President Collins appointed as a committee to confer with 
similar committees from other organizations, Messrs. Swann, 
Diner and Searles. 


Recent Customs Decisions. 


The Board of United States General Appraisers has sus- 
tained the protest of Zinkelson & Co. against the collector’s 
assessment of 60 cents a pound and 45 per cent. ad valorem on 
their importation of capsicum and gingerine. The importers 
claimed that the merchandise was a medicinal preparation 
containing alcohol and in the preparation of which alcohol was 
used, and, therefore, dutiable at 55 cents a pound under par- 
agraph 67 of the tariff. 

The board overruled the claim of C. B. Richard & Co. for 
free entry of merchandise invoiced as lubricating oil. The 
board held that the merchandise was an alizarin assistant, . 
dutiable at 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Oil of mace, imported by Linkeison & Co., was allowed to 
enter free. The collector had assessed the importation at a 
duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem as an essential oil under par- 
agraph 8 of the tariff. 

The Collector of the Port assessed an importation of gelatin 
sheets as gelatin. The importer, Henry Pfaltz, of this city, 
claimed that the merchandise should have been assessed at a 
duty of 35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 450, which 
provides for gelatin sheets. The board upheld the claim, 
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THE POWERS-WEIGHTMAN-ROSENGARTEN COMPANY. 


Two Large Chemical Homes Consolidated—Details of the Trans- 
action—Sketch of the History. 


Philadelphia, January 5.—On January 1 the two great chem- 
ical houses of Powers & Weightman and of Rosengarten & Sons, 
Incorporated, were merged and the Powers-Weightman-Rosen- 
garten Company took over the plant and assets of the two chem- 
ical manufacturing companies. Ever since Mr. Weightman’s 
death the business of Powers & Weightman has been conducted 
by Mrs. R. J. C. Walker, his daughter, but as she is desirous of 
giving up her business affairs she entered into a deal with Ros- 
engarten & Sons by which these two large chemical manufactur- 
ing houses were to be consolidated. This is the most important 
consolidation in the drug line that has ever happened in this 
city or in the United States for that matter. The deal involves 
many millions of dollars. Although Mrs. Walker, who was the 
sole heir of Mr. Weightman, has given up her duties as the head 
of the great firm of Powers & Weightman, she has, neverthe- 
less, a large interest in the new company and will be one of its 
directors. 

The deal was kept a secret until within a few days of the 
end of the year when the story leaked out. These two firms 
have been active competitors for 82 years, and while both have 
been successful in business and have earned large profits in the 
sale of the same products, the firm of Powers & Weightman did 
by far the largest business. The business of Powers & Weight- 
man was established in 1816 by John Farr, an uncle of William 
Weightman. In 1818 the name was changed to Farr & Kunzi, 
and later to John Farr & Co., when Mr. Weightman was ad- 
mitted to the firm. In 1847 Mr. Farr died and the present firm 
of Powers & Weightman was formed. Mr, Powers died in 1878 
and Mr. Weightman became sole owner. In 18938 R. J. C. 
Walker, his son-in-law, was admitted to partnership and he re- 
mained with the firm until his death several years ago. On his 
death his widow assumed the management of his interests, and 
later assisted her father until his death. Since that time Mrs. 
Walker has personally conducted the affairs of the business, at- 
tending to many details that an ordinary clerk would pass over. 

H. B. Rosengarten, president of Rosengarten & Sons, is the 
president of the new company. It is understood that the gen- 
eral offices are to be located in the Powers & Weightman build- 
ing, and it may not be long before a change is made in the Ros- 
engarten & Sons’ old plant. The plant of Rosengarten & Sons 
is in the block bounded by Fitzwater, Catherine, Seventeenth 
and Highteenth streets. It was established in 1822 by Seitler & 
Zeitler. George D. Rosengarten, the first of the family, was 
admitted to the partnership in 1823, and the firm name was 
changed to Zeitler & Rosengarten. One year later the property 
passed into hands of Mr. Rosengarten alone. In 1836 the firm 
was reorganized as George D. & S. Rosengarten, and continued 
as such until 1858, when Samuel G. and Mitchell G., sons of the 
senior member, were taken into the company. George D. Rosen- 
garten retired from business in 1879. 

H. B. Rosengarten was admitted to the firm in 1860. Frank 
H. Rosengarten was admitted in 1879. Michell G. Rosengarten 
died in 1898, and Samuel G. and Frank H. Rosengarten retired 
in the same year. The firm was then continued by H. G. Rosen- 
garten and his sons, George D. and Adolph G. Rosengarten. In 
1901 it was incorporated with the present title. H. B. Rosen- 
garten was made president, George D. Rosengarten vice-presi- 
dent, Adolph G. Rosengarten secretary and treasurer, Joseph G. 
Rosengarten and Frederic Rosengarten, directors. Like Pow- 
ers & Weightman, this firm made a considerable fortune in the 
manufacture and sale of quinin and of the alkaloids of opium. 

The plant of Powers & Weightman is in the block bounded 
by Ninth, Hutchinson, Parrish and Brown streets. There is a 
storehouse at the southeast corner of Ninth and Parrish streets, 
a warehouse at the southwest corner of Percy and Brown 


streets, and a shipping depot at the intersection of the Philadel- — 


phia & Reading Railway and Brown street. A large manufac- 
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turing plant of the firm is located in Ridge avenue, opposite 
Queen lane pumping station. It extends from Ridge avenue 
to Fairmount Park. The two plants of Powers & Weightman 
covered altogether about 21 acres, and gave employment to over 
1000 workmen. j 

The new company is incorporated under the laws of ,this 
State, and the officers are the same as those at the head of the 
present Rosengarten Company. It is the intention of Mrs. 
Walker to go abroad, and this is one of the reasons why she 
has given up her active work in connection with the business. 

At the same time that the new company took hold Edward T. 
Davis, who has for the past 30 years been the private secretary 
to William Weightman, retired. Mr. Davis had considerable to 
do with the real estate transactions of Mr. Weightman, who at 
one time was the largest owner of real estate in this city. 
Since Mr. Weightman’s death Mrs, Walker has sold a number 
of properties, and it is reported that Mr. Davis was buying up 
the real estate which was for sale, although he denied he was 
back of a syndicate to purchase the properties. He admitted, 
however, that if Mrs. Walker desired to sell any of her holdings 
he might find a purchaser for her. Mr. Davis’ reason for retir- 
ing is that he desired to take a rest and then give his attention 
to his own business. Concerning his resignation he said: 

“During the last years of Mr. Weightman’s life it would 
would have been impossible for me to retire. With his death 
I announced my intention of so doing, and the plan became 
feasible when Mrs. Walker transferred the Powers & Weight- 
man business to the Rosengartens,” 


Drug Clerks in Denmark. 

After nearly three years’ discussion an agreement between 
Danish chemists and the Assistants’ Association has been ar- 
ranged just when everything was ready for a strike, says the 
Chemist and Druggist. According to the agreement, each as- 
sistant is to have a fortnight’s holiday every year; in the event 
of this not being possible owing to special reasons, he will get 
double the salary during the time. It is further agreed that the 
number of apprentices in any pharmacy in future shall not ex- 
ceed that of the examined assistants. As regards salary, chem- 
ists are divided into four classes, corresponding to the receipts 
from prescription-dispensing. A chemist with returns of less 
than 7,000 kr. from this source, and newly erected pharmacies 
in the first year, are not subject to the agreement, but the others 
are to be scaled as follows: 4 


Annual Average Aver. working 

air tre receipts. salary. hours weekly. 
ee ee ee 7,000-14,000 kr. 1,620 kr. 0 
a ee ee 14,000-21,000 kr. 1,750 kr. 58 
Class 3..............21,000-28,000 kr. 1,850 kr. 56 
wh SS wea grmerer 28,000 kr. and over. 1,900 kr. 54 


In case of disagreement between the associations and their 
members, and in event of any deadlock the matter is to be de- 
cided by a Court of Arbitration. Both parties bind themselves 
in writing to agree to the judgment of the Court, besides re- 
nouncing the right to go to courts of law with the matter. The 
members of the Chemists’ Association are bound in future to 
engage and, if possible, give work only to assisants who are 
members of the Assistants’ Association. Members of the lat- 
ter who seek situations are bound in future only to take them 
with members of the Chemists’ Association, and, if possible, only 
to remain in such situations. The agreement dates from No- 
vember 1, 1904, and remains good until May 1, 1915, but the 
arrangement as regards working hours may be revised on May 
1, 1910. 


The death of Herman H. Strunk, a much respected pharma- 
cist of Shakopee, Scott County, Minn., on Tuesday, November 
15, at the advanced age of eighty-seven years, is feelingly 
noticed in a recent issue of the Shakopee Tribune. Mr. Strunk 
must have held a very high place in the esteem of the community 
to be the subject of so eloquent a tribute to his memory as 
characterizes the sketch of his career which appears in the 
Shakopee Tribune. 





22 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


Greater New York News. 


William J. Baird, after being with the firm for nearly forty 
years, resigned on the first of the year from the firm of Powers 
& Weightman. Mr. Baird will retire from active business. 


O. H. Brickner, for many years with St. John Brothers, has 
started business on his own account at No. 90 William street 
as a drug broker. He will make a specialty of opium and 
quinine. 

Officers and employees of the Franklin H. Kalbfleisch Com- 
pany presented Franklin H. Kalbfleisch with a very handsome 
Christmas ‘gift as a token of their esteem. The present con- 
sisted of pair of field glasses and a pair of opera glasses. 


J. P. Reymond, manager of the Kansas City branch of 
Parke, Davis & Co., paid a brief visit to the city last week, hav- 
ing come on after a visit to Detroit, where he attended a meet- 
ing of the branch managers of the house. 

The many friends of J. H. Stallman, of the Stallman-Fulton 
Company, were grieved to learn of the death of his wife. Mrs. 
Stallman had been in ill health for some time and her death 
was not. wholly unexpected. Many expressions of sympathy 
have been extended to Mr. Stallman by the trade. 


Ed. F. Mallory, who for many years past represented the 
firm of Lazell, Dalley & Co. in the West, making his head- 
quarters at Chicago, has been called to New York and given 
the post of manager. Mr. Mallory is one of the most widely 
known and popular men on the road and is a prominent official 
in the Travelers’ Protective Association. 

The board of directors of the New York Consolidated Drug 
Company bas applied to the N. A. R. D., the N. W. D. A. and 
the Proprietary Association for recognition as a regular jobbing 
concern, ‘The company’s methods of doing business have been 
entirely changed. Hereafter the regular wholesale prices will 
be charged, without any special rebates or concessions, and any 
druggist may purchase of the company, whether he be a stock- 
holder or not. 

S. H. Carragan, head of Parke, Davis & Co.’s traveling serv- 
ice department, gave a complimentary dinner on Friday evening, 
December 30, at the Drug Club, to the New York department’s 
traveling salesmen. About 30 guests were present. The occa- 
sion was a most enjoyable one? Previous to this dinner Mr. Car- 
ragan received a very handsome Christmas gift from the men 
in his department. 


J. D. Bellaire and G. V. Lincoln, the N. A. R. D. organ- 
izers, who are assisting Mr. Duble in the work here in New 
York, have begun the canvass of retail druggists of the city 
and are asking them individually to join the National Asso- 
ciation. So far they have met with very good success, more 
than they anticipated. They report the outlook as very en- 
couraging. E 

H. A. Herold, counsel for the State Board of Pharmacy, 
obtained a summons for Clemens M. Mueller, of 1606 Second 
avenue, to appear in the Fifty-seventh Street Police Court and 
answer to the charge of larceny. Civil action has also been 
begun against Mr. Mueller to recover the sum of $85, paid by 
F. L. Burdett, of Brooklyn, for training him for the Board of 
Pharmacy examination. Mr. Burdett claims that Mr. Mueller 
kept asking him for sums in addition to the fee agreed upon, 
and alleges that Mr. Mueller extorted money from him. 


The well-known firm of Dodge & Olcott, of this city, has 
been incorporated as the Dodge & Olcott Company, with a 
capital of $700,000. The directors are George M. Olcott, presi- 
dent; Francis E. Dodge and Francis H. Sloan, vice-presidents. 
The other officers of the company are Christian Beilstein, sec- 
retary ; James H. Horn, manager of the New York warehouse ; 
Emil Martens, treasurer, and Charles A. Hall, manager of the 
Bayonne plant. The company incorporated in order to secure 


a better business organization. 


In the United States Circuit Court a few days ago Judge 
Wheeler rendered an important decision in favor of the de- 
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fendant in the case of the Société Fabrique de Produit Chim- 
iques de Thann et de Mulhouse against George Leuders & Co. 
The suit was brought against the Leuders Company about five 
years ago by the owners of the patent for artificial musk (An- 
ton Chiris) for infringement. It was contended that there 
was a product derived from other sources in existence prior to 
the patent. In his decision Judge Wheeler said: 

“Tf such was the case this patent, which is distinctly for 
the substance and not for the process, would be void.” The 
plaintiffs have petitioned for a rehearing of the case. It is 
interesting to note that the article under the patent sold for 
$2,000 per pound, but is selling at present for about $5 a pound. 





Ball of the Drug Clerks’ Circle. 

The sixth annual ball of the Drug Clerks’ Circle was held 
December 28 at Terrace Garden, Fifty-eighth street and Lex- 
ington avenue. The hall contained a number of interesting fea- 
tures. Upon entering the hall every visitor received three 
souvenirs. The firm of Goetting & Co. and the Palmer Per 
fumery Company distributed small bottles of perfumery and 
artificial roses. 

The officers of the Drug Clerks’ Circle are: Ph. Lewy, presi- 
dent; J. Gollobin, vice-president; Dr. Joseph Kahn, treasurer ;: 
P. H. Halprin, corresponding secretary ; John Nisselson, finan- 
cial secretary ; D. A. Lutz, recording secretary; J. A. Braudie: 
first trustee ; I. Bernstein, second trustee; S. Norman, sergean - 
at-arms. Joseph A. Brundie, Ph. G., and Phil. Halprin, Ph. G.., 
are editors. , 

Great credit is due to the following committees: Arrange- 
ment Committee, M: Kupersmith, Ph. G., chairman; S. Norman, 
M. Mickin, N. Klugman, H. Rudey, L. Wiener, H. Blumenthal, 
J. M. Gordon, J. O. Bean, S. Rodin, J. D. Robbins. Reception 
Committee, William Karlin, chairman; H. Luntz, H. Fertig. 
A. Ratnow, M. Levin, M. Silverman, H. Blitzer, S. Stein, I. 
Newstadter, M. Ossios, Ph. Shapiro, N. Gillman, B. Thorne, A. 
Tunper, A. Deutch, D. Robinson, H. Lichtenstein, R. Jaffe, D. 
Ushknow. Floor Committee, D. A. Lutz, chairman; B. Levine, 
floor manager; B. Koplowitz, I. Katz, J. Landes, B. Miller, Ch. 
Murray, J. Goodkin, M. Golot, I. Khazen, H. Schecktman, H. 
Ziporkes, Ch. Hochierner, S. Fertman, M. Siegel, N. Klugrjan, 
L. Mickin, William Chomonsky. 


. Registered in Kansas. 

At a meeting of the Kansas State Board of Pharmacy held 
at Pittsburg, Kan., November 16, there were 32 applicants 
present to take the examination, 17 of which passed 
and were registered. Following are the names of those 
who passed: Robert C. Wright, Wichita; J. M. Price, Emporia; 
Roy Sharpe, McCune; H. H. King, Hays City; C. E. Brower, 
Norcatur; Chas. A. Herron, Topeka; Chas. E. Flautt, Peru; 
Oscar A. Youngberg, Ottawa; BE. H. St. John, Independence; 
O. H. Smith, Washington; F. E. Pratt, Pittsburg; Roy J. 
Leatherberry, Emporia; Sherman L. Axford, Virgil; F. M. Huy- 
ler, Alta Vista; Merten B. Neff, Hiawatha, and H. C. Hoffman, 
Newton. 

Assistant Pharmacist: Leonard A. Doan, Chanute. 

Following are the names of those who were registered since 
the last meeting of the board by virtue of being graduates of 
recognized colleges of pharmacy: Hamilton Aley, Jr.. Gorham: 
Walter E. Keef, Hope. 

Following are the names of those whozse names have been 
restored to the register during the last quarter: F. W. Long- 
acre, Bison; F. S. Caples, Galena; C. C. Scott, Arkansas City ; 
W. B. Littreal, Hiawatha; John Huff, Empire City; Donald R. 
Osborn, Soldier; J. E. Janeway, Haddam; Clyde W. Townsend, 
Independence, and P. H. Klinkenberg, Cawker City. 

The next meeting of the board for examination will be 
held at Wichita February 15, 1905, beginning at 9 o’clock a.m. 
Those desiring to take the examination should notify the secre- 
tary at least five days before the date of the meeting. The 
secretary, W. E. Sherriff, of Ellsworth, Kan., will furnish the 
necessary blanks upon application. 
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Druggist at Head of Both Branches of Buffalo Common Council 
—Fifty Applicants for Registration—Daring Drug Store Rob- 
bery—Work of the Board of Pharmacy — Direct Contract 
Being Signed. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, January 5.—The Buffalo drug trade took all the 
honors in city affairs at the opening of the year, as each 
branch of the Common Council elected a member of that 
calling to stand at its head for the year. Thomas Stoddart, 
one of the hard-working members of the Board of Councilmen, 
was chosen president of that body, and was also appointed act- 
ing Mayor of the city by Mayor Knight during a vacation trip 
which he is to take. Neil McEachren was elected president of 
the Board of Aldermen after a quite lengthy contest from 
which one after another of his competitors dropped out one by 
one, leaving him to receive the entire vote. He is one of the 
city’s best known druggists, distinguished for his sterling quali- 
ties, made still more apparent by his announcing at the outset 
of the contest for the position just given him that he would 
make no promises and do no trading to aid him in obtaining 
the place. It is understood that there is to be a complete shake 
up of the dead wood of the committees by the new president of 
the Aldermen. Here are two solid Scotch names to stand at 
the head of city affairs, and they stand for good government 
every time. After his election on the 2d President Stoddart en- 
tertained his colleagues at an elaborate luncheon. 

THE WESTERN BRANCH OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
has been kept very busy in Buffalo of late holding examina- 
tious. Asa result of the session on December 14 the following 
list of licenses were issued: Pharmacists—Edward J. Bills, 
Ganson W. Croff, Isidore Fisher, Robert B. Hannah, James 
B. Harrington, Carl W. Hayes, Oscar E. Heergaard, W. B. 
Kowal, Samuel Rudin, of Buffalo; John H. Mason, of Niagara 
Falls. Druggists—Pierre B. Merrill, of Homer; William D. 
IIulse, of Sodus; Philip Nelson, of Batavia. 

A second examination was held on the 28th, at which 46 
candidates for license as pharmacist and 10 as druggist took 
part. Their papers will be passed on by a subsequent meet- 
ing of the board. Herbert M. Groves, the new member of the 
board, who succeeds E. M. Jewell, both of Batavia, attended 
the December meetings of the board in order to become ac- 
quainted with its methods. The board for the present year is 
composed of W. G. Gregory, George Reimann and S. A. Grove, of 
Buffalo; A. M. Palmer, of Olean, and Mr. Groves. 

ANOTHER DRUG STORE HOLD-UP. 

Buffalo was the scene not long ago of a robber trying to 
shoot the wife of a druggist while occupied in her husband’s 
store; now a still more daring occurrence must be recorded. On 
the night of December 28 two men entered the drug store of E. 
N. Bargar, at Plymouth avenue and Pennsylvania street, and 
pretended that they wanted to buy some cough medicine. It 
was after 10 o’clock, and the proprietor was alone. When he 
turned to get the medicine one of them pointed a pistol at his 
head and told him not to stir or he would shoot him. The 
other man ran to the cash box. rang up a “ No sale” card, and 
took the money, which happened to be only about $10. He then 
left the store and the other followed. The druggist called the 
police and gave a good description of the men, but they have 
not been taken yet. There have been quite a number of hold- 
ups in the city of late, and it is quite likely a single gang has 
done the most of the work. 

THE BUFFALO DRUGGISTS’ BOWLING CLUB 

is composed of. good men and true, and it will go right on just 
as before, having a fine time every Friday afternoon, but it is 
at present under something of a cloud on account of the way 
the prize went in the late contest. Nobody seems to know 
what was the reason, unless the handicapper was a little too 
conscientious and scored himself and his friends down too low, 
but it is a fact that the prize was won by a cigar store man, 
who was somehow invited to take a part in the game. 
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DRUGGIST USING U. S. P. OF 1860. 

The Western branch of the State Board of Pharmacy is 
steadily at work on the problem of stores that are above sus- 
picion, and will soon begin making another regular descent on 
the delinquents. Of late the work has been laid out mainly on 
Buffalo, and by early spring it is the plan to have samples 
from every drug store in the city, and when the proper disposi- 
tion is made of them and the people who are responsible for 
them a return will be made to the stores in the country dis- 
tricts. The druggists are not usually called frauds, even where 
they come under the ban of the law. The difficulty is usually 
that their goods do not contain the amount of active ingredients 
they should. The Western branch not long ago fined a druggist 
who was apparently honest so far as he went and he 
complained bitterly over the way he was dealt with, for he 
said he had followed the formulas of the Pharmacopeia. When 
the matter was looked up it was found that he was still using 
the Pharmacopeia of 1860! The board declined to remit the 
fine on that account, as it was held that a man so far behind the 
times as that needed something more than words to stir him 
up and get him into line with modern business. 

MANY DRUGGISTS SIGNS CONTRACTS. 

There is no final outcome yet of the cut-rate war in the 
Buffalo drug trade, although the members look for relief 
through the operation of the proprietors who are making con- 
tracts with retailers direct, for if this plan can be made to suc- 
ceed in one case it can in another, and nobody sees any reason 
why it will not succeed. There are several manufacturers en- 
gaged in procuring signatures to contracts, and the ease with 
which they get them is very largely due to the terribly cut-up 
condition the trade has been in all through Buffalo for so 
long. In one sense it is quite possible that the fierceness of 
the war has been a good thing, as it makes this a good field for 
trying the direct contract plan. Any druggist who refuses to 
sign under such circumstances as exist, with some of the patent 
medicines fairly given away as advertisements, must be made 
of queer stuff. There is some improvement in the general drug 
trade, though it is not called really good. 

MINOR NEWS NOTES. 

The Stallman & Fulton Company again sends us William 
A. Sherry, who captured a goodly amount of orders for his 
house before going home for the winter holidays. 

Justin Keith. who is always with us unless busy with some 
other drug center, saw Buffalo agai last month, and was not 
at all displeased with the sight. 

The Mallinckrodt Chemical Works, of St. Louis and New 
York, sends us as special representative E. T. Green, who took 
a satisfactory amount of orders while going the rounds, 

W. P. Smith was another of the welcome visitors who saw 
Buffalo just before the holidays and sold his usual liberal 
amount of specialties for the New York house of Thurston & 
Braidich. 

The Ed. Pinaud “ Parfumerie”’ was more prominent in the 
air hereabouts lately after the visit in its interest of Joseph 
V. Gartland, who is doubly welcome just before the holiday 
season. " 

The pharmaceutical preparations generally known as the 
“Red Lilly * took a step forward last month on the visit to 
town of E. O. Norte, who has represented the house for some 
time. 

At the recent fire that destroyed a great part of the business 
district of East Aurora, near Buffalo, the drug store of Mason 
& Brown was destroyed, but the firm has not given up business 
and expects to have a new store built and fitted up by February 
1, which is pretty good time, since the fire occurred December 18. 

As to the Buffalo opposition to the new Pharmacy law, the 
friends of the law are of the opinion that there will not be much 
of it when it is discovered that it does not apply to the license 
or druggist, which does not appear to be understood generally. 
There seems to be a sort of understanding that if Syracuse 
University will establish a course in pharmacy which will 
cover the interior of the State the opposition to the law will be 
very much weakened. 
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A Most Prosperous Year—The Chemical Consolidation—An Epi- 
demic of Drug Store Fires—The Philadelphia Wholesale Drug 
Company Declares a Twenty-One Per Cent. Dividend. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, January 5.—The year just closed was one of 
the most prosperous the drug trade has ever had in this city. 
There were very few failures and with the exception of one 
trade disaster the losses sustained by the various drug houses 
on account of inability of the dealers to pay were comparatively 
small. Besides this there was more money expended by the 
retail druggists than ever before. At one time there were 
over 100 alterations being made and in a number of instances 
many of the stores have been so remodeled that they bear no 
resemblance to what was known as a drug store a few years 
ago. While the number of wholesale dealers has not been ma- 
terially increased there has been a large increase in the volume 
of business done. At one time the wholesale druggists of this 
city did a large Southern trade, but of late years it has gone 
to other cities. Lately some of this business has been regained 
end it is understood that a determined effort is to be made to 
get it all back. 

THE POWERS-WEIGHTMAN-ROSENGARTEN COMPANY. 

The most important event of the year is the consolidation of 
the firms of Powers & Weightman and of Rosengarten & Son, 
full particulars of which appear in another column. 

AN EPIDEMIC OF DRUG STORE FIRES. 

During the last two weeks there seems to have been an epi- 
demic of fires among the druggists of this city. The store of B. 
J. Murray, 6228 Main street, Germantown, was partially de- 
stroyed by fire on the 16th, and the store of Dr. Borneman, of 
Sixth and Dickinson streets, caught fire in the bulk window, 
caused by the gas coming in contact with some absorbent cot- 
ton. The loss in both cases was trifling. On the 17 inst. a fire 
started in the cellar of the drug store of A. T. Pollard, Fifteenth 
and Locust streets, and nearly caused an explosion of drugs and 
chemicals stored in the cellar. In the upper rooms of the build- 
ing six persons were sleeping. They were Mr. Pollard and his 
wife and the manager of the store, E. W. Potter, and his fam- 
ily. A passerby noticed flames and smoke issuing from the 
cellar and an alarm of fire was turned in from the police station 
nearby. Meanwhile the sleeping occupants of the house had 
been aroused by smoke and groped their way downstairs to the 
street. The blaze was extinguished without much difficulty. 
When the cellar was cleared of smoke it was seen that corks 
had been forced by the heat out of bottles containing ether, 
aleohol and other explosive chemicals. The loss will amount 
to several hundred dollars. The origin of the fire is supposed 
to have been spontaneous combustion. 

A TWENTY-ONE PER CENT. DIVIDEND. 

The new board of managers of the Philadelphia Wholesale 
Drug Company, Limited, recently elected EB. R. Gatchel president 
and H. C. Blair vice-president. This company has been very 
prosperous during the past year and will shortly declare a 
dividend of 21 per cent., which is an unusual showing for a 
wholesale drug company. 

STANDING OF THE BOWLERS. 

The standing of the druggists’ bowling clubs of this city on 

December 31 is as foliows: 


ee ees ee 18 8 857 
i a ren ren 11 4 -733 
te Me MR SS Gs Sy pW Gadd swiss 6 bie ne WAN doo bre 12 6 .666 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy.......... 8 7 533 
NR eee es oo US N64 See's w's.b culos we 8 13 381 
Hance Brothers & White................200. 8 13 381 
Pe ees MRS Uso 6 by ee BWidy bck Se asta Kawhis 1 17 .056 


The firm of H. K. Wampole & Co. are making rapid strides 
in the ways of progress and new departures. They will shortly 
erect a large addition to their already large plant. The newest 
additions to their products are chloroform and sugar milk, and 
when their new plant is completed we may look for a further 
extension in this line. 
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George Gaskill, formerly with D. L. Brown at Tentn and 
Arch streets, has secured a’ position as manager for J. B. 
Thompson at his new store in Tioga. 

J. J. Parker is recovering from a serious attack of illness 
and is occasionally seen downtown. 

Hayes F. Deemer, of Leeds & Deemer, of Atlantic City; who 
are temporarily out of business during the rebuilding of their 
store, is visiting friends in this city. 

Prof. Koch of Pittsburgh, president of the Philadelphia 
Pharmaceutical Association, visited friends in this city last 
week. 

H. Llewellyn is enjoying the balmy climate of California. 

A. Swisher, the smiling representative of Johnson & John- 
son in the State, paid his annual visit to New Brunswick, N. J., 
and tarried for a few days in Philadelphia. The smile is still 
growing and so is Mr. Swisher. 

H. A. McFerren, the Pittsburgh representative of J. & J.. 
paid a flying visit to Philadelphia and “Brother Jerry.” 

A. L. Wolcott, the genial Welch Grape Juice man, has re- 
sumed business at the old stand. 

Last week’s bowling brought no surprises. The Wanderers 
lost three to the J. Ellwood Lee Company by a narrow margin. 
Hance Brothers & White: took three from the “Reds.” The 
victors in the last named match are jubilant over getting out 
of last place. 

A. Pilkington, formerly connected with Dr. McFarland’s East 
End Pharmacy, has purchased J. B. Thompson’s drug store in 
West Chester. 

A. H. Smith, of Pfromm & Kindig, has gone and done it. 
“Doc,” as he is commonly known, has a host of friends and is - 
receiving hearty congratulations from all over. 

Charles E. Shillito, formerly with George Beringer, of Cam- 
den, is about to open a store in that city in Haddon Heights. He 
has ordered very handsome fixtures and an elaborate soda water 
fountain, and will make a strong bid for the trade in that pretty 
suburb. 


Canadian News Notes. 


J. C. Gordon, of Winnipeg, has moved into his new store, 
676 Main street. 

J. S. Morton, a druggist of Marmora, Ont., has sold his 
business to D. W. G. McKechnie. 

John Love has purchased the Rolls Estate, consisting of 
stock in trade, etc., at Hedley, B. C. 

W. J. Robertson & Co., of Manitou, Man., have disposed of 
their drug business to Hartley & Cummings. 

The stock in trade of Lang Gowday, of Galt, Ont., has been 
purchased by the Bank of Toronto, who have secured the site 
occupied by his store for a new bank building. 

Robert Inglis, a graduate of the School of Pharmacy of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, has taken charge of 
the dispensing department of the Pulford Drug Company’s 
store, Winnipeg. 

F. H. Clarke, of Fort William, Ont., died suddenly of pneu- 
monia on the 14th ult. He had only been ill for a few days with 
a cold and no serious result was anticipated. Mr. Clarke was 47 
years of age, and came to Fort William in 1897, where he built 
up an extensive drug business. He was unmarried. 

The Canadian Electro-Chemical Company, of Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ont., has given up the manufacture of caustic soda and 
bleaching powder on the ground that as there is no duty on 
their products they find it impossible to compete with Ameri- 
can manufacturers, The machinery has been removed and dis- 
posed of. The plant represented an investment of about $500,- 
000. 

-D. H. Ross, Canadian commercial agent for Australia, re- 
ports from Melbourne that the largest producers of arsenic in 
that country are anxious to secure representation in Canada. 
They claim to market a refined white arsenic of high standard, 
showing an analysis of 99.914 per cent. of arsenious acid. A 
fair freight rate has been quoted for shipment to Canadian 
ports via Liverpool. The manufacturers are disposed to con- 
sign their refined arsenic for realization. 
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Satisfactory Progress in Association Work—Auzxiliary No. 12 
Organized—A Schedule of Prices in Course of Preparation— 
Contracts Being Signed—Honors to a Druggist. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 4.—A meeting of the Boston Association of 
Retail Druggists was held at the college building on the evening 
of December 14. Auxiliary No. 12, comprising Brighton and 
Allston druggists, was admitted to membership. The officers 
of this branch are: President, George McKee; vice-president, 
Mr. Staples, and secretary, Mr. Brown. The Executive Com- 
mittee recommended an increase in dues for 1905 and the sub- 
ject was left with the Finance Committee for consideration. A 
committee appointed at a previous meeting, since which time 
visits had been made to the wholesale houses, reported that 
jobbers did not make a practice of accepting retail orders. The 
Committee on Commercial Interests recommended that an em- 
ployment bureau for clerks be opened at the college, but the de- 
tails of the plan have not yet been arranged. Printer W. M. 
Bradford, who had contributed stationery to the association, 
was the recipient of a vote of thanks. A committee to arrange 
a schedule was appointed. The signing of contracts is pro- 
gressing rapidly. Retailers have recently been in receipt of 
contracts issued by the Paris Medical Company and Felt’s Foot- 
Soap Company, both concerns having adopted the serial number- 
ing plan. 

THE BOSTON DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 
held their December meeting on the evening of the 27th at 
Young’s Hotel. Prof. C. F. Nixon presided. After the trans- 
action of the routine business there was a discussion of several 
topics, in which Messrs. Nixon, Ingraham, Orne. Cobb, Hubbard, 
Jordan and J. A. Gilman participated. A committee on nom- 
ination of officers for the ensuing year was appointed as fol- 
lows: Hon. Gorham D. Gilman, George H. Ingraham and Joel 
S. Orne. The following committee will arrange for the annual 
dinner, which will be held at Young’s Hotel, January 24: 
Charles F, Nixon, George H. Ingraham and James O. Jordan. 
A LULL IN.POLITICS. 


The political pot, in so far as it relates to drugdom, is to 
have a period of idleness of the enforced order because there are 
no more elections in the immediate future. Here in Boston, 
Aldermen Curley and Bromberg, whose former connection with 
the business was stated in the last issue, were elected by a 
very complimentary margin. Candidates Gavin and Gaylord 
were not subjected to the above pleasant experience. although 
Mr. Gavin came very near being a city father. Better luck to 
the losers another time. Justin F. Bartlett, of Chelsea, a new- 
comer in the politics of that city, received the popular vote, 
thereby leading all of the aldermanic candidates. He polled 
3457 votes. J. G. Kilburn of Newton was not as fortunate in 
his endeavor to become an alderman, being defeated by a large 
vote. Mr. Kilburn is, however, a Republican in a Republican 
city and is likely to make another endeavor. In Salem John 
I’, Hurley was again aspiring to the mayoralty chair, but he did 
not have enough freemen behind him to realize his ambitions. 
His total vote was 2,197 to the winner’s 3,350. Questions relat- 
ing to the trade occasionally encompass the defeat of a candi- 
date not allied with the business. In Salem, at the last election, 
it is alleged that one of the aldermen owes his failure of re- 
election to having voted against granting druggists’ licenses. 

AN APPOINTMENT FOR A DRUGGIST. 

Dr. James B. Cherry, whose store is at the corner of Shaw- 
mut avenue and Castle street, has just been honored by Mayor 
Collins by being selected as one of the trustees of pauper insti- 
tutions. He was born July 5, 1844, served in the union army 
from ’61 to ’65 and took part in the battles of Antietam, Chan- 
cellorsville, Gettysburg and Nashville. He was graduated from 
the American University of Philadelphia in 1868, and began the 
practice of medicine at once. He has been located in the South 
End more than 25 years. He is a past medical director cf the 
Department of Massachusetts, G. A. R., and past commander of 
Charles Russell Lowell post. This is his first public office. 
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AN UNUSUAL DRUG STORE ACCIDENT. 

An accident of unusual nature took place at Jaynes’, corner 
of Washington and Hanover streets, on December. 21. One of 
the clerks, Miss Ramsdell, was placing a bottle of perfumery on 
a shelf when it fell and broke, the contents of the bottle cover- 
ing the clerk’s head, face and clothing. Contact with a nearby 
gas jet caused a blaze which fiercely burned the girl’s hair and 
clothing. She screamed and endeavored to beat out the flames 
with her hands, fighting with great vigor. Her cries brought 
Timothy D. Raymond, another clerk to her assistance. After a 
brisk battle he succeeded in extinguishing the flames, but in do- 
ing so was badly burned himself. Both were taken to the Re- 
lief Hospital, and after having his wounds dressed Raymond 
was sent to his home. Miss Ramsdell was badly burned about 
the hands, arms, head, neck and face. Both will recover. 

Much interest is being manifested in the Committee on Leg- 
islation of the M. S, P. A. The members of the committee came 
together recently for the purpose of organization. Amos K. 
Tilden was chosen chairman and C. P. Flynn, secretary. There 
was a general discussion of matters likely to be acted upon this 
year, but no definite action was taken. The committee ad- 
journed subject to the call of the chair, but the members are to 
meet again not later than January 15. 

TALKED ABOUT. 

By a fire on December 16 Frank W. Buckman’s store, Skow- 
hegan, Maine, was damaged to the extent of $15,000; insured 
for $10,000. 

The authorities at Saco, Maine, have notified druggists that 
they would be subject to arrest if caught selling liquor without 


“a prescription. 


Kolman Elsmann, at 117 Salem street, and his clerk, David 
Rosen, were held in $3,000 each for the grand jury recently 
in connection with a fire in the above store. 

Before the northeastern section of the American Chemical 
Society, on the evening of December 16, Prof. EB. J. Bartlett, of 
Dartmouth College, lectured on “An Evening ‘With the Alche- 
mists.” 

Hon. Gorham D. Gilman, of Gilman Brothers, is interested 
in the subject of cheaper postage rates. He has just instigated 
an inquiry by the Massachusetts State Board of Trade as to 
whether the establishment of a 1-cent letter rate would result in 
a loss to the government. 

John D. Smith, of Springfield, distinguished himself recently 
by carrying to Ware a supply of anti-tetanic serum in response 
to an urgent call. In making the journey he was compelled to 
ride 13 miles in the early morning hours over rough and hilly 
roads in an open cutter in a downpour of sleet and rain. Both 
Mr. Smith and the horse were exhausted, but the patient is in a 
fair way of recovery. 

One night recently A, J. Hayman, of Brookline, had an ex- 
perience with a burglar. From noises coming from the cellar 
of his store he concluded that someone was down stairs. He 
rushed down just in time to see a man worming himself out 
through a cellar window. He threw a’ hammer at the figure 
and a groan indicated that the blow had struck home. The 
thief escaped, but left a big bundle of Mr. Hayman’s goods be- 
hind him. 

The selectmen of Cohasset recently revoked the sixth class 
license of Frank W. Bowne, who held the only license in town. 
This was the outcome of a movement to suppress the liquor 
traffic. Later Mr. Bowne was in court where he pleaded guilty 
to one of complaints against him. On recommendation of the 
selectmen of the town this case was placed on file on payment 
of costs. Then the other cases against Mr. Bowne and that 
against his clerk, Fred L. Reed, were dismissed for want of 
prosecution. 


Registered in Massachusetts. 
The Board of Pharmacy held two examinations last month, 
at which the following candidates were successful: William H. 
Burke, Fall River; James J. Keegan, Lawrence; George J. 
Young, Somerville; Clinton H. Hart, Gardner; Herbert S. Max- 
well, Plymouth, and John Minon, Charlestown, Mass. 
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Drugzists Sign Affidavits in the Farbenfabriken Cases— Resolution 
Passed by the Chicago Retail Association—The College of 
Pharmacy Needs Money—Nearly 900 Chicago Druggists Sign 
Peruna and Wells & Richardson Contracts. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, January 5.—Druggists have begun signing the alfi- 
davits, which, it is agreed, will grant them immunity from 
prosecution by the Farbenfabriken Company. These affidavits 
contain admissions that the retailers are at fault and a prom- 
ise that they will take pains in the future not to be “roped 
in” again. President C. H. Avery, of the Chicago Retail 
Druggists’ Association, was at N. A. R. D. headquarters every 
day during the past week in order to accommodate the drug- 
gists who have been trapped and are in need of the assistance 
of the organization. 

THE EXTENT OF THE FRAUDS 
that have been perpetrated against the druggists of Chicago 
has caused the greatest surprise. Some of the daily papers 
have taken up the matter, but they have seen things in the 
wrong light. One hundred and eight druggists have been 
charged with selling spurious drugs and it is believed that the 
charges are, in the main, true. It was not, however, the re- 
tailers who were at fault in the majority of cases. They were 
duped into making purchases of fraudulent drugs from men who 
were parties to a far reaching plot. Some of the men who 
made these sales were supposed to be above suspicion. Among 
them were salesmen employed by representative wholesalers 
who carried the bogus chemicals as a side line. These firms 
quickly discharged the dishonest employees when their prac- 
tices became known. Many of the purchasers, through their 
faith in what these men said, were led to buy the goods and 
thus fell into the trap innocently enough. 
‘RESOLUTIONS OF THE C. R. D. A. 

The matter was fully discussed at a special meeting of the 
C. R. D. A., when the following resolutions, introduced by Wal- 
ter H. Gale, were passed: 

WuHereas, The custom that has gradually become 
general of retail pharmacists purchasing from Cana- 
dian and other sources chemicals protected by the 
United States patent laws has resulted in placing adul- 
terated and spurious Aristol in the hands of many 
pharmacists, therefore be it 

Resolved, By the retail pharmacists of Chicago in 
mass meeting assembled, that we hereby express our 
sincere regret that certain members of our calling in 
this city have been inexcusably careless in allowing 
themselves to dispense chemicals of inferior quality. 

Resolved, That we hereby again place ourselves 
on record as desirous of aiding any and all efforts put 
forth by our various local, State, and national asso- 
ciations to correct a condition so damaging to the 
cause of honest pharmacy. 

Resolved, That it is our conviction that the only 
safety to retail pharmacists against a recurrence of 
such hurtful conditions lies in adopting the policy of 
confining purchases of this class of goods to reputable 
dealers having known permanent addresses and to 
whom any inquiries as to the character of the goods 
purchased may be referred, with full confidence that 
purchasers will be protected against loss of reputation. 
President Avery in his opening speech said that it was 

necessary to do something to save the reputation of the drug- 
gists of Chicago, and he then outlined the plan for stopping 
the prosecutions, in accordance with the terms of the agree- 
ment regarding the affidavits, and of preventing the recur- 
rence of anything of the sort in the future. After the resolu- 
tions had been passed Mr. Avery complimented the association 
on its splendid stand in attempting to purify pharmacy. He 
emphasized the fact that all supplies ought to be bought in 
the regular way. 
COMMITTEE INVESTIGATES THE EVIDENCE. 


Mr. Bodemann made a speech in which he said he believed 
the druggists were being let down easy by the prosecutors. 
At the request of Messrs. Avery and Wooten a committee was 
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appointed to investigate the serious nature of the evidence, 
as it had been discovered by the two gentlemen mentioned. This 
committee consists of John I. Straw, Fred. M. Schmidt, A. J. 
Benson, J. P. Garner and I. M. Light. The committee will 
look over the evidence which has been discovered at the labora- 
tories where the tests were made. 

SEEKING HELP FOR COLLEGE. 

At the last session of the Executive Committee of the Illinois 
Pharmaceutical Association a committee was appointed for 
the purpose of seeking an appropriation of $5,000 from the 
Legislature for the College of Pharmacy of the University of 
Illinois, the old Chicago college, now at Twelfth street and 
Michigan avenue. The money is needed, and it is not believed 
there will be any opposition. A committee was appointed for 
the purpose of drafting resolutions on the death of Dr. Hoff- 
mann. The question of the recent drug frauds came up and it 
was suggested that it would be best to keep out of the daily 
papers in order not to wash dirty linen in public. 


MISSOURI. 


Business Prospering—Neglected to Sign Contracts—News of the 
‘ Trade. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

St. Louis, January 5.—The holiday trade. among the retail 
druggists of St. Louis has been exceptionally good, and, in 
fact, exceeds the record of any previous year. Nearly all of 
the drug stores carry a general line of goods of this character, 
and, while a few of these confine themselves to perfumes, 
cigars and other accessories of home comfort, there are many 
who displayed elaborate stocks of a more costly character, and 
in some instances went to the extent of offering lines of a 
rather high cost, which are not usually carried by the retailer. 
One of the most prominent druggists in town, with a store oc- 
cupying a central location, carried a stock of expensive silver 
ware, and made a success of selling it. The wholesale drug- 
gists are unanimous in the opinion that their business for the 
past year was exceptionally good, and that collections were far 
beyond the average. 

MANY FAIL TO SIGN CONTRACTS. 

It is a very singular fact that not a few of the retail 
druggists of St. Louis have either refused or neglected to sign 
the Serial Number Contract Plan, adopted by a number of the 
proprietors, and which has been submitted to them for their 
signature. In most cases, however, it has been a case of 
neglect, and not of avoidance. One retailer expressed what 
appears to be the general idea on the subject, by saying: 
“I believe that the trouble lies in the fact that we retailers 
have been too busy attending to our sales, since last October, 
to take the time to consider the proposition, although I think 
that the majority of us are willing to adopt and act upon the 
plan as proposed. Personally, I believe in the plan, and will 
act upon it, but I am willing to admit, to my own regret, that 
the most important contract of them all lay on my desk for 
nearly a month before+I signed it. That was my fault, and I 
admitted it, when forwarding my signed contract. 

ST. LOUIS ITEMS. 

The Hall Chemical Company has obtained a leasehold on 
a well located property on Oliver street, near Fifteenth, and 
the new quarters will be fitted up in such a way as will best 
facilitate the means for continuing a rapidly growing business. 

Dr. H. M. Whelpley will deliver a lecture early in January 
before the Alumnz Association of the St. Louis College of 
Pharmacy, on the subject of “ Modern Progress in Pharmacy.” 

Dr. C. E. Caspiri and family spent the holiday season with 
his father’s family in Baltimore, Md. 

The United States Glass Company, Pittsburgh, Pa., has 
opened up a large sales room for druggists and other glassware 
on the sixth floor of the Granite Building, under the manage- 
ment of H. M. Kelly. A general line of druggists’ ware is 
carried, and this will be increased from time to time, as con- 
ditions may warrant, Mr. Kelly reporting that the prospects 
for business in the new year are of a very excellent character. 
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PACIFIC COAST NEWS. 


At the home of the bride’s mother, in San Francisco, W. 
Bruce Philip, Ph. G., of Sacramento, Cal., was married to his 
college friend, Miss Fayetta Harris, Ph. G., on Thanksgiving 
Day. They attended the U. C. College of Pharmacy. 


The creosote works at Lowell, Wash., belonging to Captain 
Dundon, which were destroyed by fire last spring, will, accord- 
ing to report, be rebuilt at the end of Everett Peninsula, Wash., 
near Blackman’s shingle mil]. The plant, which will be built 
on the site already purchased, will be twice as large as the one 
that was burned, costing $1,000,000. 


’FRISCO BREVITIES. 


Rolla D. Fuller, Ph. G., was married to Miss Estelle M. 
Croone at the bride’s parents’ home, 2001 Union street, on No- 
vember 8. 

Joseph Calegaris, a druggist of Montgomery avenue and 
Pacific street, has returned after a four months’ tour through 
Europe. 

A suit was filed November 19 against the Peyton Chemical 
Company for the appointment of a receiver to liquidate and 
wind up the defendant company’s affairs. 

Lincoln Fitzell, Ph. G., druggist at Washington and Mason 
streets, is receiving the congratulations of his friends on the 
last addition to his family. The ever-busy stork. visited his 
home on November 30 and left a beautiful baby girl. 

The Junior Class of the College of Pharmacy of the Uni- 
versity of California gave a dance on Friday evening, De- 
cember 16, complimentary to the Senior Class, which recently 
tendered them a reception and dance. 


W. D. Wessenberg, the well-known proprietor of the Delphi 
Pharmacy, at Leavenworth and Ellis streets, was lately the 
recipient of numerous condolences apropos of the death of his 
wife, Clara May Wessenberg, on November 24. 


W. B. Rose, a clerk in,M. R. Bernheim’s drug store, Powell 
and Post streets, was arrested November 14 on a charge of 
having stolen a check for $9.50 and $24 in coin. When brought 
to the bank where the check had been cashed the paying teller 
said that he was almost positive, that Rose was the man who 
presented the check for payment. 

Dr. J. J. Crowly, secretary of the State Board of Pharmacy, 
swore out two warrants on November 26 for the arrest of 
Charles J. Grunig and Ora Pricket, charging them with con- 


ducting a pharmacy at the corner of Pine and Kearney streets, 


although neither one is a registered pharmacist. 

City Chemist A. C. Bothe has been busy examining ice 
cream obtained from different stores and finds that it is con- 
taminated with borax, and suggested to the authorities the 
passage of an anti-borax ordinance. The investigation was 
brought about by a wholesale poisoning at the Presentation 
Convent jubilee celebration. 


The local Drug Clerks’ Union at a recent meeting discussed 
a plan to have a law passed by the Legislature at its next ses- 
sion which shall make it necessary for licentiates in pharmacy 
only to be allowed to wait on the counter in drug stores. It 
was also proposed to try and have an anti-carbolic acid law 
passed, which shall make it unlawful for any carbolic acid to 
be sold except in strengths under 5 per cent. 

Quite a change will take place soon at the North Beach 
drug stores. Dr. Burque, whose store is really a landmark in 
this section, is to move his place to Vallejo street, his lease on 
the present situation at Montgomery avenue and Green street 
soon expiring, Albert Forneris has the lease for the place for 
a long term of years after the old lease of Dr. Burque ends. At 
this time he will move his store, at Union and Powell streets, 
to Dr. Burque’s present location, except he sells out his 
pharmacy, in which case he will open a new store at his 
chosen place. Yasha Littroff (Licterman), proprietor of the 
Anchor Drug Company, in the same district, is to open a store at 
Broadway and Kearney streets. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 27 


THE SOUTH. 


Festivities the Rule—Christmas Entertainments—Traveling Men 
Celebrate—Trade Prospering. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

New Orleans, La., January 2.—Christmas, with its attending 
gayety and jollification, has been enjoyed by the drug men here 
to the fullest extent. Special events, such as presentations 
and Christmas dinners, have marked the passing of the day in 
a number of the large drug houses. 

W. R. WARNER & CO.’8 BRANCH ENTERTAINMENT. 


Christmas eve the employees of the New Orleans branch of 
William R. Warner & Co. gave a very pleasant Christmas 
entertainment and informal luncheon. About 2 o’clock in the 
afternoon the employees and some of their friends gathered 
on the second floor, where a space had been provided for the 
large tables. Carl Peterson, in an opening address, made a few 
appropriate remarks, and then, on behalf of his fellow em- 
ployees, presented the local manager, 8S. P. Nickells, with a 
very handsome ring as a token of their esteem and regard. 
Mr. Nickells thanked the men for the gift. George M. Plais- 
ance. who represents the firm in northern Alabama, spoke on 
the relations of the firm with its traveling men. This was 
responded to by J. Ipser, of Louisiana and Mississippi territory. 
C. W. Horner, who covers that territory along the Southern 
Pacific and Texas and Pacific lines, rendered an enjoyable 
essay on Christmas. L. H. Von Gohren, one of the city men, 
spoke humorously on the trials and tribulations of the “ City 
Drummers.” E. Klein, cashier, talked on the assistance of 
the traveler to the financial branch of the business. Harley 
I. Halstead closed with a response to the toast “ The Ladies.” 

Souvenirs were distributed among the employees. About 
40 ladies and gentlemen were present. 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO. RECEIVE AT CHRISTMAS. 


In accordance with their usual custom Parke, Davis & Co. 
entertained their employees with a reception at the offices of 
the company in Camp street. The reception was held the 
Tuesday after Christmas. ‘The offices were prettily decorated 
with holly and mistletoe. Practically every employee in the 
office department was present, and the dancing and merrymak- 
ing was kept up until late in the night. 

The entertainment was the eighth annual entertainment 
given in the New Orleans offices. *Both Mr. and Mrs. Steiner, 
the New Orleans manager and his wife, were remembered by 
the employees. Mr. Steinei* was given a handsome leather 
couch, while Mrs. Steiner received a beautifully embroidered 
sofa pillow. The programme and menu were both unique. The 
former bore on its face “ Season’s Greeting! ‘Heart to Heart 
Reception,’ to the Employees of the Parke, Davis & Co., Eighth 
Anniversary, New Orleans Branch, Deeember 27, 1904, 8.30 
p.m.” Within was the programme. ; 

Two nights after the reception in the offices of Parke, 
Davis & Co. Mr. Steiner entertained 18 of his traveling men 
at a dinner at the Cosmopolitan Hotel. Dr. Coleman, manager 
of the promulgating department, was at the dinner also. The 
dinner mixed pure sociability with “shop” in just the pro- 
portion that seemed to form a compound peculiarly to the 
liking of the drug men present. The men of the road told of 
their troubles with cranky customers, bad roads, poor livery 
service and other things, and the management told of its 
difficulties with the mails and the express. Toasts were drunk 
to Parke, Davis & Co., Mr. Steiner and Dr. Coleman. Those 
of the traveling men present were: F. J. Offer, Thos. Booth, 
A. E. Breslin, H. A. Dunwoody, W. R. Ellis, W. N. Forbes, 
E. W. Gitskey, R. H. Grimes, 8S. E. Ludwig, B. T. Turner, 
Dr. C. V. Unsworth, Dr. H. C. Rees, Wm. Van Antwerp, P. S. 
Freret, W. H. Voerg, W. A. Doyle. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The orices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, January 7, 1905. 

Trade in the several departments of drugs and chemicals 
has not been very active during the interval and the market 
has at least a surface appearance of dullness. The undertone 
is good, however, and dealers are encouraged by the prospects 
for the ensuing season, the outlook being regarded as very 
promising. Prices on most lines are well maintained in the 
face of a light business; indeed, several advances are to be 
noted since the opening of the year. For the past fortnight the 
demand has been of a seasonable character, a large and exten- 
sive sale of the usual winter cold remedies being one of the 
features of the market. Nothing has occurred to change the 
situation in quinine, which moves slowly, with values main- 
tained on the basis of previous quotations. Much interest is 
taken in the new combination of the firms of Powers & Weight- 
man and Rosengarten & Sons, Incorporated, under the corpo- 
rate name of Powers-Weightman-Rosengarten Company, and 
considerable speculation has been indulged in regarding the 
possible effect of the change on the market for the leading arti- 
cles manufactured by the consolidated firms. The dullness in 
opium continues, but values are well maintained in the face of 
the limited demand. The bulk of the price changes during 
the interval have been toward a higher level, though some un- 
expected declines are recorded in a few of the seasonable 
staples, such as menthol and codliver oil. The principal fluc- 
tuations are tabulated below: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Refined camphor, Menthol, 
Spermaceti, Codliver oil, 
Beeswax, Clove oil, 


Mexican sarsaparilla, 
Golden seal root, 
Crude saltpetre, 

Gum mastic, 
Carnauba wax, 
Nitrate of silver, 
Grindelia robusta, 
Oil of thyme, 
Bayberry bark, 
Acetate of lime, 
Lycopodium, 

Lovage, American, 
Musk root, Russian, 
Valerian, Belgian, 
Sassafras bark, 
Senna, Alexandria siftings, 
Santonin. 


Peppermint oil, 
Buckthorn bark, 
Colchicum root. 
Nitrate of soda, 
Cotton root bark, 
Citronella oil, 
Sassafras oil, 
Cajuput oil. 


Drugs. 
Acetanilid shows a firmer tendency and the indications ap- 
pear to favor an advance, though manufacturers still quote 
201l6c to 21c, as to quantity. 


Alcohol is in moderately active request and the market is 
firm in tone at the present range of values for grain. The quo- 
tation is $2.40 to $2.42 net, as to quantity. In our Original 
Package Prices the quotation is $2.42 to $2.45, but the usual 
rebate is made on these figures. 

Arnica flowers maintain their firmness, and nothing is ob- 
tainable under 914c, with up to 10\4c asked, as to quality. 

Balsams.—Copaiba, Central American, is without important 
change either as regards price or demand, but firm views are 
generally held by importers, who name 31c to 35c, as to quality 
and quantity. Fir, Canada, is maintained with continued firm- 
ness in the face of light spot stocks, recent sales being at $3.50 
to $3.60; Oregon sells slowly at 90c to $1.00. Peru is readily 


obtainable from jobbers at $1.10 to $145, as to quality and 
quantity. Tolu is in light demand, but quotations are un- 
changed at 22c to 24¢c. 


Barks.—Bayberry has developed some scarcity, and the range 
of quotations has been advanced to 10c to 11c. Buckthorn is in 
better supply, and this, coupled with some falling off in the de- 
mand, has served to lower the views of holders, who name 544c 
to 5%ec as acceptable. Cotton root has been received in larger 
quantities, and 10c is now named as an inside quotation. 
Cherry, wild, is in good seasonable demand and firm at 6c to 
9c. Cascara sagrada is quoted at 7c for new bark, for which 
there is little demand, old bark being in request and selling up 
to 16¢c. Elm, select, maintains its firmness, and recent sales 
were at 30c to 35c, as to quantity. Sassafras is in very light 
supply, and the scarcity has influenced holders to name up to 
17c, though supplies are obtainable in some instances at 14c. 
White pine is scarce and firm at 6c to 7c. 


Buchu leaves are well sustained, and good green, which are 
scarce on spot, are held at 18c to 20c. 

Cacao butter has developed an easier tendency, owing to ab- 
sence of demand, but values show no change from 31%4c to 33c 
for bulk and 37c to 39c for 12-Ib. boxes. 

Cannabis indica is still in limited supply, and values are 
firmly maintained at $1.05 to $1.10 for prime stocks. 

Cantharides continue quiet but steady, ‘the recent arrivals 
having failed to affect the market to any ‘extent; Russian is 
held and selling at $1.25 to $1.40 and Chinese at 55c to 60c, as 
to quality and quantity. : 

Coca leaves, Truxillo, do not offer under 16c, the cheaper 
lots, which offered lately, having been all taken up; Huanuco is 
held and selling at 28c to 30c. 

Cocaine maintains its firm position, holders being encour- 
aged to higher views by the claim of manufacturers that the 
salts are entitled to advance on account of the higher cost of 
raw material. The available stock is, however, too large at 
present to support any movement in the direction of advancing 
prices, and sales are making at the previous range of $3.50 to 
$3.70. 


Codliver oil is unseasonably quiet, and the market is more 


‘or less easy at $44.00 to $50.00 for Norwegian, as to brand and 


quantity, and $40.00 to $42.00 for Newfoundland. 

Cuttlefish bone is somewhat irregular and unsettled in the 
absence of impprtant demand, coupled with considerable com- 
petition among dealers for the little business that is passing; 
Trieste is quoted at 1444c to 15c; small jewelers’ at 45c to 54¢c, 
and large jewelers’ at 44c to 50c. 

Ergot is finding slow sale at present, but quotations are 
maintained with a fair show of steadiness at the range of 3714c 
to 39c for Russian and 39c to 40c for Spanish, as to quality and 
quantity. 

Glycerin is more or less unsettled, owing to competition, and 
the price of C. P. has been marked down to 138c to 13%c for 
drums and 14¢c to 14%c for cans. 

Grindelia robusta is scarce in common with other indigenous 
drugs, and is now held at 12c to 15c. 

Lithium carbonate is held with considerable firmness in 
sympathy with higher prices from abroad, but sales are making 
at the previous range of $1.50 to $1.65. 

Menthol is maintained in steady position despite the ab- 
sence of important demand. While one holder is naming $2.45, 
some holders are quoting up to $3.00. This range shows a de- 
cline from the price previously quoted, and interest in the arti- 
cle is wanting at the moment, 

Opium is without change of consequence, either as regards 
price or demand. The market received some support last week 
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after cables from Smyrna advising colder weather had been 
made: public, but the undertone of the market is weak, one 
holder naming $2.75 for cases, though others quote $2.72% to 
$2.77%. Powdered is still held at $3.35 to $3.40. 

Quinine has been in better demand owing to the recent in- 
clement weather, and considerable stock has passed out into 
consumptive channels, pill makers being especially active buyers 
at current quotations, or, say, 22c to 238c for bulk. 

Saffron, American, continues to show an advancing tend- 
ency, and holders are firm in their views at $1.30. 

Santonin has advanced in the interval to the range of $8.40 
to $8.45 for crystals, and $8.80 to $8.85 for powdered, the rise 
being based on the higher prices asked at primary sources, both 
for the active principle and the basic material. 

Senna is moving out quite actively in a jobbing way, and 
we note an advance in Alexandria siftings to the range of 54c 
to 6%4c. 

Vanilla beans continue in good demand, especially for Mexi- 
can and for Bourbon, though the movement is not as brisk as 
it has been; the former are quoted at $3.50 to $8.50 for whole 
and $2.35 to $3.50 for cuts, while sales of the latter are making 
at $1.50 to $5.00. 

Chemicals. 

The chemical market is generally steady, there being few 
price changes to report. Saltpetre has been advanced 4c for 
refined, the range now standing at 4%4c to 5%c. Acetate of 
lime shows special strength, owing to the scarcity of stock, and 
manufacturers now name 1.35c to 1.40c for brown and 2.05c for 
gray, as to quantity. Silver nitrate was advanced by the man- 
ufacturers on the 29th ult. to the range of 3814c to 42c, as to 
quantity, the advance being due to the higher cost of bullion. 
Citric acid is maintained with firmness, and a fair demand is 
experienced at 32c to 32%c for bbls. and kegs, respectively. 


Essential Oils. 

Anise is well maintained, despite reports of sales below cur- 
rent quotations, holders as a rule asking $1.22% to $1.25. 

Bergamot has developed an upward tendency in view of the 
stronger position of the oil at primary sources, but $2.15 to 
$2.30 will yet buy. 

Cajuput is held a shade less firmly, and we hear of sales at 
57¢c, though 58c to 60c is generally named. 

Cassia is well maintained, and quotations do not change 
from 7744c to 80c. for 75 to 80 per cent., at which range con- 
sumers’ wants are being supplied. 

Citronella is passing out freely in jobbing quantities, and 
holders maintain firm views, recent sales being at 32c to 34c. 

Cedar leaf is more plentiful, and values are easier with 
recent sales at 55c to 70c, as to quality and quantity. 

Clove has been pressing for sale of late, and .quotations 
show a decline to 77%4c to 80c for cans, and 8214c to 85e for bot- 
les, as to quality and quantity. 

Linaloe has been advanced in the interval, and $1.95 is now 
the prevailing price. 

Peppermint has developed an easier tendency on account of 
the absence of demand, and sellers are more free to offer at 
$3.45 to $3.60 for tins, and $3.65 to $3.70 for cases. 

Sassafras is fractionally lower, and quotations for natural 
at the close stood 62%4c to 65c, with artificial held at 26c to 27c. 
Gums. 

Aloes of the various grades is jobbing fairly. Some recent 
heavy arrivals have not as yet affected the market, Curacao 
being still quoted at 3%c to 4c, and Cape at 10c to 18c. 

Camphor was advanced shortly after the preceding issue 
went to press, and refiners now quote 78c to 784c for bbls. and 
cases, respectively. A good demand is reported at the advance. 

Mastic is in firmer position owing to scarcity, and holders 
decline to shade 42c, with up to 45c named. 

Myrrh is in good seasonable demand, and values are well 
sustained at 28c to 25c for sorts. 

Tragacanth has been in good demand, but prices are nom- 
inally unchanged at 63c to 67c for Aleppo firsts, 45¢ to 55c for 
seconds, 75¢c to 85c for Turkey firsts and 35c to 45c¢ for seconds. 
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Roots. 

Alkanet is firmer under the influence of light supplies, but 
Gi.c to 10c is still named, as to quality and quantity. 

Althea continues quiet, but values are maintained at l4c 
to 15ce. 

Blood is sustained at 12c to 13c, owing to scarcity. 

Calamus, bleached, has been in better request, with sales re- 
ported at 28¢ to 30c. 

Colchicum is a shade easier, and is now quoted at Llc to 12c. 

Golden seal has attracted considerable attention. Supplies 
are coming forward very slowly, and the market is firm at $1.55 
to $1.60. 

Ladyslipper is scarcer and firmer, with a number of other 
indigenous roots, and holders have advanced their views to 
40¢ to 45c. 

Senega has been in demand, and a considerable quantity of 
stock is being distributed daily at the range of 67c to 70c. 

Valerian, Belgian, has developed more firmness in the inter- 
val, with holders now quoting 7c. to 7i4e. 

Seeds. 

Demand for the general line of druggists’ seeds continues 
limited, and few varieties are attracting much attention. Cara- 
way has sold actively within the range of 5c to 544c, and Rus- 
sian hemp is firm under the influence of light supplies. Stro- 
phanthus, Kombe, is scarcer in the primary market, and holders 
here have advanced their prices to $1.15 to $1.25. Colchicum is 
held with more firmness, 26c to 28¢ being generally named. Cel- 
ery is not inquired for to any extent, and quotations show a 
decline to 7¢e to Tic. 


Gum Arabic from the Sudan. 

United States Acting Consul-General Morgan, of Cairo, 
Egypt, writing under date of September 13, says that the trade 
in gum arabic from the Sudan shows an enormous increase 
during the last few months. In July, 1904, the exports were 
2,318,778 pounds, valued at $116,981. Of this amount the 
United States took $17,656 worth. The price of gum is very 
low, but is now advancing, having risen to 31 cents a pound. 
During the insurrection in the Sudan and while its markets 
were closed gum was unobtainable from that region, but in 
the wake of conquest it began to be shipped again in large 
quantities from Kordofan, and the high prices that had been 
obtained soon dropped. There were exported from Egypt 
4,160,100 pounds in 1899, 6,042,050 pounds in 1900, 16,937,550 
pounds in 1901, 21,791,000 pounds in 1902 and 18,939,747 pounds 
in 1903. 

All Sudanese products are under a particular disadvantage 
from the present high freight charges in the Nile Valley. It 
is believed that the new railway from Berber to the Red Sea 
will materially reduce this expense. It should be further noted 
that the gum from Senegalds admitted duty free into France, 
since Senegal is a French colony. 

Gum is gathered in the forests of the Sudan and is brought 
to Omdurman, opposite Khartum, and is there packed, weighed 
and forwarded to Cairo or to one of the seaports. There are 
at present three grades of gum recognized by the Sudan Gov- 
ernment. The first is the ‘“ hashab genaine gedaref.” This 
pays to the Government a royalty of $3.17 per 99.05 pounds. 
The second grade, the “ gezira,” pays $2.22, and the third, the 
*talh,” pays $1.23 per 99.05 pounds. The first quality is soft 
and white in color, and is valued in Europe at 10 to 12 per cent. 
more than the second grade, which is hard and reddish ir color. 
The gum of this second quality is packed in parcels of from 
370 to 385 pounds, and is shipped in double sacks. The first 
grade, which is bought chiefly by chemists and druggists, is, 
however, packed in wooden cases of 100 pounds each. 

A very recent decree of the Sudanese Government has fixed 
the highest duty which can be levied on gum at 20 per cent. 
ad valorem,.but it has not yet arranged the sliding scale on 
the inferior qualities. : 

The trade in Egypt is chiefly in the hands of a few mer- 
chants of Cairo and Alexandria, who forward the gum to their 
agents in large consignments. These agents, as they sell the 
gum, forward the proceeds to their principals and retain a 
small commission of from 2 to 2% per cent. for their trouble. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade 





JAPAN IN WAR TIME. 


New Field for American Druggists. 
(Special Correspondence of the American Druggist.) 


Nagasaki, September 23.—Squatted along the sidewalk of 
the narrow street, with his equipment for furnishing patrons 
with drugs, the Japanese medicine compounder did quite a 
lively little trade while the correspondent was present. Roots, 
barks, drugs and various medicines were the articles of com- 
merce. In the event of a rainfall the street druggist of Japan 
spreads his umbrella and continues to keep his shop open until 
flooded out. He does not mind exposure to the sun. The 
weather seldom gets very cold. Possibly these sidewalk drug- 
gists of Japan represent the lowest type of medicine venders 
in the Empire. I did, however, find many instances of boat and 
vehicle druggists. The boat drug shop man relies to a great ex- 
tent upon the water traffic for patronage. Almost all of his 
business is done in emergencies with the people who operate 
the boats for lighters and boats for ordinary traffic in the har- 
bors. The boat druggist plies his craft from city to province 
along the rivers and canals, and picks up considerable business 
en route. He has very snug quarters fitted out on his bulky, 
clumsy, slow craft, and oftentimes rears a family. He car- 
ries a fair stock of drugs and makes something of a display 
with the goods. He has his shop on deck, where it can be 
observed and where it is convenient. He flies his flag and every 
now and then patients come to him in water boats, on rafts and 
other means, for treatment or to purchase medicines. 


THE PORTABLE DRUG SHOP. 


I was keenly interested in the portable shops of the country. 
The portable drug stores are seen chiefly in the provinces, where 
the men who conduct the shops on the larger scale have one or 
more horses or other animals drawing a good sized vehicle 
fitted up with cupboards, shelves and various devices for the 
distribution of medicines. Another type of vehicle druggist 
is the jinricksha affair. The druggist hires a jinricksha man 
and the vehicle and adjusts his supply of drugs inside in port- 
able cases. The jinricksha man then trots about the locality, 
or to distant points with the traveling druggist. Remote sec- 
tions are visited and the people in need of drugs take advantage 
of the opportunity to purchase some. Then there are men who car- 
ry their drug shops on their back. I have seen them in parties 
going from place to place, following in the wake of a fair or 
festive day event, where crowds collect. 

SOME OF THE APPARATUS. 

The figures illustrate some of the odd types of apparatus 
used by the druggists of Japan. Fig. 1 shows the supported 
stone or pottery clay bowl, arranged on three sticks set into the 
earth. This bowl or mortar is used for mixing purposes. Fig. 
2 is one of the types of skin bags employed for the transporta- 
tion of liquids safely. The nozzle is a wood plug and fits into 
the neck of the beg, the latter being closed tight by winding. 

Whether traveling or at some stationary stand the itinerant 
Jananese druggist has his pad of stone available, an outline 
of which is shown in Fig. 3. This is a smooth block of stone, 
about the right size for mixing medicines with a broad bladed 
knife. Fig. 4 is a drawing of the cocoanut bow! device for hold- 
ing liquids. There is a hole bored for the stopper as shown. 
Fig. 5 is a contrivance made from the horn of an animal and 
is used to carry slung over the shoulder by means of the cord. 
The ends of the horn are closed and the contents are with- 
drawn by a little hole drilled near the smaller end. Fig. 6 
is a queer shaped utensil for holding liquids and seen in service 
in drug stores. It is made partly of metal and partly of wood. 
The projecting top piece is the stopper and can be removed at 
will. 


FOR PURPOSES OF GRINDING. 


Fig. 7 illustrates a cross sectional drawing of one of the odd 
types of grinding devices used by the Japanese druggists. The 
body of the device is usually stone. Sometimes solid wood is 
used instead of stone. The interior chamber is made and the 
cylinder arranged to revolve within. This cylinder (Fig. 7A) 
is of wood. At B there are rows of metal spikelike points. 
The material to be pulverized by this odd process is shown at C. 
The cylinder a is fitted with a hand crank and by this means 
the spikes are revolved against the stock for grinding. 























SIGNS. 


One sees the system of advertising as it prevails in Japan, 
and can compare it with the up-to-date, lively advertising of 
American druggists. 

American druggists have already taken hold to some extent 
in Japan and the signs displayed by these parties are imitated 
by the Japanese druggists, one of the samples of which is pre- 
sented in Fig. 8. I saw numbers of signs designated “ American 
drugs.” 
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Fig. 9 illustrates another form of bag for conveying medi- 
cines as used by the Japanese. ‘This is made of oiled fabric. 
and the opening is closed by winding with cords. A tube like 
affair for holding medicines is exhibited in Fig. 10. Sometimes 
this is cast from metal and a neck is made with a stopper. 
Again this form of vessel may be found made in clay. 


AMPLE ROOM FOR FOREIGN DRUGGISTS. 


I noticed several first-class American, German and other 
drug stores in the leading cities. Here in Nagasaki, for example, 
one may find very up-to-date American drug stores and buy 





























anything he desires in the drug line. But out in the provinces 
there are not many first-class drug stores. Since the Americans 
have been entering Japanese territory with new industries, new 
lines of trades and professions, even the Japanese .druggists 
have adopted United States soda fountains, and bottles, jars, 
fixtures and general supplies along the lines of the American 
druggist. The result is that the drug stores of the Empire have 
vastly improved in five years. I visited Japan in 1901 and have 
observed the rapid advances made in the interval. The dingy 
little shops of several years ago have been overhauled and 
some plate glass fronts put in. The Japanese like the little 
bottles of drugs, hair oils, colognes, etc., put up by the American 
druggists. There is always a demand for the cheap colored 
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waters. There should be attractive labels on bottles and boxes. 
The effective little liver pills of the American druggist enjoy a 
great reputation in the country. and if these are put up in at- 
tractive packages they sell very readily. Soda water fountains 
are coming into use. The plan of carrying a show case of cigars 
has been adopted with success. ‘Confectionery may also be seen 
in the modern drug stores of Japan. There is a wonderfully 
good opening for American drugs and American druggists in the 
Empire and no doubt every advantage will be taken of this 
opening.* The present war has not materially altered condi- 
tions. When I landed at Nagasaki and took transportation for 
interior points JT hardly knew the war was in progress, except 
that they made me put aside my kodak and agree not to take 
any pictures. I also saw troops driHing and occasionally march- 
ing and getting into trim for the front. But the commercial 
interests and the shipping go on just the same. 


A Prominent Philippine Pharmacist. 


Dr. Carlos Jiihrling, of the firm of Santos & Jiihrling, 
Manila, P. I., spent a few days in New York last week on his 
way to Europe. Dr. Jiihrling left Manila last October. On his 
way East from Tacoma he stopped over at St. Louis as the 
guest of the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company, whose agent he 
is for the sale of Malt Nutrine in Manila. After visiting the 
Fair, he went in company with his younger brother, Valerius, 
to Madison, Wis., where his brother will take a course in the 
pharmacy department of the University of Wisconsin under 
Professor Kremers, it being his intention to specialize in plant 
chemistry, particularly in the study of essential oils. 

Though born a German and a graduate of the University of 
Munich, Dr, Jiihrling is a thorough-going American and. he 
brought his brother to this country because he wanted him to 
get the best technical education that was obtainable. In his 
own words, he wanted him to learn to become an American citi- 
zen under the broad Western influence. 

Dr. Jiihrling is a subscriber for the AMERICAN Drugagist, and 
during a call at the editorial office last week, he talked inter- 
estingly of conditions in Manila since the American occupation. 
Ile was asked if there was much demand for American goods 
in Manila. In reply he said: 

“Not since the bulk of the American troops left the island. 
When Manila was filled with American soldiers, there was natu- 
rally a good demand for American specialties, but we are rarely 
asked for American patent medicines nowadays. It is not for 
the lack of advertising, because the two American newspapers 
published in Manila carry advertisements of well-known Ameri- 
can patent medicines, but it is that there is no real demand 
for the goods. It is a fact, too, that druggists in Manila are 
loath to handle American goods because of the excessive im- 
port duty on most lines, which makes the ultimate cost to the 
consumer very high indeed. 

“Another thing that militates against the development of 
trade with the United States is the disinclination of most 
American manufacturers to conform to the wishes of foreign 
buyers. They will persist in putting up liquids in very heavy 
glass bottles, and when it is remembered that the weight of 
the bottle figures in assessing the duty, it will be understood 
why German and French manufacturers, who send out special 
containers for foreign sale, are given the preference. At pres- 
ent Germany leads the world in trade with the Philippine 
Islands, France being next, followed by England, with the 
United States fourth and Spain fifth.” 

Much dissatisfaction prevails among Manila merchants re- 
garding the operation of the customs laws, and though the 
tariff has been recently revised, the rates on many articles in 
ordinary consumption which must be imported are excessive. 
Many of the old Spanish rules are still observed, which in some 
instances cause exasperating delays and prove very annoying 
and expensive to importers. Some of the flavoring oils, such 





[* No doubt this is true. but the controlling influences surrounding 
the drug trade in Japar. caused by Government supervision, make it 
impossible. Substitution is universally practiced and one must oper- 
ate through a Japanese in all transactions.—Editor Foreign Depart 
ment.] 
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as lemon and anise, are taxed so highly as to almost prohibit 
their use in the Philippines. Of course, smuggling and attempts 
to evade the law are not uncommon, and some amusing in- 
stances are told of the tricks of Chinamen in efforts to bring 
in dutiable goods free of tax. 

During his stay in the United States, Dr. Jihrling has made 
a number of important trade connections, and his purchases 
have been heavy. In New York he was entertained by Johnson 
& Johnson, and visited their laboratories at New Brunswick. 

The establishment of Santos & Jiibrling in Manila is one of 
the oldest there and their business is extensive and varied. They 
employ fifty natives, five graduated chemists, and a German 
bookkeeper. The number of prescriptions dispensed a day aver- 
ages 200. 


Patent Medicines in Norway. 


United States Consul-General Bordewich, of Christiania, 
Norway, states that the attention of the Norwegian medical 
faculty has for some time past been directed to the increasing 
importation of patent medicines and other medicinal prepara- 
tions into this country. Such preparations have always been 
looked upon with distrust by the physicians, and the increasing 
demand has brought them into disfavor with the druggists. 

At the instigation of the medical director of the country the 
matter was laid before the Storthing last April, and a law was 
passed May 16, 1904, providing that the King or his deputies be 
authorized to forbid the sale of certain arcana and of medicinal 
preparations for which the prices asked stand in disproportion 
to the true value of the ingredients. 

Under this law it was decreed (1) that certain arcana and 
patent medicines named be excluded; (2) the publication of 
advertisements in Norwegian newspapers to further the sale of 
any and all foreign patent medicines is forbidden; (3) the 
importation of all arcana and medicines is forbidden except by 
druggists and private persons under special permit; (4) fines 
not to exceed 5,000 kroner ($1,340) may be imposed for viola- 
tions of any of the above enactments. 

Under the provisions of this new law other decrees will soon 
follow, and there is reason to believe that the imports into and 
sale in Norway of nearly all patent medicines as well as of 
arcana will ultimately be stopped. 


Catalogues and Packing for China. 


Wilbur T. Gracey, Vice and Deputy United States Consul at 
Fuchau, China, in a recent communication says: One of the 
seemingly small reasons why American business is noot more 
rapidly extended in the Orient has recently come to my notice. 

Some months ago we had inquiries at this office for filing 
cabinets, card indexes, ete. I communicated with a commercial 
museum on the Pacific Coast and received catalogues from a 
large number of firms. In every instance these firms failed to 
inclose their wholesale prices or discounts, merely sending 
their retail catalogues, and not even these in complete sets; so 
that we found that even if we. desired to purchase at retail 
prices we would not be able to do so, because “ detailed in- 
formation and description of card index supplies is contained 
in” the “catalogue of 1903,” which has not been sent. 

These are mistakes which the British merchant would never 
make. . . . It is one of the great weaknesses of American 
business methods that manufacturers do not quote their goods 
complete. If I desire to purchase a card-index cabinet, it is 
useless to me without the necessary cards, guides, etc. I can- 
not find a quotation for a cabinet filled. I have absolutely no 
idea how many cards or guides may be necessary, and if I 
have I am obliged to take figures from two or even three cata- 
logues before I can obtain any conception of the probable cost. 
British firms would give these particulars so that the probable 
cost could be seen at a glance. 

This point has been again and again explained in reports 
from this consulate during the past 15 years, but seems to be 
considered unimportant by the American merchant. We are 
continually endeavoring to assist merchants in extending their 
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trade, but are unable’to do much because of the shortsighted- 
ness of the merchants themselves. 

I have endeavored to obtain photographic supplies from the 
United States, but have been obliged to give it up purely on 
account of the fact that I can obtain goods in better condition 
from England. Goods are packed in tin invariably. Each box 
of plates is incased in tin, as is also each package of printing 
paper. If I order goods from the United States I can have no 
certainty that they will arrive in usable condition. . . . I 
believe that if American merchants would take the trouble to 
pack their goods and make their quotations on complete out- 
fits, as the British firms do, they could increase their trade 
with the Orient enormously. I know of no one thing which 
would assist in extending trade in China more than attention 
to the details of packing, unless it be care in making full quota- 
tions and leaving nothing to chance. 


The Iron Clad Mfg. Company. 
In a recent visit to the offices and showrooms of the Iron 


Clad Mfg. Company, at 204 Varet street, Brooklyn, a representa- ~ 


tive of the AMERICAN DruGeiIstT was impressed with the cordial 
treatment and feeling that exist between the officers of the 
company and the employees. This company was founded a 
half century ago in a small basement in New York City by 
Robert Seaman, its late president, and from this has grown until 
it has now practically a dozen factories in one, covering over 
100 city lots. The company has branch offices and storehouses 
in Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Chicago and San Francisco. 

Mr. Seaman married Miss Elizabeth Cochrane, better known 
as “Nellie Bly,” the celebrated newspaper reporter and corre- 
spondent, and after an extended tour of Europe Mr. and Mrs. 
Seaman returned to New York. As Mr. Seaman wanted Mrs. 
Seaman to learn the business which he had given to her, Mrs. 
Seaman took up the management, which she has continued for 
five years. She was also the treasurer and secretary and re- 
mained so until her husband’s death in March last year, since 
which time Mrs. Seaman has filled the office of president of 
the company. 

The main offices and showrooms at 204-206 Varet street, 
Brooklyn, are elaborately furnished and fitted with every 
model convenience for the benefit and pleasure of the employees. 
The top floor is furnished with a library which contains over 
6000 volumes which are at the service of the 1800 employees, 
the books being the gift of Mrs. Seaman. A pool table, billiard 
table, and bowling alleys are furnished for the office employees 
and the basement is equipped with shower baths. 

The second story of the building is for the office of the ac- 
counting and crediting departments. The third floor is occu- 
pied by the managers of the different departments, purchasing, 
selling, advertising and traffic departments. 

The fourth floor contains the office of the attorney and a 
dining room and reception room for guests. The main dining 
room has a seating capacity of 250. A private dining room for 
the officers and a model kitchen are one of the features, while 
a Japanese cook and three Japanese waiters prepare and serve 
a bountiful lunch to 100 or more department superintendents, 
managers and office force. 

Between the hours of 10 and 11 in the forenoon and 3 and 4 
in the afternoon each day all operations are suspended in the 
factory and the employees are given five minutes recreation. 
No set hour is fixed for this recreation, which is likely to be 
any five minutes in the hour. 

New Year’s is celebrated by all the employees of the com- 
pany receiving a basket containing a turkey, potatoes, bread, 
peas, fruit and plum pudding. This basket contains enough 
to make a dinner for a family of six. The company gives a 
masquerade ball and banquet for its employees every year on 
the night before election day. 

The business has grown from a small beginning to the 
largest independent industry of its kind in the United States, 
and it attributes a measure of its success to the very cordial 
relations that exist between the officers of the company and 
the employees. 
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